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ST JOHNTHE BAPTIST,ALDFORD &
ST MARYTHEVIRGIN, BRUERA

It only seem like yesterday that I was
taking down the tree and putting away
the Christmas decorations - and here we
are getting them all out again.

I suspect that this will be a Christmas in
which people really take the opportunity
to celebrate being together. It is the first
Christmas in three years that we have
been able to meet freely without the
worry of Covid hanging over us.

This is true for the Church too; This
Christmas we will once again be having
our very popular Christingle Service at
4:00pm on Christmas Eve, Everyone
will be very welcome! After that there
will be a Midnight Communion, starting
at 11:30 pm, both of which take place in
St John’s at Aldford, while on Christmas
Day there is a service at 10:30 am at St
Mary’s in Bruera. Do join us as we meet
together to celebrate the birth of Jesus
Christ, the Saviour of the World.

For other events, dates and times leading
up to Christmas take a look at the list on
page five.

This has been quite a hard year for many
people; both locally and nationally. As
the threat of Covid seemed to recede, we
found ourselves faced with a war in
Europe and a crisis with regard to the
rising cost of living.

It’s important, as we celebrate with our
friends and families, to remember that it
is our joy and privilege to be able to do
so.

But celebrate we will; we will celebrate
that once again we are able to rejoice in
the fact that God himself took the form
of a human baby, was born in a stable,
grew, lived and died for each one of us,
carrying with him to the cross the
consequence of our sins.

We celebrate Christmas because it is
good news; good news that God himself
is making peace with humanity, good
news that our sins are forgiven and that
we have the promise of a new and full
life in God and the good news that God
will be with us forever and we with him,

I hope you have a Very Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year.

God bless, Karl

The MostWonderful Time OfTheYear
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Thanks to an arrangement organised
jointly by our Churchwarden, Mary
Pleavin and JamesAndrews, the Head of
Music at Abbey Gate College (and a
former pupil there), the Quod Aliquis
choir of the College sang Evensong at
Bruera Church on Sunday, 20th
November. This was a sparkling and
thoroughly enjoyable event and a great
credit to the School, Mr. Andrews and,
of course, the choir itself. There were
twelve members of the choir - music
scholars and sixth-formers - aged
between 13 and 18. The amount of
dedication, practice and ability of all
concerned was amply manifest in the
impressively high quality of their
singing.

The responses sung were composed by
Martin Neary (formerly Organist and
Director of Music at Winchester
Cathedral and subsequently Organist
and Master of the Choristers at
Westminster Abbey). Psalm 104 was
sung beautifully, as were Henry
Purcell’s Magnificat and Nunc Dimitis.
The anthem was Lay a Garland by
Robert Lucas de Pearsall (the very
characterful nineteenth-century English
composer who spent the last years of his
life living in a Swiss castle). The
Canticles were conducted by Joe Martin,
who left Abbey Gate this September to
start studying for his music degree in
Manchester.

I am sure all members of the
congregation will hope that it will not be
too long before we enjoy hearing the
voices of Quod Aliquis again in our
wonderful old church.

Michael Spencer.

Choral Evensong On Sunday, 20th November.

RememberThe Harvest

A few weeks ago around one hundred-
and-twenty very damp little people,
their teachers and some parents packed
Bruera church for their Harvest Festival.
Whilst remembering the importance of
God for our food, especially the humble
potato, in a service lead by Revd Jules,
they brought gifts of soap and shower
gel, toothbrushes and toothpaste,
shampoo and nappies. The altar was a
colourful display of the sort of things
which we all take for granted but, for
some, make a strain on limited budgets.
These gifts have been delivered to the
ChesterAid for The Homeless and Kids’
Bank.

Mary Pleavin
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A kindergarten teacher was observing
her classroom of children while they
were drawing. She would occasionally
walk around to see each child’s work.
As she got to one little girl who was
working diligently, she asked what the
drawing was. The girl replied “I’m
drawing God” The teacher paused and
said “But no one knows what God looks
like” Without missing a beat , or
looking up from her drawing, the girl
replied “They will in a minute”

Submitted by Mary Pleavin

Here is a lovely snack to nibble with a
seasonal drink.

You will need:
4oz Grated Cheese
4oz Plain Flour
4oz Soft Butter
Pepper to taste
Poppy or sesame seeds to sprinkle

Place all the ingredients in a food
processor and whiz until combined.

Alternatively rub the flour a butter
together. With fingers, adding pepper to
taste.

Add the cheese and mix until the mixture
binds together.

Roll out mixture to about 1/4 incH thick
and cut into one inch rounds or squares.

Glaze with a beaten egg and sprinkle
poppy or sesame seeds on the top.

Bake at 200˚c for approximately ten
minutes, or until golden brown.

