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I used to live in the north-east, near a
place called Beamish. Beamish is a
living museum. Gathered there are
examples of all sorts of lives from the
past; there is an old fashioned garage, a
stable, an old school house, a farm, and
a hardware store among others.

Particularly popular is the old shop,
where sweets are bought from glass jars,
weighed out into paper bags. Each day,
behind the shop, they have
demonstrations of how the sweets were
made. Large bowls of frighteningly hot
sugar, poured onto cold marble tables,
flavouring and colour added, and then,
once the sugar was cold enough, pulled
repeatedly over the taffy hook. Then the,
still hot, mixture was rolled out through
hand-cranked machines to cut out the
individual sweets.

These sweets must have been very
popular, because across the road was the
dentist.

Looking at the tools and equipment that
the dentist had at his disposal, one is not
surprised that people were routinely
afraid of visiting; injections were more
like pipes than needles! It all seemed
pretty basic, even brutal.

How much better the accuracy, and
precision of modern tools.

When it comes to surgery, I imagine, the
sharper the better.

One of the readings in church recently
was from Hebrews chapter 4, where we
are told: “…the word of God is living
and active, sharper than any two-edged
sword, piercing to the division of soul
and spirit, of joints and of marrow, and
discerning the thought and intention s of
the heart.”

God’s word is described as if it were the
tool of a master surgeon. God’s word is
the sharpest of instruments, able to
dissect-out not just flesh and bone, but
the very soul itself. No matter how
deeply hidden, no matter how well
covered, no matter how tied in with all
around it, God’s word exposes the soul
as it truly is.

God sees everything; nothing is hidden
from him. God’s word reveals us in all
our flaws and weaknesses, and leaves us
exposed before him.

Lest we feel overly anxious standing
thus before our God, the writer of
Hebrews goes on to say that: “…we
have a great high priest who has passed
through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of
God…” and goes on to say “let us then
with confidence draw near to the throne
of grace, that we may receive mercy and

God’s word is sharper than any sword
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find grace to help in time of need.”

The point is that God’s word does not just
expose our sin to make us feel bad, to
burden us with guilt or shame, but rather,
like the surgeon exposing some form of
diseased tissue, God exposes our sin so
that it can be treated, removed, dealt with
– forgiven!

We have a great high priest, Jesus, who
offered himself to God in our place on the
cross. By faith in him all our flaws and
failures can be forgiven; we can be
restored, healed, made new. We can
approach God, not in fear, but in
confidence that he loves us, and will
never abandon us.

Last year I wrote an article for the
Newsletter about the start of lockdown
and the changes it meant for all of us.
Eighteen months isn’t really so long , but
with all the anxiety and adjustments to
daily life it somehow feels a very long
time ago. Our lives are never going to be
quite the same again but I pray that we
may now draw breath, find our new
‘normal’ and that better times lie ahead.

God bless, Karl

‘Wake up world!’

Bishop calls for action after climate
report

The Bishop of Norwich, Graham Usher,
has called for immediate action on
climate change, following the
publication of the major UN scientific
report.

He said: “The message of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate

Change’s Sixth Assessment Report is
loud and clear: ‘Wake up world!’

“It is time to stop playing political games
and take action now. We are already
seeing the effects of the climate
emergency around the world - and it is
the world's economically poorest people
who are already suffering the most.

“So it is our moral duty, and a Christian
calling to do all we can to try to turn the
tide.

At COP26 there will be an opportunity to
act, our leaders must seize this moment
and deliver real and impactful change for
the future of God's creation.

“We don’t have a spare Earth.”

From The Parish Pump
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We all know only too well how hard it
has been for Doctors, Nurses and
Ancillary staff and we are grateful to
them.We also have to thank teachers who
kept schools open for Key workers’
children and others who plodded on
without complaint dealing with essential
services and those vital tasks which are
rarely acknowledged.

Of course there are many others who
have made a huge contribution
sometimes at personal cost and I hope
they know that their efforts have been
appreciated. Credit to all who struggled
on in lonely isolation, Families who
managed home schooling in cramped
conditions, tradesmen who came out in
emergencies …Thank you !

Sadly we have lost some of our much
loved Church and village friends. We
remember them and have many
memories which we treasure.

During lockdown I realised anew how
fortunate we are to live surrounded by
open countryside, fresh air, space to walk
safely and good close knit communities.
Local links have been created on-line and
good neighbours became even better and
have been more appreciated than ever.
The local stores that were able to stay
open were a blessing for everyone and
we owe them our gratitude. I know that
recent restrictions have been difficult for
Will and Emma but lets hope that we can
soon get back to normal and enjoy coffee
and Emma’s lovely cakes…. indoors !

