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What a time it has been; storms Dudley,
Eunice and Franklin have certainly
made themselves known. We hope and
pray that everyone has kept safe and not
suffered any serious damage to their
homes or property.

It is sobering, frightening perhaps, to be
faced with the raw power of nature; to
see just how powerful the elements are,
and how small and frail we are in
comparison. Praise God that we have
strong comfortable homes in which to
take shelter.

How appropriate it is then that one of the
readings on a recent Sunday morning
was from Luke chapter 8; the account of
Jesus calming the storm.

Jesus had told the disciple that they are
going to cross the lake. A terrible storm
arose, and the boat was beginning to
sink. The disciples were understandably
afraid. They did all they could to control
the situation, to save themselves, but
ultimately they were fearful for their
lives.

By comparison, Jesus was notably
undisturbed. Jesus was asleep in the
boat. Marks’ account tells us that he was
sleeping 'on a pillow.’ Jesus could not
have been less concerned.

Not that Jesus didn’t care, but simply
that he knew that God had given him a
task to complete, and that no matter how
great the storm, no matter how high the
waves, no matter how much water was
coming in to the boat, he would be led
by God to complete that task. He was
not afraid.

Having been woken by the disciples
Jesus simply speaks into the storm,
whispers to the winds, commands the
waves, and all the chaos stops. Suddenly
all is calm.

That calm faith in which Jesus rested
before his father, suddenly extended to
all around him and the storm came to an
end.

Such was Jesus’ confidence in God and
in God’s word. He was not afraid.

Jesus challenges the disciples, asking
them “where is your faith?”

Jesus challenges us in the same way.
When we face struggles and hardships,
when things are out of control, when life
is difficult and painful - where is our
faith?

We have a God who loves us, who sent
his son in to the world to save us. He
promises that he will be with us, no

The storm is great, but God is greater!
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to combine generosity with ingenuity and
put right the world’s grotesque
inequalities. Jesus responded to that
temptation by quoting scripture, “Human
beings cannot live on bread alone”. It
speaks volumes for the 21st Century.

Then Jesus was tempted to do a deal with
the devil, on the pretext that
collaboration would deliver results.
“God alone is due our homage”, was His
rebuff, quoting scripture again. Since
everyone worships something or
someone, it would be a valuable exercise
to consider carefully what or who takes
pride of place in our schedule. It’s a
tough one. What do we love most, and
do we need to adjust our priorities?

Magic was the next option. Jump off the
temple roof and you’ll be OK. Jesus
dismissed this offer with the words,
“Don’t put God to the test”. While that
stunt wouldn’t appeal to many
Christians, there’s a breed of phoney
preachers today who promise financial
success and perfect health to their
followers.

Others reduce the Gospel to the single
word, ‘love’, as though acquiring a sunny
disposition could solve humanity’s
problems. The definition of love in 1
Corinthians, Chapter 13, suggests
something quite different. That Chapter
could provide the whole agenda for Lent
and beyond.

From The Parish Pump

matter what, that however hard life feels,
he will be with us. He will watch over us
for good, and deliver us from the storms
of our lives.

The disciples end up asking “who is
this?” and we need to know, to be sure in
ourselves, as they eventually were, that
this is "Jesus Christ the Son of God," who
came into the world to save us from our
sins, and that he will be with us, never
leaving or abandoning us.

The storm may seem very great, but the
power and love of God is very much
greater.

Do not be afraid!

God bless, Karl

What about Lent?

Lent encourages us to examine how
we’re getting on. It’s especially useful
for people who have been practising
Christians for some time. We’re used to
saying prayers, going to church and
trying to express our faith in action, but
the routine may have become a bit jaded.
We would like to beef it up, but the very
busyness of living gets in the way.

Self-examination doesn’t demand
grovelling or self-abasement or
flagellation. It means going into the open
space of the wilderness with Jesus and
trying to imagine what He was facing, as
He prepared Himself “in the power of the
Spirit” to embark on His life’s work.

What might His temptations mean for us
here and now? They offered Him short
cuts. Turning stones into bread could
solve the world’s poverty gap in a stroke.
It would relieve us of our responsibility
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We are loved with everlasting love! One
of the greatest and most comforting
doctrines taught in the Bible is the love of
God for His people. In the Law and in the
Prophets; in the poetical and historical
books; in Gospels and Letters – all agree
to tell us what God said to His people
through Jeremiah. “I have loved you with
an everlasting love” (Jeremiah 31:3).

It was that love that moved the Father to
send His Son into the world (John 3:16).
Paul writes glowingly of “that great love
with which He loved us” (Ephesians 2:4).
John emphasises the same great truth in a
magnificent creed of just three words:
‘God is love’ (1 John 4:8). Quite simply
there is nothing in all creation more
reassuring, more comforting, more
encouraging, more uplifting than to know
that God loves us. And we can go further
and put it in personal terms as Paul did.
‘He loved me and gave Himself for me’
(Galatians 2:21).

