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ST JOHNTHE BAPTIST,ALDFORD &
ST MARYTHEVIRGIN, BRUERA

Christ has died,
Christ has risen,
Christ will come again!

This acclamation exemplifies what
makes the Christian faith unique.

The threefold affirmation that Christ has
died, has risen, and will come again,
points us to the fact that the centre of our
faith, the person of Jesus Christ, is not
just someone who lived and died two
thousand years ago, and whose teaching
we now seek to follow; rather he is
someone who is living and active, who
plays a real and powerful role in the
lives of Christians today, and who will
return to finally establish God’s
kingdom on earth.

That Jesus died on the cross, all those
years ago, is almost unquestioned by
any serious scholar; but that he died for
our sins, as an offering to God to make
good our debt, is something that can
only be known and understood from the
position of faith.

That the tomb was found to be empty,
and that the authorities of the day could
not explain the absence of Jesus’ body, is

likewise rarely questioned; but that
Jesus rose from the dead, and is alive,
and is the one who gives the Holy Spirit
to all who seek him, is also something
that has to be experienced to be truly
understood.

That Christ will come again, that he will
once and for all bring about God’s
perfect kingdom on earth, remains a
future event; but for those who have
faith, it is as certain as his death and
resurrection.

Yes, Jesus really did die.

Yes, Jesus really was raised, and

Yes, Jesus really will come again!

In times of uncertainty and doubt on a
global scale, it is good to know that
Jesus is living and active and that he
remains the Lord of history, the one
through whom and for whom all things
exist, and the one in whom all things
will find their prefect resolution.

God bless, Karl

The Resurrection brings real hope to us all!
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EasterVisitors

Where did Jesus go at the Ascension?

On Saturday a beautiful sunny morning,
volunteers arrived for a spring clean at
Aldford Church. Armed with polish,
brooms and dusters while flower
arrangers display Lilies, Carnations,
Astromeria, Daffodils, Blue bells and
garden greenery to welcome Easter.

With Jesus Christ risen a wooden cross
was decorated with leaves of green for
the congregation to adorn with flowers at
the service on Easter Morn.

My visitor who is visually impaired
asked if she could take a blessing at Holy
Communion. With this put into action a

In Salvador Dali’s picture of Jesus’
ascension all you can see are his feet! As
we celebrate the event this month, it
prompts the question ‘where did Jesus
go?’ Peter says Jesus ‘has gone into
heaven and is at God’s right hand’ (1
Peter 3:22). However, the New
Testament tells us three things about
what Jesus is doing at the Father’s side.

At Pentecost Peter said that Jesus is
‘exalted to the right hand of God, He has
received from the Father the promised
Holy Spirit and has poured out what you
now see and hear…“The Lord said to my
Lord: ‘Sit at my right hand”’ (Acts 2: 33-
4). Peter is affirming Jesus’ position of
authority and power at the heart of the
universe. By pouring out the gift of the
Holy Spirit upon us, Jesus gives us a
foretaste of the life of heaven ie eternal
life, forgiveness, healing, release and
God’s provision for our lives.

When Stephen, the first Christian martyr,
was being stoned to death by the Jewish
authorities he points out, ‘I see heaven
open and the Son of Man standing at the
right hand of God.’ (Acts 7:56). Our
experience of heaven is only ever partial,
as we live with the reality of suffering
and setbacks. However, Jesus is still on

the throne! We are called to trust him
daily.

The Bible also tells us that ‘Christ Jesus
who died….is interceding for us.’
(Romans 8:34, cf Hebrews 7:25). Even
when we don’t know how to pray, we
have the assurance that Jesus is already
praying for us! He knows our needs even
better than we do ourselves, so when we
feel condemned or defeated in our
Christian lives, we have somebody on
our side!

The Ascension reminds us that the risen
Jesus lives in the immediate presence of
God, and both transcends and embraces
our present experience. This truth lies at
the heart of the up language used to
describe the event.