So …..what next !

Our Church life is slowly and safely
returning to normal. Our services are

now following the traditional pattern and
Karl is able to lead and teach us in
person. We once again sing hymns and
there is coffee after the service. We are
still socially distanced but we always did
tend to sit well apart so no great change
there! The children’s area is back to
normal and well stocked with sharpened
crayons. David, our Churchwarden, has
been hard at work organising essential
repairs and with Dereks help keeps
church open for Personal Prayer twice
each week. In Churton work continues on
plans for the future of the village pub. A
local meeting place is much needed.

The past months have been particularly
difficult for Su as she continues to isolate
before her operation and for Karl as he
supports her. Su’s faith and patient trust
in God is an example to us all. We miss
her so much at our services and look
forward to having her back with us again.

The break has, in many ways, been an
opportunity for the church and the
Villages to draw breath and think ahead.
Thanks to Jean and Derek, Silver and
Gold is now meeting again for the benefit
of all local villages and Whist has also
started. “Watch this space” for news of
future activities. There will be changes
and more help will be needed. How about
volunteering !

Winter is on the way and there may still
be some problems to come but we must
keep faith and give thanks for what has
so far been achieved.

Elisabeth Frood

Some Post-lockdown Reflections



Page 4Page 4

Modern Halloween celebrations have
their roots with the Celtic peoples of pre-
Christian times.

In those long-ago days, on the last night
of October, the Celts celebrated the
Festival of Samhain, or ‘Summer’s End’.
The priests, or Druids, performed
ceremonies to thank and honour the sun.
For there was a very dark side to all this:
Samhain also signalled the onset of
winter, a time when it was feared that
unfriendly ghosts, nature-spirits, and
witches roamed the earth, creating
mischief. So the Druid priests lit great
bonfires and performed magic rites to
ward off or appease these dark
supernatural powers.

Then the Romans arrived, and brought
their Harvest Festival which honoured
the Goddess Pomona with gifts of apples
and nuts. The two festivals slowly
merged.

When Christianity arrived still later, it
began to replace the Roman and Druid
religions. 1st November -All Saints’Day
- was dedicated to all Christian Martyrs
and Saints who had died. It was called
‘All Hallows’ Day’. The evening before
became an evening of prayer and
preparation and was called ‘All Hallows’
Eve’, The Holy Evening, later shortened
to ‘Halloween’.

For many centuries, however, fear of the
supernatural remained strong. During the
Middle Ages, animal costumes and
frightening masks were worn to ward off
the evil spirits of darkness on Halloween.
Magic words and charms were used to
keep away bad luck, and everybody

believed that witches ride about on
broomsticks. Fortune telling was popular,
and predicting the future by the use of
nuts and apples was so popular that
Halloween is still sometimes known as
Nutcrack Night or Snap-Apple Night.

Today, Christians have learned to turn to
prayer instead of charms to overcome the
powers of darkness. And the deeper, true
meaning of All Hallows’ Eve, should not
be forgotten. As Christians, we all draw
closer to Christ when we remember and
give thanks for our loved ones and for
others who have gone before us through
the gates of death.

From The Parish Pump

Dracula isn’t here!

A church in North Yorkshire has been
trying to convince eager tourists that the
vampire’s grave is NOT in their
churchyard.

Recently the church leaders at the Church
of St Mary the Virgin, Whitby, even put
up a poster in the entrance door which
reads: "Please do not ask staff where
Dracula's grave is as there isn't one.
Thank you."

Whitby inspired Bram Stoker to write his
novel, Dracula, in 1897. And it seems
that Stoker first came across the name
‘Dracula’ in Whitby’s library. It was
another name for the blood-thirsty
Romanian ruler, ‘Vlad the Impaler’.

The grave that can be found, however, is
that of a man named Swales, who is also
mentioned in the book.

All Hallows Eve – or Holy Evening
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The Rt Revd & Rt Hon Dr John Sentamu,
the former Archbishop of York, will be
the next Chair of the board of
international development agency
Christian Aid.

Dr Sentamu – who has been outspoken
on issues of poverty and justice in the UK
and globally for many years - served as
the Archbishop of York from 2005 until
2020. He was created by Her Majesty the
Queen, Baron of Lindisfarne in the
County of Northumberland and Masooli
in the Republic of Uganda. He is a
member of the UK Parliament, in the
House of Lords.

Born in Kampala, Uganda, Dr Sentamu
will be the first person of African descent
to take up the position of Chair in
Christian Aid’s 75-year history.

