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I was reading the other day, in
preparation for a Family Service (second
Sunday of each month, at St John’s,
10:15am,) about the comparative sizes
of different stars.

One article reviewed the sizes of stars
from the sun, to Sirius, Acturus, Pollux
and Aldebaran, from there to Rigel,
Betelgeuse, Mu Cephi and ultimately to
VY Canis Majoris - the largest known
star.

The article read “VY Canis Majoris's
diameter is around 1.750 times greater
than the sun's at approximately 1.5
billion miles / 2.4 billion kilometres. If
this hyper-giant would be placed in the
centre of the solar system, its surface
would extend beyond the orbit of
Jupiter, and estimate it would extend up
to the orbit of Saturn.”

Another article I read suggested that the
star is so large that a passenger jet would
take well over a thousand years to fly
around it!

We are told in the Bible that “The
heavens declare the glory of God, and
the sky above proclaims his handiwork.”
(Psalm 19:1)

When we look at the overwhelming size
of the stars, the many billions of them;

when we reflect upon the enormity of
the galaxy, ours being again one of
billions, we get some sense of the vast
greatness and power of God.

Psalm 8 says that all this creation is just
“the work of [his] fingers,” and asks
“what is man that you are mindful of
him, and the son of man that you care for
him?”

In the face of the supreme creative
power of God, in the face of his
enormity and power, it seems
unbelievable that God should care about
us; so small and insignificant as we are.

Yet, God does care! The point I was
making in the family service is that big
as these stars are, vast as the universe is,
God’s love is always bigger.

It is at times when we feel most small,
when we are most fearful, when life
seems most out of our control, that we
most need to know the enormity and
power of God’s love.

God bless, Karl

“This is my commandment, that you love
one another as I have loved you. Greater
love has no one than this, that someone
lay down his life for his friends.”

John 15:12, 13

The heavens declare the glory of God!
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Easter is the most joyful day of the year
for Christians. Christ has died for our
sins. We are forgiven. Christ has risen!
We are redeemed! We can look forward
to an eternity in His joy! Hallelujah!

The Good News of Jesus Christ is a
message so simple that you can explain it
to someone in a few minutes. It is so
profound that for the rest of their lives
they will still be ‘growing’ in their
Christian walk with God.

Why does the date move around so
much? Because the date of Passover
moves around, and according to the
biblical account, Easter is tied to the
Passover. Passover celebrates the
Israelites’ exodus from Egypt, and it lasts
for seven days, from the middle of the
Hebrew month of Nisan, which equates
to late March or early April.

Sir Isaac Newton was one of the first to
use the Hebrew lunar calendar to come
up with firm dates for the first Good
Friday: Friday 7th April 30 AD or Friday
3rd April, 33 AD with Easter Day falling
two days later. Modern scholars continue
to think these two Fridays to be the most
likely.

Most people will tell you that Easter falls
on the first Sunday after the first full
moon after the Spring Equinox, which is

broadly true. But the precise calculations
are complicated and involve something
called an ‘ecclesiastical full moon’,
which is not the same as the moon in the
sky. The earliest possible date for Easter
in theWest is 22nd March, which last fell
in 1818. The latest is 25th April, which
last happened in 1943.

Why the name, ‘Easter’? In almost every
European language, the festival’s name
comes from ‘Pesach’, the Hebrew word
for Passover. The Germanic word
‘Easter’, however, seems to come from
Eostre, a Saxon fertility goddess
mentioned by the Venerable Bede. He
thought that the Saxons worshipped her
in ‘Eostur month,’ but may have
confused her with the classical dawn
goddesses like Eos and Aurora, whose
names mean ‘shining in the east’. So,
Easter might have meant simply
‘beginning month’ – a good time for
starting up again after a long winter.

Finally, why Easter eggs? On one hand,
they are an ancient symbol of birth in
most European cultures. On the other
hand, hens start laying regularly again
each Spring. Since eggs were forbidden
during Lent, it’s easy to see how
decorating and eating them became a
practical way to celebrate Easter.

From The Parish Pump

EASTER, the most joyful day of the year
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Attack on Ukraine ‘an act of great evil’ -
statement from Archbishops of
Canterbury and York

The Archbishop of Canterbury Justin
Welby and Archbishop of York Stephen
Cottrell have condemned the Russian
attack on Ukraine as “an act of great
evil”. They are urging Christians to keep
praying for Ukraine, for Russia, and for
peace.

In a joint statement they said: “The
horrific and unprovoked attack on
Ukraine is an act of great evil. Placing
our trust in Jesus Christ, the author of
peace, we pray for an urgent ceasefire
and a withdrawal of Russian forces. We
call for a public decision to choose the
way of peace and an international
conference to secure long term
agreements for stability and lasting
peace.”