‘Heaven relates to earth tangentially so
that the One who is in heaven can be
present simultaneously anywhere and
everywhere on earth: the ascension
therefore means that Jesus is available,
accessible, without people having to
travel to a particular spot on the earth to
find Him.’ (TomWright).

From The Parish Pump



Page 3Page 3

blessing saw her emotional with a
peaceful inner peace.

Not only was the spirit of Easter around
but also one of God’s creatures. My
friend on feeling an irritant on her head
was stung by a wasp, resulting in a
painful hand.

Easter Sunday was then taken up by a
finger covered in Cortisone cream and

later vinegar to counteract swelling. It
worked.

So by power of earthly remedies, Gods
creation of a wasp and the ability to help
heal, God in the spirit of Jesus Christ and
a friends aid all ended well. No trip to a
pharmacy was necessary, thank the Lord.

Christine Taylor

St Johns Church has watched over the
Village for many years and would surely
have countless tales to tell. The present
church was completed in 1886 and
consecrated by the then Bishop of
Chester. However there are records of a
church on the site for many hundreds of
years before that.

The church is full of interest and reflects
the age when it was designed and built.
There is certainly a degree of Victorian
austerity and grandeur but also a great
deal of beauty and many features of
architectural and artistic interest. The
pulpit is fashioned from Derbyshire
marble and is a work of art. The East and
West stained glass windows depict events
from the life of Christ and there is a
beautiful Burne Jones window in the
Lady Chapel. Along the Nave an Angelic
orchestra plays to the congregation on a
variety of instruments….they are
beautiful. And there is more !

A small number of items were saved
from the previous Church and there are
some interesting facts to search for. We
now know that in 1639 Alice Dennis
gave in her lifetime, the sum of £40 with
interest, to relieve the poor of Aldford for

ever. A generous sum indeed for those
times. Also that ,very sadly, Job Watson
Royle lost his life in the Battle of
Badajoz in 1812. His family lived in
Churton Lodge.

Th welcome Inscription over the inner
entrance door reads “ I was glad when
they said to me let us go into the House
of The Lord.” Above the door as you
leave the church reads “ I will go forth in
the strength of the Lord God. “ I wonder
how many regular worshippers have
noticed these inscriptions …..I hadn’t !

The Church is open daily for visitors both
from the Village and from afar and you
are most welcome. There are leaflets at
the entrance which explain the many
interesting features.

Elisabeth Frood

A Little History …
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What kind of Queen?

Traditional images of monarchy portray
power, status, and superiority over other
people. In biblical times, monarchs were
to be feared. When teaching His
disciples about leadership, Jesus said,
“The kings of the Gentiles (pagans) lord
it over them; and those in authority over
them are called benefactors.” A
benefactor was a conspicuously generous
person who acted in a way that made the
recipient feel obligated.

All this was in complete contrast to
Christ’s own style, which was to act like
a servant. This radical stance was adopted
by the young Princess Elizabeth, when

she promised the British
Commonwealth, “I declare before you
all that my whole life whether it be long
or short shall be devoted to your service
…”. It was just the same when she
became Queen in 1952. Queen
Elizabeth has consciously and
deliberately applied Christ’s teaching to
her reign for 70 years. She has outlived
scores of leaders, some with ambitions
beyond their abilities, and a few with
delusions of grandeur. Her ideals have
outlasted theirs. Consistent, determined,
charming, and single-minded, she has
held before her the model of Christ,
washing His disciples’ feet.

From The Parish Pump

Next month we celebrate the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee. She is the longest
reigning monarch in British history. Up
until recently she attended church every
week and still did a full week’s work at
the age of 96!

It is her commitment to serving God and
the nation which stands out in her life.
Even before she became Queen, she
made a promise, which she has kept for
over 75 years: ‘I declare before you all
that my whole life, whether it be long or
short, shall be devoted to your service’
(21st birthday broadcast, 21 April 1947).

What is the secret of the Queen’s
consistency of character and service? In
2002 she said this: “I know just how
much I rely on my faith to guide me
through the good times and the bad. Each
day is a new beginning. I know that the
only way to live my life is to try to do
what is right, to take the long view, to

give of my best in all that the day brings,
and to put my trust in God.” These are
wise words from somebody who draws
her strength from the Christian Faith and
can inspire all of us who want to make
our lives count!