Cool on a cooling rack and then enjoy.

Can be stored in an air-tight container of
frozen.

Christine Emmerson

A Favourite Christmas Recipe -
Little Cheese Sablis
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The ‘wonder’ of the shepherds in the
fields of Bethlehem

Shepherds in first century Palestine
would have been attuned to the wonders
and ravages of nature: star-lit nights,
cold and heat, storm and calm, and the
unwelcome attention of predators, both
animal and human. They would have
been more aware than we of human
dependency on the seasons, and more
respectful than us of the precarious
nature of existence. Fear, as well as
appreciation, would have shaped their
religious sensitivities.

Some think the shepherds near
Bethlehem may have been guarding
sheep for the Jerusalem Temple, which
used them as part of the sacrificial ritual
of Judaism in those days. Yet the kind of
work shepherds did and the hours they
had to keep barred them from orthodox
religious observance; they were
regarded as uncouth and untrustworthy
and were not allowed to give testimony
in law courts.

It was typical of St Luke (the only New
Testament writer to refer to the
shepherds) to put them in the forefront
of his narrative. Luke is the writer who
favours the underdog: tax collectors,
sinners, women, old and poor people
and non-Jews all figure favourably in his
account. Deliberately he sets before us
shepherds as the first Christmas
worshippers. They already knew how to
wonder.

William of St Thierry wrote: “A man
who has lost his sense of wonder is a
man dead.” The 19th Century scientist

Michael Faraday wrote: “Let us
consider... how wonderfully we stand
upon this world. Here it is that we are
born, bred and live, and yet we view
these things with an almost entire
absence of wonder…” This is no plea for
anti-intellectual faith, but rather for the
discovery of an extra
dimension. Wonder is the prime
ingredient of worship, and we need to
recover it and use it. It takes practice.

William Blake encouraged us to look
into the ordinary and see the
extraordinary:

“To see a World in a Grain of Sand,
And a Heaven in a Wild Flower:
Hold Infinity in the palm of your hand,
And eternity in an hour…”

The late Michael Mayne, Dean of
Westminster wrote, “A sense of the
sublime leads to a sense of awe, which is
I suppose that combination of wonder
and fearfulness you may feel in the
presence of what takes your breath
away. It is not afraid in the sense of
feeling scared, but rather an awe-struck
sense of amazement that the ordinary is
rather more extraordinary than the
extraordinary… it is not the rabbit out of
the hat but the rabbit out of the rabbit
that is so surprising…”

So, in the astonishing story of heaven-
come-to-earth in Bethlehem, of divinity
in a cowshed, it is shepherds who
receive the revelation. Not priests, not
presidents, not philosophers. “An angel
of the Lord stood before them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were terrified.” For all they

The ‘wonder’ of the shepherds in the fields of Bethlehem
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knew it might have been bad news. “But
the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid;
for see – I am bringing you good news
of great joy for all the people: to you is
born this day in the city of David a
Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord’.”

The response of the shepherds was to go
and see. Not to question or even to
reason. The main constituent of their
belief was already wonder. They were
accustomed to marvelling, for they were
surrounded by a world of marvels. So,
they went to look. And as they looked,
they marvelled. Later, they were to
return “glorifying and praising God for
all they had seen and heard.”

From The Parish Pump

The mysterious ways of mistletoe

Mistletoe has long been used as part of
our Christmas decorations. It is not your
usual kind of plant.

Instead, it is hemiparasitic, meaning that
although its leaves enable it to feed itself
through photosynthesis, its roots invade
the host tree or shrub to extract water
and other nutrients.

Mistletoe loves living in apple, lime,
hawthorn, poplar or oak trees. You may
spot it high up, as a large globe, on the
bare trees in winter. There is one
spectacular example in Windsor Great
Park, clearly visible from the path on the
opposite side of the Thames.

Mistletoe’s berries are almost

translucent, fleshy and sticky. They form
in the forks of mistletoe's many
branches. While they are toxic to
humans, they are attractive to birds, who
wipe the remaining seeds off their beaks
onto the nearest branch, which of course
helps the plant to spread.

For some reason, Romans thought
mistletoe represented Peace, Love and
Understanding. Perhaps that is how it
got into our Christmas celebrations? The
earliest documentary evidence for
kissing under mistletoe dates from the
16th century, but we don’t know who
got kissed first.

Carols sound throughout the land
Heralding a special birth
Rejoicing as from Heaven’s realm
Immanuel comes to bless the earth.

So in the town of Bethlehem
The Saviour Jesus gently lies,
Mary rocks the ?ny child
As angels serenade the skies.

Shepherds told the awesome story
Divinity will now reside
As He who ruled in Heaven above
Yet Lord of all comes as a child.