Dr Rowan Williams, former Archbishop
of Canterbury and current Chair, will
stand down at Christian Aid’s Annual
General Meeting (AGM) in November,
having served two full terms of office.

Announcing the appointment today,
Christian Aid’s CEO Amanda Khozi
Mukwashi said: “This is wonderful news
for Christian Aid. Dr Sentamu brings
with him a passion and energy for global
justice, a deep love of the Church and a
profound theological understanding that
will be able to speak into the crises of
climate change, Covid, conflict and debt
that are affecting the world’s poorest
communities. We look forward to
welcoming him to the Christian Aid
family.”

From The Parish Pump

New Chair for Christian Aid ForYour Diary

Sunday 31st October
Memorial Service

St Mary’s Bruera, 6:30 pm

You are warmly invited to our
Special Service of Prayer and

Thanksgiving for those bereaved in
recent years.

Sunday 14th November
Remebrance Service

St John’s, Aldford, 10:30 am

Join with us as we pay our respects
to those who fell in service of their

country.

Dates of servcies and events relating
to Christmas will appear in the next

magazne.
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Puzzle Page

ACROSS
1 ‘Those who were standing near Paul
said, “You — to insult God’s high
priest?”’ (Acts 23:4) (4)

3 They were assigned to guard the tree
of life (Genesis 3:24) (8)

9 ‘Elkanah son of Jeroham, the son of
Elihu, the — of — , the son of Zuph,
an Ephraimite’ (1 Samuel 1:1) (3,4)

10 Surrender (Joshua 24:23) (5)
11 Where American livestock can be
reared (5)

12 Listen (anag.) (6)
14 Alternative name for Kiriath Jearim
(2 Samuel 6:2) (6,2,5)

17 He founded Westminster Abbey, —
the Confessor (6)

19 Hebrew word for the place of the
dead (5)

22 Allies of Persia in the fifth century
BC (Esther 1:3) (5)

23 Where John Wesley was forced to
preach a lot (4,3)

24 Rebellion against God; abandonment
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Puzzle Page

of religious belief (8)
25 Note (anag.) (4)

DOWN
1 Give an account of (Mark 4:30) (8)
2 ‘I — — the path of your commands,
for you have set my heart free’
(Psalm 119:32) (3,2)

4 ‘He took the ephod, the other — —
and the carved image’ (Judges 18:20)
(9,4)

5 ‘You are a chosen people, a —
priesthood’ (1 Peter 2:9) (5)

6 The meek, the merciful and the
mourners are all this (Matthew 5:4–5,
7) (7)

7 Musical Instrument Digital Interface
(1,1,1,1)

8 He was the son of Nun
(Deuteronomy 34:9) (6)

13 ‘Let the little — come to me’
(Matthew 19:14) (8)

15 ‘About three thousand were — —
their number that day’ (Acts 2:41)
(5,2)

16 In John’s vision, the wall of the new
Jerusalem was made of this
(Revelation 21:18) (6)

18 ‘Our citizenship is in heaven. And we
eagerly — a Saviour from there, the
Lord Jesus Christ’ (Philippians 3:20)
(5)

20 ‘Glorify the Lord with me: let us —
his name together’ (Psalm 34:3) (5)

21 Young Men’s Christian Association
(1,1,1,1)

ANSWERS
ACROSS
1dare;3cherubim;9sonTohu;10yield;
11ranch;12enlist;14BaalahofJudah;
17Edward;19Sheol;22media;23open
air;24apostasy;25Eton
DOWN
1describe;2runin;4householdgods;5
royal;6blessed;7MIDI;8Joshua;13
children;15addedto;16Jasper;18
await;20exalt;21YMCA
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Children’s Page
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Colouring Page
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Children’s Page
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Rector: Revd Julian Beauchamp,Waverton Tel: 01244 336668
Associate Minister: Revd Karl Jones,Aldford Tel: 01244 620403

St John’s and St Mary’sWebsite:
https://aldfordandbruerachurches.wordpress.com

St John’s,Aldford

First Sunday 10:15 AM
Holy Communion (BCP)

Second Sunday 10:15 AM
Family Service

Third Sunday 10:15 AM
Holy Communion

Fourth Sunday 10:15 AM
Holy Communion

Fifth Sunday 10:15 AM
Morning Worship

St Mary’s, Bruera

First Sunday 11:00 AM
Holy Communion (Even months)
Family Service (Odd months)

Second Sunday 6:30 PM
Holy Communion

Third Sunday 6:30 PM
Evensong

Fourth Sunday 6:30 PM
Holy Communion (BCP)

Fifth Sunday 6:30 PM
Evensong

Service Pattern