The Queen has been an example of
joyful, wise, and generous service on
behalf of others all her life. Six months
before her coronation she asked the
nation and Commonwealth to “pray that
God may give me wisdom and strength to
carry out the solemn promises I shall be
making, and that I may faithfully serve
Him and you, all the days of my life.”
Paul urges us to pray for all in authority,
“that we may live peaceful and quiet
lives in all godliness and holiness.” (1
Timothy 2:2).

From The Parish Pump

A Life of Commitment to God and Country
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Jubilee Celebrations in Aldford
Saturday 4th June 2022

To be held in Aldford in a marquee on the
Rushmere Paddock, Greenlake Lane/Rushmere Lane.

4:00 pm Marquee opens

4:30 pm Children’s entertainments

6:00 pm Jubilee Cake Cutting

Tea & picnic (bring your own food and drinks)

Visit from the Ice Cream van

8:00 pm Main party to begin

11:30 pm Carriages

Toilets and parking will be provided.

At 10:15 am on Sunday 5th June there will be a service at St John’s in Aldford,
including a time of thanksgiving for the Queen’s Jubilee. Everyone is welcome!
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AldfordVillage Hall

To hire the hall or for more information
contact Hall Manager, Debs Blakemore,

on 07843 538830.

Friday 6th May, 2:00 pm, Silver and
Gold - Jon & Pam Baderley

Friday 6th May, 7:00 pm, Presentation
of Aldford History. Free admission.

Cheese and biscuits provided, bring your
own drinks and glasses. Raffle.
Donations for defibrillator.

Saturday 7th May, 7:00 pm, Whist

Saturday 14th May, 10:00 am -12 noon,
Coffee Morning. Call in for a chat, have

a coffee and biscuit. Donations
welcome.

Monday 16th May, 7:30 pm, Bingo,
in aid of the village hall

Saturday 21st May, 10:00 am to 1:30
pm, Free First Aid Course

Saturday 21st May, 7:00 pm, Whist

See article on Page 7 for details of
Jubliee events in Aldford.

ChurtonVillage Hall

To hire the hall or for more information
contact Karl Cundill,
on 07734 478893.

There are a number of regular bookings
that take place as follows:

Monday

10.00 - 12.00 Ladies Keep Fit

19.00 - 20.00 Circuits

Wednesday

19.00 - 20.00 Farndon Junior Band

Thursday

19.00 - 20.00 Farndon Main Band

The hall is available for bookings at any
time around these times, and the rate is

£16.00 per hour.

ForYour Diary
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SaightonVillage Hall

To hire the hall or for more information
contact David Goodwin, 07718 270416.

Thursday 2nd June, 8:50 pm, Jubilee
Beacon, Patrick’s Field, Saighton

Sunday 5th June, 1:00 pm, Afternoon
Lunch Street Picnic

Wednesday 15th June, 10:00 am to 1:30
pm, Free First Aid Course

We have kindly been donated the
replaced defibrillator from Saighton
Village Hall. The unit is located in the
Village Hall porch available 24hrs a day
and is registered on the National Circuit.
The code to unlock the cabinet is C1897
and if the defibrillator is required also
remember to call 999 for paramedic
assistance.

The defibrillator has already been
required for a recent 999 call, a
reassuring facility. It is also worth noting
there is a map on the Village notice board
at the Village shop courtyard, indicating
where other defibrillators are located in
the Estate Villages.

Look out for future fundraising events,
the Village Hall Committee are busy
raising funds to buy a new defibrillator.
Donations welcome at anytime. Next
event Friday 6th May History of Aldford
talk (see details on the Diary dates page.)

