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ST JOHNTHE BAPTIST,ALDFORD &
ST MARYTHEVIRGIN, BRUERA

Hasn’t it been wonderful, over the last
couple of months, to be able to enjoy the
good weather, and to meet with friends
and family in a more relaxed
environment. After the difficult eighteen
months we have all been through we
have relished the opportunity for some
kind of normality. It has been ‘summer’
in so many ways.

Now, of course, we are into September,
and all the signs are that Summer is
slowly passing and Autumn is creeping
upon us.

While we will miss Summer and the
joys it brings, there also great treasures
to be found in Autumn.

As the leaves slowly turn the
countryside passes from a dull green to
a vibrant collage of browns, reds, golds
and yellows.

The days get shorter, and colder. Warm
mornings are replaced by a crispness all
around, and the smells of summer
subside, in the freshness of the Autumn
air.

There are the whiff of a well prepared
fire, as we spend more time warm and
comfortable in our homes.

Each season has its particular pleasures,
and in each season we can find the

blessings of God all around us.

This time of year, we think particularly
of God’s blessing given in harvest.

As the season ends and the produce of
the summer months is gathered-in, we
take time to thank God for his kindness
and provision.

We acknowledge the hard work and
commitment of those who work on the
land, those who gather, those who
process the lands’ bounty and provide
food in our stores.

It is a time of gratitude for all that is
good around us.

This year there will be two Harvest
Services in Aldford; on Sunday 3rd
October at 4:00 pm there will be the
parish Harvest Service, while on
Monday 4th at 9:30 am there will be the
Abbey Gate Harvest Service.

(Also, for your diary, we are starting to
plan a memorial service at St Mary’s,
Bruera, on Sunday 31st October. More
details to follow.)

Although we may not all be able to be
there at either of these service, let’s still
take time this Autumn to thank God for
his goodness.

God bless, Karl

All change ahead
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I’m involved in a project rooted in the
Church of England’s St Albans diocese,
north of London. We bring together
people from a range of backgrounds and
faiths to address the question ‘Where is
Truth now?’

A vital issue for us from recent months
has been ‘How has truth fared during the
pandemic? Here are five key points.

Truth can save your life.

Knowing the truth about the Covid-19
virus and vaccines gave vital protection
during the pandemic. The advice of
scientists, health professionals and
researchers has been widely sought out
and debated.

But we’ve also seen a rise in conspiracy
theories, anti-vaccination campaigns and
growing confusion as people challenge
the extent of the pandemic, and whether
Covid-19 is really a threat. Social media
algorithms stand accused of spreading
misinformation faster than reliable facts
and corrections.

Truth comes from trust.

Knowing who to trust is one of the fastest
growing challenges facing anyone
wanting to know more about the
pandemic and its causes.

While faith in doctors and scientists is
generally good, trust in politicians has
remained low, and scepticism and
confusion are growing.

Truth can be found on your doorstep –
but not always.

Local information has become more
important, especially during lockdowns.
But with local newspapers and radio in
decline, neighbourhood social media
networks have been taking their place,
spreading information – not all of it
verifiable and sometimes incorrect.

Often, it’s fear that drives our response to
the stories we read. We eagerly consume
stories highlighting a new ‘threat’ from
Covid or scapegoating people not
keeping to the lockdown rules. We
respond emotionally, ‘with our gut’ –
rather than our brain or intellect.

Truth has to be valued and protected.

Reliable, trusted journalism has been at a
premium. ITV News journalist Julie
Etchingham defended the role of the
media during Covid-19. The news
presenter, a practising Roman Catholic,
explained: “Many in our front-line
services and the wider public are
demanding answers. We are there on
their behalf.”

In December 2020, Yorkshire Post editor
James Mitchinson, published his
response to a reader who believed social
media posts over his newspaper’s
reports. The open letter, headlined ‘Do
not believe a stranger on social media
who disappears into the night’ sets out
the contrast between verified public
interest journalism and disinformation
posted online.

Five things we’ve learnt aboutTruth in the pandemic
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Truth can be complicated – and that’s
ok.