The Archbishops offer this prayer for
personal and communal use:

God of peace and justice, we pray for the
people of Ukraine today. We pray for
peace and the laying down of weapons.
We pray for those who fear for tomorrow,
that your Spirit of comfort would draw
near to them. We pray for those with
power over war or peace, for wisdom,
discernment and compassion to guide
their decisions. Above all, we pray for
your precious children, at risk and in
fear, that you would hold and protect
them. We pray in the name of Jesus, the
Prince of Peace.

Amen

How could you help someone in
Ukraine?

Ukraine is in crisis. Only God knows
how the situation will unfold in the
coming days and weeks. Meanwhile,
there is a need for food and other basic
humanitarian aid.

The following Christian charities are at
work in the country, and would welcome
your immediate support:

Barnabas Fund:
https://www.barnabasfund.org/gb/

Christian Aid:
https://www.christianaid.org.uk

Methodist Church UK:
https://www.allwecan.org.uk

Operation Mobilisation:
ht tps : / /www.uk.om.org/Appeal /
ukraine-in-crisis

Samaritan’s Purse:
https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk

Transform Europe Network:
https://www.ten-uk.org

World Vision:
https://www.worldvision.org.uk

From The Parish Pump

AnAct of Great Evil How to help
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In years gone by, the rules surrounding
April Fool were this: between midnight
and noon on 1st April, everyone is ‘fair
game’ to be made a fool of. It is the
morning of the practical joke. But the
aim is not just to discomfort the victim:
he must be tricked into taking action
himself, sent on a ‘fool’s errand’.

And so children would be sent to the
dairy for a pint of dove’s milk, or to the
bookseller for The Life of Eve’s Mother.
Practical jokes on a bigger scale were
played: in 1860 a vast number of people
received an official looking invitation to
the Tower of London that read: ‘Admit
the Bearer and Friends to view the
Annual Ceremony of Washing the White
Lions.’ Precisely the same trick had been
played in 1698.

Then, on the stroke of noon, tradition
decrees, April Fools is finished. If
anyone attempts devilry thereafter, even
while the clock is still striking, it recoils
on his own head. A child would then race
through the sing-song formula: ‘April-
Fool-Day’s-past-and-gone-you’re-the-
fool-and-I-am-none!’

From The Parish Pump

Two donkeys were walking the streets of
Jerusalem. One said: “Just a few days ago
I came down that hill carrying Jesus, and
the people were all singing and shouting
and throwing down their cloaks and
palms for me to walk on. But today they
don’t even recognise me.”

The other donkey replied: “That is how it
is, my friend. Without Jesus, none of us
amounts to much.”

From The Parish Pump

‘April is the cruellest month,’ wrote TS
Eliot at the beginning of his magisterial
poem, The Wasteland. And it is a good
description of what April may bring us,
between the war in Ukraine and soaring
energy prices.

But apparently, major problems do not
mean that we can’t enjoy anything.
According to the ‘science of happiness,’
fuelled by advances in brain-scanning
technology and a cultural shift towards
seeing happiness as a key index in human
development, there is a way through the
deep gloom that hangs over this month.

Neuroscientists suggest that even while
we are dealing with the big problems of
life, we can also make room for ‘small,
fleeting moments of fulfilment’. These
can range from holding the hand of a
loved one, to appreciating the daffodils in
your garden, to enjoying a cup of tea with
a good friend. Such moments of quiet
contentment are ‘joyful vignettes’ which
can be the bread and butter of our daily
human happiness. As one writer has said:
“Hold on to the small moments and the
bigger picture of gloom doesn’t have to
be as overwhelming as it first seems.”

All Fools Day How to Have Some Happiness
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China has tightened its online crackdown
against Christians - attempting to control
every word and image of religious
content on the internet. Tough new
measures were introduced on 1st March.

This means that China’s unregistered
house churches, aided by online content
to survive the pandemic and persecution,
have had that support stripped away,
according to a partner of Release
International, which serves persecuted
Christians around the world.

At the end of last year, the Chinese
government announced that all religious
information on the internet will be
forbidden unless organisations obtain
government permission – which is
simply not an option for unregistered
house churches. The measure has hit
churches, seminaries and other
ministries.

“Much of the church in China has been
denied a place of worship and has been
driven underground,” says Release
International CEO Paul Robinson. “Now
the authorities are banning all religious
content online by any group that they do
not officially control.

The authorities want churches to submit
to having every scrap of online content
checked and approved, to make sure it
promotes socialist values and supports
the Communist Party.

“What we have in China is a totalitarian
atheist state attempting to exert absolute
control over the Church. And yet the
persecuted Church in China continues to
grow.”