How can we illustrate the illimitable love
of God? One such illustration was told by
the Rev John Wilbur Chapman of
Indiana, an ordained Presbyterian
minister who in 1893 went into full-time
evangelistic ministry.

One evening Chapman was travelling by
train in a rural part of Kansas. The other
passenger in the carriage was a young
man who kept glancing out the window
and then covering his face with his hands.
Chapman asked if he could help.

The young man confessed that many
years before he had run away from home
and ‘sown his wild oats.’ He had not
written to his parents at all, until a few

weeks before, telling them that he would
be travelling on this train. At a certain
point it passed very close to his home. In
the letter he had begged his parents’
forgiveness and asked if they wanted him
to come home. If so, they were to tie a
yellow ribbon on the old apple tree that
grew right beside the railway lines.

“Sir,” he said to Chapman, “the train will
soon pass my home but I’m afraid to
look. If there’s a yellow ribbon on the
tree, I’ll get off at the next station and go
home. If there’s no ribbon, I’ll just travel
on. But I’m too afraid to look out for the
tree.” So Chapman offered to look for
him.

“You can open your eyes now,’ he said a
few minutes later. The returning prodigal
looked at Chapman with tears and
quivering lips. ‘All is well,’ said the
evangelist. ‘There is a yellow ribbon on
the apple tree. In fact, there’s far more
than one. Every branch is hanging with
yellow ribbons, scores and scores of
them. Your parents love you that much,
they want you to come home.”

If parents can love their wayward
children like that, how much greater is
the love of God! Truly, we are loved with
everlasting love.

From The Parish Pump

You may well remember that in 1973 this
story was reinterpreted in the song “Tie a
Yellow Ribbon Round the Old Oak Tree”
first sung by Dawn, but covered by such
greats as Dean Martin and Frank
Sinatra. Ed.

The story of the yellow ribbons
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What did your church learn during
lockdown?

This month marks two years since the
UK’s first Covid lockdown. Churches
closed their doors for worship as
infection levels, hospital admissions and,
tragically, deaths rose.

Even today, some worshippers are
reluctant to return to ‘in person’ worship,
and churches are still taking care to limit
Covid risks.

What did we learn in the 24 months since
the pandemic became part of our
everyday lives? I have picked out four
learning points:

Churches built stronger links with their
local communities. Church services may
have been suspended, or moved online,
but many churches set up networks of
support for people within their
congregations and across their areas.
Churches supported or set up ways of
helping the most vulnerable in their
communities, and many churchgoers
volunteered to help local caring charities
and, later, at vaccination centres.

Churches reached new people by going
online. Overnight, many churches threw
open their doors to people on their
doorstep, and further afield. Suddenly,
distance did not matter – and people were
‘attending’ online services at churches
around the world. Worshippers with
disabilities welcomed the online services
– and gently asked why it had taken the
wider Church so long to acknowledge
their needs.

Churchgoers learnt to be grateful for all
the things they had taken for granted.
Suddenly, singing hymns or worship
songs together, receiving communion
with bread and wine, and responding to a
sermon together, all became a memory
from an earlier time. We realised how
much we needed each other and
appreciated each other’s fellowship and
presence. Home-based fellowship
groups, now online, thrived at many
churches.

Churches chose their priorities. During
lockdown, many churches asked
themselves, what really matters? What
are our priorities now? Disputes around
issues of church governance or practices
were put on the back-burner and
congregations focussed on providing
services of worship and supporting those
in need.

These are just my ‘top four’ suggestions
– and of course they will not apply to all
churches. Perhaps I have painted too rosy
a picture?

Why not ask yourself, what your church
learnt during lockdown – and how far
those lessons could help you plan for the
future?

From The Parish Pump

What did our church learn during lockdown?
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Ever wonder why we eat pancakes just
before Lent? The tradition dates back to
Anglo-Saxon times, when Christians
spent Lent in repentance and severe
fasting.

So on the Tuesday before Ash
Wednesday, the church bell would
summon them to confession, where they
would be ‘shriven’, or absolved from
their sins, which gives us Shrove
Tuesday. At home, they would then eat
up their last eggs and fat, and making a
pancake was the easiest way to do this.
For the next 47 days, they pretty well
starved themselves.

Pancakes feature in cookery books as far
back as 1439, and today’s pancake races
are in remembrance of a panicked
woman back in 1445 in Olney,
Buckinghamshire. She was making
pancakes when she heard the shriving
bell calling her to confession. Afraid
she’d be late, she ran to the church in a
panic, still in her apron, and still holding
the pan.