Throughout the pandemic, politicians
have spoken about ‘following the
science.’ This, they have said, has guided
their decision making. Yet scientists can
have a range of views, based on similar
research findings. It’s in the discussion
and debate that scientific truth arises.

People accept that the ‘scientific
evidence’ is not always straightforward.
We know that truth can be complicated,
from our own daily lives. So politicians
who level with their electors about the
complexity of the decisions are often
received with more credibility.

In continuing to ask the question “Where
is Truth Now?” our modest project is
helping to keep the conversation going –
and encouraging others to do the same.

From The Parish Pump

Climate Sunday is this month

Sunday 5th September is being
designated Climate Sunday, ahead of the
UN’s climate change conference,
COP26, in Glasgow during November.
How should we approach the challenge
of climate change?

We have damaged God’s creation: God
delights in His creation: ‘God saw all that
He had made, and it was very good.’
(Genesis 1:31). However, we have
damaged this world and impacted people,
created in His image. The burning of oil
or gas and cutting down forests is
increasing the concentration of
greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide
that trap heat in the Earth’s atmosphere.

The global average temperature could
increase by 1.5˚C in 2030, resulting in
significant damage to our planet.
Already, increasing temperatures are
melting ice caps, raising sea-levels,
changing rainfall patterns and creating
extreme climate events. It’s the 70% of
the world’s poorest population who are
being impacted most!

Hope is found in Jesus: He has an
intimate knowledge of the workings of
creation. ‘For in Him all things were
created: things in heaven and on earth,
visible and invisible, whether thrones or
powers or rulers or authorities; all things
have been created through Him and for
Him. He is before all things, and in Him
all things hold together.’ (Colossians
1:16,17). Our hope for the future lies in
what Jesus has done and continues to do
in the world. He is the one who sustains
creation and will bring everything to
completion.

An invitation to respond: Simple
everyday actions can help to sustain our
planet, including recycling of waste,
energy saving and changes in our
lifestyle and diet to help the planet. We
can fix our eyes on Jesus, as we pray for
our world for our world leaders,
gathering in Glasgow, asking that they
may reach a good agreement for the
future of our world.

From The Parish Pump
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The TV pictures looked like some
macabre video game, with toy aircraft
crashing into matchbox towers. Then
incredulity turned into utter dismay. This
was real: the most powerful nation in the
world had been invaded by 19 airborne
Islamic terrorists, with devastating effect.
Nearly 3,000 people died.

The US government announced a war on
terror. Futile invasions of Iraq and
Afghanistan followed, with more loss of
life.

9/11 was 20 years ago this month. Five
years later, coordinated suicide attacks on
London’s transport system were carried
out, also by Islamists. 52 people of 18
different nationalities were killed and
more than 700 were injured. In 2017, 23
people died and 1,017 were injured in the
Manchester Arena bombing. There have
been other terrorist murders; at least three
plots have been foiled during the
coronavirus pandemic.

Today, the MI5 estimate of the threat of a
terrorist attack in the UK hovers between
substantial and severe.

The world isn’t as secure as we had once
hoped. In addition to the menace of
unconstrained violence, our planet is
silently protesting against centuries of
abuse, and we’re only just waking up to
our accountability as stewards. At the
same time, we must come to terms with
the knowledge that Covid-19 and its
variations are permanent additions to the
list of deadly diseases to be held at bay by
immunisation. There will be more to
come.

Our forebears, who lived in even riskier
times, drew strength from Psalm 91:

You who live in the shelter of the
Most High, who abide in the
shadow of the Almighty, will say to
the Lord, “My refuge and my
fortress; my God, in whom I trust.”
For He will deliver you from the
snare of the fowler and from the
deadly pestilence …

The Psalm is no panacea, or divine
guarantee of earthly immunity, but the
assurance that God holds the whole
world in His hands and His ultimate
purposes will not be thwarted.

From The Parish Pump

Evil all about us

Lord, I don’t understand how people do
the horrible things to each other which I
read about in the newspapers. …. Lord,
I cry to You to help those who inflict such
injuries. Take hatred from their hearts;
give them understanding of the evil they
do. Strengthen the persecuted; give them
courage and a firm belief in You.

