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Diocese of ChesterNovember 2021
Parish Newsletter

ST JOHNTHE BAPTIST,ALDFORD &
ST MARYTHEVIRGIN, BRUERA

This month will see both the annual
Remembrance Day Service, and the
beginning of Advent. Both special
times; times when we remember those
who went before us and made the world
we live in a better place.

At the Remembrance Service (10:30am,
St John’s on Sunday 14th November) we
remember all those who gave their lives
in service of their country in the two
World Wars, and in the many other
conflicts around the world since then.

We recall their courage and sacrifice,
and the courage and sacrifice of those
they left behind, and who would
continue to mourn their loss for so many
years after the wars had ended.

We remember all those who made such
sacrifice with respect and gratitude.

As Advent approaches we also start to
retell the story of the Lord Jesus Christ.

We tell of the many years of prophecy
that led up to his birth, we tell of the
events surrounding that birth, we
meditate on his life, his teaching, and
eventually his death.

Here too, there is cause for great
gratitude; Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
the one who was perfect man and perfect

God, flawless and without sin, died on
the cross so that we could be forgiven
for our sins.

The sins we commit put us, as it were, in
debt to God. It is a debt that we do not
have the means to pay; we would be
without hope.

On the cross Jesus paid that debt for us.
He was shamed for us, tormented for us,
crucified for us, and died for us. Jesus
made it possible for our sin to be
forgiven and for us to have a new
relationship with God.

But it did not end there. Jesus rose from
the dead, and by his Holy Spirit is
present with us, among those who trust
and believe in him.

Jesus is our guardian and guide, our
captain and carer, our saviour and
supreme joy.

Sadly, the sacrifices of those who died in
the war could not bring ultimate peace to
the world, Sadly, the same kinds of
tensions and conflicts that led to such
suffering are still with us.

In looking to Jesus however, we have a
greater hope; a hope that transcends this
world and promises peace with God
forever.

We remember with gratitude

God bless, Karl
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There are so many small things in our
world that are beautiful and remarkable
but often missed, including this lovely
fairy toadstool. We grow up seeing them
in story books and that is where they
seem to belong so going into the garden
and finding one took me by surprise and
I felt as excited as any six year old. No
fairy, but so what !

I have lived here for nearly forty years
and this is a first, so why have I been
granted this pleasure? I guess the warm
and wet late summer has played a part but
more to the point I have learnt that there
is a botanical link with the roots of birch
trees. That makes sense as I have a huge
birch with roots that spread widely. At
this time of year when all else is fading
the toadstools stand out like small
beacons. A last burst of colour to cheer
us? The result of the weather or just
another of Gods happy afterthoughts late
on the sixth day!

Growth is rapid and as the fungus
develops under ground it is covered with
a fine white membrane or ‘veil’. As the
toadstool grows this veil splits into small
pieces which form the white spots, which
really are the finishing touch I was
disappointed to learn that heavy rain will
wash the spots away. Twelve hours after
I took the photo, the toadstool had grown
and formed a perfect fairy table seven
inches across, plus spots !

They grow far and wide, even in
Lapland, and there are claims that Father
Christmas based his red & white outfit on
them. Rudolph’s nose wasn’t mentioned
but who can say?

I have also learnt that in 4000 BC they
were mashed and used to make a drink
that was used in religious ceremonies.
How can they possibly know? I am
sceptical !

However they certainly feature in Alice
in Wonderland. It is said that Alice’s
disturbing experiences were based on
Lewis Carrolls own experiments with the
toadstools.

At this point I must emphasise that they
are poisonous. I should also say that they
are correctly referred to as mushrooms
but that sounds wrong for my purpose.

So irrespective of all this they are a
lovely surprise and I am sure the fairies
find them very handy. Now they have
gone for another year but I know that
next year the surprise will be just as
good.

Elisabeth Frood

AnAutumnTreat
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This month sees the eagerly anticipated
COP26 climate conference in Glasgow.
As Christians, we need to hold together
two key insights, if we are to engage with
the challenge of climate change:

The world is not ours:

‘The earth is the Lord’s and everything in
it’ (Psalm 24:1). The world is not ours,
but God’s! If we understand this, we will
rediscover the responsibility of our
calling to care for God’s world: ‘The
Lord God took the man and put him in
the Garden of Eden to work it and take
care of it.’ (Genesis 2:15). This
challenges our consumer mindset, that
says the resources of the earth are both
limitless and exist for our pleasure. As
well as caring for the planet, we also need
to care for its people, for it’s the poorest
who will suffer the most from climate
change. According to the World Bank,
100 million could fall into poverty by
2030. We cannot properly address the
climate crisis until we re-learn our place
in God’s world!