Last year Release International drew
attention to the fact that Chinese
authorities are using “an army of cyber
experts and volunteers to monitor almost
all online communications.”

From The Parish Pump

He too

When the blackest clouds enfold us
When the strongest winds may blow;
When our dearest friends have sold us
And we have nowhere to go,
In the depths of great despairing
Through the sharpest jabs of pain
There we find our Father, caring
Giving shelter from the rain.

For He too, one dreadful Friday
Saw His most beloved Son
On a cross, raised by a highway
Naked, bleeding, cruelly hung.
Yes, He too has felt the starkness
And He too has been betrayed
For He too has known the darkness
And the price which must be paid.

As you weep, reach out your fingers
Feel His gentle, loving hand,
Feel the care just He can bring us
For your life is known and planned.
He too knows the path before us
And He too has fought the fight
Only Jesus can assure us
On our journey to the light.

Nigel Beeton

From The Parish Pump

New online crackdown on Christians in China
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Saighton Village hall is an excellent,
light, warm and open space with ample
parking and a full commercial kitchen
available for use. Perfect for all types of
groups, parties and get togethers.

We’re sad to say though that at present
the future of the Village Hall is uncertain.
The rising costs of energy and required
maintenance mean that the Village Hall
cannot sustain itself at its current rate of
bookings.

The Village Hall is a charity run entirely
by volunteers. Any income it generates
go directly back to the hall and any
available funds in the past have paid for
village events such as bonfires,
Christmas carols and summer barbecues.

For Saighton Village Hall to continue to
serve its residents and provide village
events in the future it needs you. It needs
you to utilise it and promote it. It also
needs volunteers, people to help
administer, maintain and care for it.

If you would like to volunteer to help the
hall please let us know or if you have an
idea for a regular event or booking please
send an email to the email listed below.

Thank you.

https://www.saightonvillagehall.com/

saightonvillage@outlook.com

Ben Owen

Parish CouncilVacancy

Aldford and Saighton Parish Council will
hold their Annual General Meeting on 4
May 2022 at 7.15pm in Aldford Village
Hall. Please contact the Clerk if you
would like to attend. We currently have a
vacancy for the role of Councillor. For
more details, please contact the Clerk on
01829 270887.

SaightonVillage Hall NeedsYou

One thing you need to put at the top of
your list this Spring is to simply MOVE.

Whether you like gardening, cycling,
jogging, walking or any other activity,
make certain that you do some of it every
day.

As Prof James Goodwin, of the Brain
Health Network in London explains,
“Only 25 per cent of our ageing – both
physical and mental – is determined by
our DNA. The other 75 per cent is
lifestyle and our environment, over

which we have a lot of choice.”

He goes to explain that aerobic exercise
indirectly stimulates the brain, and thus
rejuvenates it. “Prolonged daily sitting
down is the enemy of brain health.”

Prof Goodwin also advises people to
develop a healthy routine and stick to it.
“Constantly varying bedtimes, drinking
and eating excesses, and irregular habits
are bad for you.”

From The Parish Pump

Get going this Spring!
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Our thanks to Councillor Paul Roberts
who has provided a new, ‘State of the
art,’ defibrillator from his CWaC
Community budget and gifted it into the
care of the (Saighton) Village Hall
Committee who will now maintain it in
good order. It will replace the existing
eight years old unit originally donated by
the Police, the Parish Council and
Councillor Howard Greenwood.

Perhaps the most significant
technological advance is that the unit has
a switch which immediately changes the
electric shock to be delivered from adult
to paediatric levels. The Unit will also
advise if CPR – Chest Compressions are
at the correct level. On the old unit the
pads which deliver the shock to the
patient had to be manually changed – not
easy when nerves are on edge and time is
of the essence.

This last facet is of particular
value as the defibrillator is
available for use by the
Primary School pupils and
staff. Prior to my retirement
from CWaC Children’s
Services Department, I was
Lead Psychologist on the
Cheshire Critical Incident
Response Team. The team
offered support to school
staff, pupils and their families
in the aftermath of serious
illness, accident or death.

The defibrillator is on the side
of the village hall and has a
motion activated light for the
hours of darkness. It is in a
secure locked cabinet and

registered on the National Circuit and is
available 24 hours per day. If required the
person rings 999 and the Ambulance
Service will give the access code and at
the same time despatch a paramedic. The
code is only available via the Ambulance
Service as a security system to avoid
theft of the machine.

Anything that can help lessen the trauma
of being directly involved in a distressing
event requiring the use of a defibrillator
is of immense value, and our thanks once
again to Councillor Paul Roberts for
funding this gift to the village.

Norma Goodwin

There is also a defibrillator situated at
Aldford Village Hall details of which will
be included in a future newsletter. Is there
one in Churton?