Give me and all who try to serve You the
desire to serve the suffering and fill us
with the love which will defeat the power
of evil in the world.

By Michael Hollings (1921–1997), a
Catholic priest in London

From The Parish Pump

20th anniversary of 9/11 – looking back on the horror
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Be careful with Covid, urges
Bishop of London

The Bishop of London, Sarah Mullally,
has encouraged churches and individuals
to continue to take precautions to protect
the vulnerable from Covid-19.

“Many will welcome the possibilities
now before us. However, this is a
difficult point in the course of the
pandemic. Despite vaccination rates,
cases are up, hospital admissions are up
and long covid remains an ongoing
concern. Therefore, our approach needs
to be cautious and careful.

“Taking personal responsibility means
taking precautions to protect those more
vulnerable than we consider ourselves to
be. Local church leaders know their
communities and their own
circumstances, and we will support them
making local decisions to keep
themselves and their community safe.”

From The Parish Pump

Flying bishop

The new Bishop wanted a bird’s eye
view of his new diocese, so he had an
idea. He rang his local airfield to charter
a flight, and was told that a twin-engine
plane would be waiting for him. Arriving
at the airfield, the bishop spotted a plane
warming up outside a hangar. He jumped
in, slammed the door shut, and shouted,
"Let's go!"

At once the pilot taxied out, swung the
plane into the wind and took off. Once in
the air, the bishop spent several minutes

enjoying the views, and looking for local
landmarks. Finally, he instructed the
pilot, "Fly down the valley now and make
low passes so I can take pictures of some
of the best of the old parish churches."

"Why?" asked the pilot.

"Because I'm the new bishop,” he replied
happily, adjusting his camera, “and I
want some good aerial views of my
diocese.”

The pilot was silent for a moment.
Finally he stammered, "So, what you're
telling me, is, you're NOT my flight
instructor?"

From The Parish Pump
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Puzzle Page

Clues Across
1 ‘Through [Christ] we have gained….
by faith into this grace’ (Romans 5:2)
(6)

4 Deprives of sight (Deuteronomy
16:19) (6)

8 The words of a hymn do this (mostly)
(5)

9 Faithful allegiance (1 Chronicles
12:33) (7)

10 Belgium’s chief port (7)

11 Where John was baptizing ‘because
there was plenty of water’ (John
3:23) (5)

12 Imposing height (Psalm 48:2) (9)
17 Jesus’ tempter in the wilderness
(Mark 1:13) (5)

19 Comes between Amos and Jonah (7)
21 ‘Your will be done’ … as it is in
heaven’ (Matthew 6:10) (2,5)

22 Gale (Matthew 8:24) (5)
23 Axle, eh? (anag.) (6)
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Puzzle Page

24 ‘Out of the… I cry to you, O Lord’
(Psalm 130:1) (6)

Clues Down
1 Popular Christian author and
humorist, Plass (6)

2 Transparent ice-like mineral
(Revelation 4:6) (7)

3 Method of compelling surrender by
surrounding target of attack (2
Chronicles 32:1) (5)

5 Expose (Isaiah 52:10) (3,4)
6 Lonny (anag.) (5)
7 Utterance (1 Timothy 1:15) (6)
9 Husband of Deborah, the prophetess
(Judges 4:4) (9)

13 Burial service (Jeremiah 34:5) (7)
14 What Christ threatened to do to the
lukewarm church in Laodicea
(Revelation 3:16) (4,3)

15 Simon Peter climbed aboard and
dragged the net (John 21:11) (6)

16 His response to Jesus’ decision to
return to Judea was ‘Let us also go,
that we may die with him’ (John
11:16) (6)

18 There will be weeping and gnashing
of … (Matthew 8:12) (5)

20 Walkway between rows of pews in a
church (5)

ANSWERS

ACROSS

1access;4blinds;8rhyme;9loyalty;
10Antwerp;11Aenon;12loftiness;17
Satan;19Obadiah;21onearth;22
storm;23exhale;24depths
DOWN

1Adrian;2crystal;3siege;5laybare;
6nylon;7saying;9Lappidoth;13
funeral;14spitout;15ashore;16
Thomas;18teeth;20aisle



Page 8Page 8

Children’s Page
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