We belong to Christ:

We also belong to the one in whom: ‘all
things were created: things in heaven and
on earth, visible and invisible, whether
thrones or powers or rulers or authorities;
all things have been created through him
and for him.’ (Colossians 1:16). We can
look forward to the climax of history
when God will restore the broken world
and make everything new. We are
empowered by Christ to take our proper
place as stewards of the earth, as we
share in this hope. We are called to love
God and neighbour, and care for the

planet by living simply, recycling,
conserving energy and choosing reusable
options.

However great the climate crisis gets, as
Christians, we can engage in it with faith
and not with fatalism!

From The Parish Pump

No proof-of-jab needed to go to
church

You can go to church this autumn for
worship, baptisms, weddings, and
funerals, all without needing to offer
proof that you have had the jab.

The Church of England welcomed the
news that vaccination certification will
not be required. As a spokesman said: “it
would be difficult … to justify limiting
access to church services or organisations
on the basis of vaccine passports. Such
an approach would run contrary to the
principle of the Church being a home-
and-a-refuge for all.”

From The Parish Pump

Caring for Creation



‘In Flanders' fields the poppies blow
between the crosses, row on row, that
mark our place: and in the sky the larks,
still bravely singing, fly scarce heard
amid the guns below.’

This is the first verse of John McCrae’s
poem, first published in Punch magazine
in 1915. It soon came to symbolise the
sacrifice of all who died in World War
One. Today, the poppy remains a tangible
symbol for those who have sacrificed
their lives in war, especially as we
remember those who died in
Afghanistan. But why do we remember?

‘They will beat their swords into
ploughshares and their spears into
pruning hooks. Nation will not take up
sword against nation, nor will they train
for war anymore.’ (Micah 4:3). Writing
700 years before Christ, Micah spoke at
the time when Samaria fell due to the
aggression of Assyria. However, he
prophesied a future of hope, a world
where nations come together in peace
rather than war. His words are fulfilled in
the kingdom of God established by Jesus.

Our understanding of peace is more than
simply the absence of conflict. It is about
building relationships between people,
communities and nations, founded on
love and justice for all. As we remember
those who died in war, we should look
practically at how we can build such
relationships, beginning with our own
families, colleagues and neighbours. ‘We
will walk in the name of the Lord our
God for ever and ever.’ (Micah 4:5). Let’s
ask God’s Spirit to make us people of
peace, justice and compassion for today’s
world.

‘They shall grow not old as we that are
left grow old: Age shall not weary them,
nor the years condemn. At the going
down of the sun and in the morning we
will remember them.’

From The Parish Pump

International Day of Prayer
for the Persecuted

The International Day of Prayer for the
Persecuted Church will be taking place
on Sunday 7th November. This year
Open Doors, CSW and Release
International are again teaming up for a
special online social media event on that
day.

For more details, please visit Open Doors
at www.opendoorsuk.org/resources/
prayer/idop/

From The Parish Pump

LestWe Forget
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It was 150 years ago, on 10th November
1871, that Welsh journalist and explorer
Henry Morton Stanley located the
missing missionary Dr David
Livingstone near Lake Tanganyika, in
present-day Tanzania. He may or may not
have greeted him with the words:
“Doctor Livingstone, I presume?”

Stanley’s real name was John Rowlands.
He was born in Denbigh to an unmarried
18-year-old who abandoned him. He
ended up in a workhouse until he was 15,
then went to America, where he changed
his name and became an American
citizen. When he found Livingstone, he
was working for the New York Herald.

Known for his strength of will, Stanley
also had an African name – Bula Matari
– Breaker of Rocks. Much of his life was
spent in Central Africa, and his
reputation was mixed: he was said by
some to be violent toward Africans, but
by others to have treated them well. His
feats as an explorer were impressive: he
played a big part in locating the true
source of both the Nile and the Congo,
and he helped open up the Congo on
behalf of King Leopold of Belgium.

Though not overtly religious, he felt he
was engaged in a “sacred task”. He was
re-naturalised a British subject in 1892,
following his marriage.

From The Parish Pump

Doctor Livingstone, I presume? FORYOUR DIARY

Sunday 14th November 2021
10:30 am, Remembrance Service

at St John’s, Aldford.

Sunday 19th December 2021
6:30 pm, Carol Service
at St John’s, Aldford.