By Megan Carter
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“A cold coming they had of it at this
time of the year, just the worst time of
the year to take a journey, and specially
a long journey, in. The way’s deep, the
weather sharp, the days short, the sun
farthest off, in solstitio brumali, the very
dead of winter.” (TS Eliot)

It was 1622, and the Bishop of
Winchester, Launcelot Andrews, was
preaching a magnificent sermon to King
James I. Reckoned one of the best
preachers ever, Launcelot Andrews’
words were later taken up by T S Eliot
and transformed into his wonderful
poem ‘The Journey of the Magi’.

What a vivid picture – we can see it all!
The camels’ breath steaming in the night
air as the kings, in their gorgeous robes
of silk and cloth-of-gold, and clutching
their precious gifts, kneel to adore the
baby in the manger.

Yet the Bible does not give us as much
detail as some people think. Tradition
down the centuries has added a great
deal more. For instance, we know from
St Matthew that the magi were ‘wise’, or
learned men of some sort, but we do not
know if they were kings or not. The
Bible tells us there were several;
tradition has decided upon three, and
even named them: Balthassar, Melchior,
and Caspar (or Gaspar). But the Bible
does tell us that the magi gave baby
Jesus three highly symbolic gifts: gold,
and frankincense, and myrrh. Gold
stands for kingship, frankincense for
worship, and myrrh for anointing –
anticipating His death.

There is a lovely ancient mosaic in

Ravenna, Italy, that is 1,500 years old. It
depicts the wise men in oriental garb of
trousers and Phrygian caps, carrying
their gifts past palm trees towards the
star that they followed... straight to
Jesus.

From The Parish Pump

We three kings of Orient are... what?

The story of mince pies…

Did you know that mince pies have been
traditional English Christmas fare since
the Middle Ages, when meat was a key
ingredient? The addition of spices, suet
and alcohol to meat came about because
it was an alternative to salting and
smoking in order to preserve the food.
Mince pies used to be a different shape -
cradle-shaped with a pastry baby Jesus
on top.

World’s oldest fake tree…

Did you know that it is a family in
Wiltshire, the Parkers, who claim to own
the world’s oldest artificial Christmas
tree? It was bought in 1886, and it is still
put up every year.

Mistletoe’s smelly history..

Did you know that the word ‘mistletoe’
means dung on a tree? The Anglo-
Saxons thought that mistletoe grew in
trees where birds had left their
droppings. Mistel means dung, and tan
means twig.

From The Parish Pump

DidYou Know?
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The Bible does not give a date for the
birth of Jesus. In the third century it was
suggested that Jesus was conceived at
the Spring equinox, 25th March,
popularising the belief that He was born
nine months later on 25th
December. John Chrysostom, the
Archbishop of Constantinople,
encouraged Christians worldwide to
make Christmas a holy day in about 400.

In the early Middle Ages, Christians
celebrated a series of midwinter holy days.
Epiphany (which recalls the visit to the
infant Jesus of the wise men bearing gifts)
was the climax of 12 days of Christmas,
beginning on 25th December. The Emperor
Charlemagne chose 25th December for his
coronation in 800, and the prominence of
Christmas Day rose. In England,William the
Conqueror also chose 25th December for his
coronation in 1066, and the date became a
fixture both for religious observance and
feasting.

Cooking a boar was a common feature
of mediaeval Christmas feasts, and
singing carols accompanied it. Writers
of the time lament the fact that the true
significance of Christmas was being lost
because of partying. They condemn the
rise of ‘misrule’ – drunken dancing and
promiscuity. The day was a public
holiday, and traditions of bringing
evergreen foliage into the house and the
exchange of gifts (usually on Epiphany)
date from this time.

In the 17th century the rise of new
Protestant denominations led to a
rejection of many celebrations that were
associated with Catholic Christianity.
Christmas was one of them. After the

execution of Charles I, England’s
Puritan rulers made the celebration of
Christmas illegal for 14 years. The
restoration of Charles II ended the ban,
but religious leaders continued to
discourage excess, especially in
Scotland. In Western Europe (but not
worldwide) the day for exchanging gifts
changed from Epiphany (6th January) to
Christmas Day.

By the 1820s, the significance of
Christmas was declining. Charles
Dickens was one of several writers who
sought to restore it. His novel A
Christmas Carol was significant in
reviving merriment during the
festival. He emphasised charity and
family reunions, alongside religious
observance. Christmas trees, paper
chains, cards and many well-known
carols date from this time. So did the
tradition of Boxing Day, on 26th
December, when tradesmen who had
given reliable service during the year
would collect ‘boxes’ of money or gifts
from their customers.