Ed.

You Could Help Save a Life
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Each Wednesday in Lent, 10:00 am
At St John’s, Aldford
Morning Prayers

Friday 1st April, 2:00 pm
(Aldford Village Hall)
Silver & Gold Club

Speaker: David Cummins

Saturday 2nd April, 10:00 am-12 noon
Village Hall Coffee Morning

(Aldford Village Hall)
Call in for a chat with your neighbours
and grab a refreshment and biscuit.
Donations welcome towards a new

Village Hall defibrillator.

Friday 8th April
Race Night

(Aldford Village Hall)
Organised by the Fete Committee, no
need to buy a ticket to come. Why not
sponsor a horse? (each horse has a
jockey £5 and trainer £5) see Emma in
the shop. On the night join the race
night fun, bring your own refreshments

and snacks.

Saturday 9th April, 7:00 pm
(Aldford Village Hall)

Whist

Thursday 14th April, 7:30 pm
At St Mary’s, Bruera
Maundy Thursday
Holy Communion

Friday 15th April, 2:00 pm
At St John’s, Aldford

Good Friday
Easter Meditation

Sunday 17th April, 10:15 am
At St John’s, Aldford

Easter Day
Holy Communion

Monday 25th April
(Aldford Village Hall)

Bingo!
In support of the Bowling Club.

Saturday 23rd April, 7:00 pm
(Aldford Village Hall)

Whist

Friday 6th May, 2:00 pm
(Aldford Village Hall)
Silver & Gold Club

with singers Jon & Pam Baddisley

AldfordVillage Hall

The Aldford Village Hall Committee are
looking for a Chair Person, someone
passionate about the heart of their
community, keen to become involved
and volunteer.

Contact Liz Humphries (2 Church Lane,
Aldford, 07907463808)

To hire the hall or for more information
contact Hall Manager, Debs Blakemore
07843 538830

ForYour Diary
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Puzzle Page

Across
1 ‘The baby in my — leaped for joy’
(Luke 1:44) (4) 3 A ‘don’t know’ in
matters of faith (8)

9 In the distant past (Jeremiah 2:20)
(4,3)

10 Armada (1 Kings 10:22) (5)
11 Where Moses was confronted with
the burning bush (Exodus 3:1) (5)

12 Hair colour indicative of skin
infection (Leviticus 13:30) (6)

14 ‘The worries of this life and the — of
wealth choke it, making it unfruitful’
(Matthew 13:22) (13)

17 Expel (2 Kings 13:23) (6)
19 What Jesus wrapped round his waist
when he washed his disciples’ feet
(John 13:4) (5)
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Puzzle Page

22 The sixth plague to afflict the
Egyptians (Exodus 9:9) (5)

23 For nine (anag.) (7)
24 Where there is no time (Psalm 93:2)
(8)

25 Goliath’s challenge to the Israelite
army in the Valley of Elah: ‘This day
I — the ranks of Israel!’ (1 Samuel
17:10) (4)

Down
1 ‘I will become angry with them and
forsake them; I — — my face from
them’ (Deuteronomy 31:17) (4,4)

2 Usual description of prophets such as
Amos, Hosea, Micah, and so on (5)

4 ‘They cannot see the light of the
gospel of the — — — , who is the
image of God’ (2 Corinthians 4:4)
(5,2,6)

5 An animal’s internal edible parts
(Leviticus 4:11) (5)

6 Popular 20th-century religious novel
by Lloyd C. Douglas, which became
a 1953 film starring Richard Burton
(3,4)

7 ‘A — on a hill cannot be hidden’
(Matthew 5:14) (4)

8 One of the exiles, a descendant of
Bebai, who married a foreign woman
(Ezra 10:28) (6)

13 Old Testament hymn-singing (8)
15 ‘And O what transport of delight
from thy pure — floweth’ (7)

16 Of felt (anag.) (3,3)
18 ‘So — the — sets you free, you will
be free indeed’ (John 8:36) (2,3)

20 Comes between ‘bad’ and ‘worst’
(John 5:14) (5)

21 ‘Neither height nor depth... will be—
to separate us from the love of God’
(Romans 8:39) (4)

ACROSS1,Womb.3,Agnostic.9,Long
ago.10,Fleet.11,Horeb.12,Yellow.14,
Deceitfulness.17,Banish.19,Towel.22,
Boils.23,Inferno.24,Eternity.25,Defy.
DOWN1,Willhide.2,Minor.4,Gloryof
Christ.5,Offal.6,TheRobe.7,City.8,
Zabbai.13,Psalmody.15,Chalice.16,
Letoff.18,Ifson.20,Worse.21,Able.
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Children’s Page
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