Friday 24th December 2021
4:00 pm, Christingle
at St John’s, Aldford.

Friday 24th December 2021
11:30 pm, Holy Communion
at St John’s, Aldford.

Saturday 25th December 2021
11:00 am, Holy Communion
at St Mary’s, Bruera.
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Puzzle Page

Across
1 In David’s battle with the Arameans,
700 of these were killed (2 Samuel
10:18) (11)

9 ‘No — , impure or greedy person has
any inheritance in the kingdom of
God’ (Ephesians 5:5) (7)

10 City on the banks of the River Nile
(5)

11 Stamped addressed envelope (1,1,1)

13 Taverns (4)
16 ‘Be on your guard; stand — in the
faith’ (1 Corinthians 16:13) (4)

17 ‘He will not always — , nor will he
harbour his anger for ever’ (Psalm
103:9) (6)

18 and 27 Down
Where the magi came from and what
guided them (Matthew 2:1–2) (4,4)
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20 Ancient Celtic alphabet of 20
characters (4)

21 She married Esau when he was 40
years old (Genesis 26:34) (6)

22 A great-grandson of Noah (Genesis
10:7) (4)

23 Title accorded to certain Roman
Catholic clerics (abbrev.) (4)

25 ‘My house will be a house of prayer;
but you have made it a — of robbers’
(Luke 19:46) (3)

28 Annie (anag.) (5)
29 Plead with (Zechariah 7:2) (7)
30 Tenth foundation of the new
Jerusalem (Revelation 21:20) (11

Down
2 ‘We have a building from God, an
eternal house in heaven, not built by
— hands’ (2 Corinthians 5:1) (5)

3 Uncommon excellence (Proverbs
20:15) (4)

4 ‘You have exalted my horn like that
of a wild ox; fine — have been
poured upon me’ (Psalm 92:10) (4)

5 — Homo (‘Behold the Man’) (4)
6 ‘He has given proof of this to all men
by — him from the dead’ (Acts
17:31) (7)

7 ‘Our — is in heaven’ (Philippians
3:20) (11)

8 ‘This is a day you are to — ’ (Exodus
12:14) (11)

12 Assault (Psalm 17:9) (6)
14 ‘Jesus found a young donkey and —
upon it’ (John 12:14) (3)

15 Liverpool dialect (6)

19 ‘Remember the — day by keeping it
holy’ (Exodus 20:8) (7)

20 19th-century German physicist after
whom the unit of electrical resistance
is named (3)

24 Nazirites were not allowed to eat this
part of a grape (Numbers 6:4) (5)

25 ‘If anyone would come after me, he
must — himself and take up his cross
and follow me’ (Mark 8:34) (4)

26 Evil Roman emperor from AD54 to
68, responsible for condemning
hundreds of Christians to cruel
deaths (4)

27 See 18 Across

Answers

ACROSS:1,Charioteers.9,Immoral.10,
Cairo.11,SAE.13,Inns.16,Firm.17,
Accuse.18,East.20,Ogam.21,Judith.
22,Seba.23,Msgr.25,Den.28,Inane.
29,Entreat.30,Chrysoprase.
DOWN:2,Human.3,Rare.4,Oils.5,
Ecce.6,Raising.7,Citizenship.8,
Commemorate.12,Assail.14,Sat.15,
Scouse.19,Sabbath.20,Ohm.24,Seeds.
25,Deny.26,Nero.27,Star.
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Children’s Page
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Colouring Page
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Children’s Page



Page 11Page 11

Children’s Page
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Rector: Revd Julian Beauchamp,Waverton Tel: 01244 336668
Associate Minister: Revd Karl Jones,Aldford Tel: 01244 620403

St John’s and St Mary’sWebsite:
https://aldfordandbruerachurches.wordpress.com

St John’s,Aldford

First Sunday 10:15 AM
Holy Communion (BCP)

Second Sunday 10:15 AM
Family Service

Third Sunday 10:15 AM
Holy Communion

Fourth Sunday 10:15 AM
Holy Communion

Fifth Sunday 10:15 AM
Morning Worship

St Mary’s, Bruera

First Sunday 11:00 AM
Holy Communion (Even months)
Family Service (Odd months)

Second Sunday 6:30 PM
Holy Communion

Third Sunday 6:30 PM
Evensong

Fourth Sunday 6:30 PM
Holy Communion (BCP)

Fifth Sunday 6:30 PM
Evensong

Service Pattern