From The Parish Pump

The History of Christmas
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Father Christmas seems to be as old as
Europe. Once he wasWoden, lashing his
reindeer through the darkness of
northern midwinter. Then he
encountered the Church, and She
transformed him into a saint, the much-
loved Nicholas, Bishop of Myra (in
south-west Turkey) in the fourth
century. St Nicholas became the patron
saint of children and was given 6th
December as his day.

Since the 6th century St Nicholas has
been venerated in both East and West,
though virtually nothing is known of his
life. Some believe he may have been one
of the fathers at the Council of Nicea
(325), imprisoned during the Emperor
Diocletian’s persecution.

According to legend, Nicholas was an
extremely generous man. He revived
three schoolboys murdered by an
innkeeper in a tub of pickles. He rescued
three young women from prostitution by
giving their poverty-stricken father three
bags of gold. (Hence the use of three
gold balls as the pawnbroker’s signs.)

Over the centuries many people ‘on the
fringe’, including children, sailors,
unmarried girls, pawnbrokers and
moneylenders have claimed him as their
patron.

Perhaps it was on account of St.
Nicholas’ generosity that in recent
centuries children began to write little
notes sometime before 6th December, to
tell him about the toys they specially
wanted. These notes were then left on
the windowsill at night - or else on a
ledge in the chimney.

But St Nicholas Day chanced to lie in
the magnetic field of a much more
potent festival.... and after a time his
activities were moved towards
Christmas. Then in Bavaria the children
still left their notes on the windowsill,
but they addressed them to Liebes
Christkind - Krishkinkle as they knew
him - and the saint’s part in the matter
was simply to deliver the letters in
heaven.

The most popular result of the cult of St
Nicholas has been the institution of
Santa Claus. He is based on Nicholas’
patronage of children and the custom in
the Low Countries of giving presents on
his feast. Santa Claus has reached his
zenith in America, where the Dutch
Protestants of New Amsterdam (New
York) united to it Nordic folklore
legends of a magician who both
punished naughty children and rewarded
good ones with presents.

From The Parish Pump

St Nicholas - Patron Saint of Children
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Puzzle Page

Across
1 ‘How long will you — your face
from me?’ (Psalm 13:1) (4)

3 ‘Let us, then, go to him outside the
camp, bearing the — he
bore’(Hebrews 13:13) (8)

9 Posh sin (anag.) (Romans 8:15) (7)
10 Solemn pledges (Matthew 5:33) (5)
11 Italian term for full orchestra (5)

12 ‘For he who avenges blood
remembers; he does not — the cry of
the afflicted’ (Psalm 9:12) (6)

14 Prescience (1 Peter 1:2) (13)
17 Where a Hindu holy man lives (6)
19 ‘If he found any... who belonged to
the Way, whether — — women, he
might take them as prisoners’ (Acts
9:3) (3,2)

22 Fragrance (2 Corinthians 2:15) (5)
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Puzzle Page

23 Vine hen (anag.) (Jonah 1:2) (7)
24 Precious stone decorating the
twelfth foundation of the New
Jerusalem (Revelation 21:20) (8)

25 ‘Will you keep to the old path that
evil men have — ?’ (Job 22:15) (4)

Down
1 ‘Then Moses raised his arm and
struck the rock twice with — — ’
(Numbers 20:11) (3,5)

2 ‘You have heard that it was said to
the people long ago, “ — —
murder”’ (Matthew 5:21) (2,3)

4 One of Paul’s many hardships
endured as a servant of God (2
Corinthians 6:5) (13)

5 ‘We ourselves, who have the
firstfruits of the Spirit, — inwardly’
(Romans 8:23) (5)

6 Changed (Daniel 6:8) (7)
7 ‘My yoke is — and my burden is
light’ (Matthew 11:30) (4)

8 Recoil (Revelation 12:11) (6)
13 ‘O Lord, you have — me and you
know me’ (Psalm 139:1) (8)

15 ‘ — to me the joy of your salvation’
(Psalm 51:12) (7)

16 Express sorrow (Isaiah 16:7) (6)
18 ‘Then he said to Thomas, “ — out
your hand and put it into my side”’
(John 20:27) (5)

20 ‘God has said, “ — will I leave you;
— will I forsake you”’ (Hebrews
13:5) (5)

21 Son of Onam and brother of
Shammai (1 Chronicles 2:28) (4)

ACROSS:1,Hide.3,Disgrace.9,
Sonship.10,Oaths.11,Tutti.12,Ignore.
14,Foreknowledge.17,Ashram.19,
Menor.22,Aroma.23,Nineveh.24,
Amethyst.25,Trod.DOWN:1,Hisstaff.
2,Donot.4,Imprisonments.5,Groan.6,
Altered.7,Easy.8,Shrink.13,Searched.
15,Restore.16,Lament.18,Reach.20,
Never.21,Jada.

Sudoku
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Children’s Page
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