Flipping pancakes is also centuries old.
A poem from Pasquil’s Palin in 1619
runs: “And every man and maide doe
take their turne, And tosse their Pancakes
up for feare they burne.”

Some people have noted that the
ingredients of pancakes can be used to
highlight four significant things about
this time of year: eggs stand for creation,
flour is the staff of life, while salt keeps
things wholesome, and milk stands for
purity.

From The Parish Pump

ShroveTuesday ForYour Diary

Wednesday 2nd March, 10:00 am
At St John’s, Aldford
Ash Wednesday
Holy Communion

Each Wednesday in Lent, 10:00 am
At St John’s, Aldford
Morning Prayers

Sunday 27th March, 10:15 am
At St John’s, Aldford

Mothering Sunday Service

Thursday 14th April, 7:30 pm
At St Mary’s, Bruera
Maundy Thursday
Holy Communion

Friday 15th April, 2:00 pm
At St John’s, Aldford

Good Friday
Easter Meditation

Sunday 17th April, 10:15 am
At St John’s, Aldford

Easter Day
Holy Communion
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Puzzle Page

Across
1 Arouse (Song of Songs 2:7) (6)
4 Extinguish (Isaiah 1:31) (6)
8 ‘“They—— ,” you will say, “but I’m
not hurt!”’ (Proverbs 23:35) (3,2)

9 Unhappiness (Nehemiah 2:2) (7)
10 Jewish (7)
11 Dirge (anag.) (5)

12 ‘A truthful witness gives honest — ,
but a false witness tells lies’
(Proverbs 12:17) (9)

17 Paul quoted from the second one in
his address in the synagogue at
Pisidian Antioch (Acts 13:33) (5)

19 ‘Do not use your freedom to — the
sinful nature’ (Galatians 5:13) (7)

21 ‘As you can see, he has done nothing
to — death’ (Luke 23:15) (7)
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22 Name applied by Isaiah to Jerusalem
(Isaiah 29:1) (5)

23 ‘All the people — — one man,
saying, “None of us will go home”’
(Judges 20:8) (4,2)

24 Lazarus, who was carried by angels
to Abraham’s side when he died, was
one (Luke 16:20) (6)

Down
1 Appalled (Job 26:11) (6)
2 ‘In an — to escape from the ship, the
sailors let the lifeboat down into the
sea’ (Acts 27:30) (7)

3 Expel (Acts 18:16) (5)
5 ‘But I have a baptism to — , and how
distressed I am until it is completed!’
(Luke 12:50) (7)

6 ‘Of the increase of his government
and peace there will be—— ’(Isaiah
9:7) (2,3)

7 Hurry (Psalm 119:60) (6)

9 ‘For I desire mercy, not — , and
acknowledgement of God rather than
burnt offerings’ (Hosea 6:6) (9)

13 One of its towns was Sychar, where
Jesus met a woman at Jacob’s well
(John 4:5) (7)

14 Shouting (Acts 7:57) (7)
15 Arachnid (Isaiah 59:5) (6)
16 One of Paul’s first converts in
Philippi was Lydia, a — in purple
cloth (Acts 16:14) (6)

18 Donkeys (5)
20 Raked (anag.) (5)

Answers
ACROSS:1,Awaken.4,Quench.8,Hit
me.9,Sadness.10,Semitic.11,Ridge.12,
Testimony.17,Psalm.19,Indulge.21,
Deserve.22,Ariel.23,Roseas.24,
Beggar.
DOWN:1,Aghast.2,Attempt.3,Eject.5,
Undergo.6,Noend.7,Hasten.9,
Sacrifice.13,Samaria.14,Yelling.15,
Spider.16,Dealer.18,Asses.20,Drake.
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Children’s Page
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Colouring Page
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Children’s Page
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Children’s Page
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Rector: Revd Julian Beauchamp,Waverton Tel: 01244 336668
Associate Minister: Revd Karl Jones,Aldford Tel: 01244 620403

St John’s and St Mary’sWebsite:
https://aldfordandbruerachurches.wordpress.com

St John’s,Aldford

First Sunday 10:15 AM
Holy Communion (BCP)

Second Sunday 10:15 AM
Family Service

Third Sunday 10:15 AM
Holy Communion

Fourth Sunday 10:15 AM
Holy Communion

Fifth Sunday 10:15 AM
Morning Worship

St Mary’s, Bruera

First Sunday 11:00 AM
Holy Communion (Even months)
Family Service (Odd months)

Second Sunday 6:30 PM
Holy Communion

Third Sunday 6:30 PM
Evensong

Fourth Sunday 6:30 PM
Holy Communion (BCP)

Fifth Sunday 6:30 PM
Evensong

Service Pattern