Liz Humphries

Aldford Defibrillator News
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Puzzle Page

Across
1 Overpowered (Deuteronomy 11:4)
(11)

9 ‘The — are mantled with corn’
(Psalm 65:13) (7)

10 ‘Each man—a sword to his
side’(Exodus32:27)(5)

11 On the death of Jesus the curtain in
the temple was torn from— to bottom

(Matthew 27:51) (3)
13 Stagger(Isaiah 28:7)(4)
16 ‘Anyone,then,who knows the good
he ought——and doesn’t do it, sins’
(James 4:17) (2,2)

17 Stir up or provoke(Acts13:50)(6)
18 Burden(Luke11:46)(4)
20 ‘As far as the east is from the—,so
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Puzzle Page

far has he removed our transgressions
from us’ (Psalm 103:12) (4)

21 Sign(Luke23:38)(6)
22 ‘After that,Jesus poured water into a
basin and began to—his disciples’
feet’ (John 13:5) (4)

23 The nature of the seven ears of corn
which swallowed up the good ears in
Pharaoh’s dream (Genesis 41:23) (4)

25 Has(anag.)(3)
28 ‘This is the account of Shem,Ham
and Japheth,—sons’ (Genesis 10:1)
(5)

29 ‘I will...make them drunk,so that
they...sleep for—and— awake’
(Jeremiah 51:39) (4,3)

30 Paul said of him,‘he often refreshes
me and is not ashamed of my chains’
(2 Timothy 1:16) (11)

Down
2 Worth (Matthew 13:46) (5)
3 ‘A bruised — he will not break’
(Matthew 12:20) (4)

4 ‘Suddenly a great company of the
heavenly — appeared with the angel’
(Luke 2:13) (4)

5 Slip (anag.) (4)
6 ‘Take an awl and push it through his
— — into the door, and he will
become your servant for life’
(Deuteronomy 15:17) (3,4)

7 Bountiful (2 Corinthians 8:2) (11)
8 ‘Therefore, as we have — , let us do
good to all people’ (Galatians 6:10)
(11)

12 Acquire (2Timothy2:10)(6)

14 Container cover(Numbers19:15)(3)
15 ‘He...became obedient to death,even
death on——!’ (Philippians 2:8)
(1,5)

19 Refrain(1Peter2:11)(7)
20 ‘She began to—his feet with her
tears’(Luke7:38)(3)

24 One who worships Brahma,Vishnu
or Shiva(5)

25 ‘Give to everyone who—
you’(Luke6:30)(4)

26 ‘I lift up my eyes to the hills;where
does my—come from?’ (Psalm
121:1) (4)

27 One of those whom the Lord said
would be taken from Jerusalem and
Judah as judgment on them (Isaiah
3:2) (4)

Answers

ACROSS:1,Overwhelmed.9,Valleys.10,Strap.
11,Top.13,Reel.16,Todo.17,Incite.18,Load.
20,West.21,Notice.22,Wash.23,Thin.25,Ash.
28,Noah’s.29,Evernot.30,Onesiphorus.

DOWN:2,Value.3,Reed.4,Host.5,Lisp.6,Ear
lobe.7,Overflowing.8,Opportunity.12,Obtain.
14,Lid.15,Across.19,Abstain.20,Wet.24,
Hindu.25,Asks.26,Help.27,Hero.
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Children’s Page
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Children’s Page
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Children’s Page
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Children’s Page
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Rector: Revd Julian Beauchamp,Waverton Tel: 01244 336668
Associate Minister: Revd Karl Jones,Aldford Tel: 01244 620403

St John’s and St Mary’sWebsite:
https://aldfordandbruerachurches.wordpress.com

St John’s,Aldford

First Sunday 10:15 AM
Holy Communion (BCP)

Second Sunday 10:15 AM
Family Service

Third Sunday 10:15 AM
Holy Communion

Fourth Sunday 10:15 AM
Holy Communion

Fifth Sunday 10:15 AM
Morning Worship

St Mary’s, Bruera

First Sunday 11:00 AM
Holy Communion (Even months)
Family Service (Odd months)

Second Sunday 6:30 PM
Holy Communion

Third Sunday 6:30 PM
Evensong

Fourth Sunday 6:30 PM
Holy Communion (BCP)

Fifth Sunday 6:30 PM
Evensong

Service Pattern


