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ST JOHNTHE BAPTIST,ALDFORD &
ST MARYTHEVIRGIN, BRUERA

The legal restrictions regarding social
distancing and mask wearing have been
set aside. We are no longer obliged by
law, to restrict ourselves in the way we
have been doing over the last year and a
half.

Sadly, many people seem to think that
this is the same as the government
giving the “all-clear.” We know only too
well, of course, that this is not the case,
and that Covid-19 remains a very
serious problem.

This calls us to question how we should
use our newly-restored freedom. Should
we go out and do all that we have a right
to do, or should we use our freedom to
best help and support those around us
who continue to need our consideration?

Paul, in his letter to the Galatian church,
talks a lot about freedom. In this case,
freedom from religious law, and
freedom from the power of sin.

For Paul. salvation is a matter of a true
and living faith Jesus Christ as Lord and
Saviour, and not about the observing of
religious rules, or about works of
charity. As such, Paul celebrates a new
freedom in Christ, a freedom in which
we can know and love God in a new
way.

Paul is concerned, however, that in
embracing this freedom from law, some
of the early believers may mistakenly
think that they can behave any way they
like, and that their actions don’t matter
at all. To this Paul answers “Yes, you are
free to live as you see fit”, but he goes on
to say “don’t use that freedom to sin, but
use it to love and serve one another.”

Paul replaces the religious law, with its
rules and regulations, with the law of
Jesus Christ, the law of love. Paul sets
aside religious observance, but offers
instead a greater principle, the principle
of love, by which our lives should be
guided.

This, of course, answers the question of
how we should respond to our new
freedom. That is, as Paul advises us, we
should surrender, when necessary, that
freedom to the greater purpose of loving
and supporting one another.

“For you were called to freedom,
brothers. Only do not use your freedom
as an opportunity for the flesh, but
through love serve one another. For the
whole law is fulfilled in one word: ‘“You
shall love your neighbour as yourself.”

Galatians 5:13-14

God bless, Karl

So now we are free?
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There was a time when Chester had a
tramway system. It opened in 1879 and to
begin with was horse operated. Electric
tramcars were introduced in 1903, at
which time the gauge was narrowed from
4 ft. 8 ½ in. to 3 ft. 6 in. Let’s travel back
a hundred years to 1921 and take a ride.

We’ve arrived at Chester General
Station, having returned from London on
the Great Western Railway, and perhaps
our train has been drawn by one of
George Churchward’s magnificent
“Saint” class express engines (the last of
which, No. 2999, Lady of Legend, was
completed as recently as 2019!). Outside
the station stands a diminutive (only 43
seats), double-decker tramcar looking
very smart in its apple-green and ivory
livery. It’s a nice day, so we’ll climb up
the stairs to the open top deck and take a

trip to Saltney; the tickets will cost us 2d
each (equivalent to about £2 today). Off
we go.

We travel along City Road, the tramcar
emitting the distinctive rumbling noise
which caused it and its sisters to be
nicknamed “Julius Caesar’s Chariots”.
We reach The Bars, where there is a
junction. Off to the left runs the branch to
Boughton, opened in 1906, but we shall
turn right and go up Foregate Street. So
far, it has been double track all the way,
but this now narrows to a single track to
enable us to pass under the Eastgate arch.
The height restriction here is also the
reason why the tramcars have to be so
small. Back to double track again just
before The Cross and we turn left down
Bridge Street. Reaching St. Michael’s
Church, we turn right into Grosvenor
Street, but then, just before the
Franciscan Church, we grind to an
ignominious halt. We can see what has
happened; the trolley pole has come off
the overhead wire. However, the
conductor deftly re-positions it and we
resume our journey past the Castle
Esplanade and over Grosvenor Bridge.
Here the conductor will keep a close eye
on the trolley pole as the driver is under
strict instructions not to stop on the
bridge because of the danger of cross-
winds. Onwards to Overleigh Corner and
down Hough Green towards Saltney,
where the line becomes single-tracked
again and we reach the final stop at
Saltney station, just before the railway
bridge.

Back to the present. If only the tracks had
run on for another couple of hundred
yards the tramway would have crossed

“Julius Caesar’s Chariots.”

All (well, almost all) that’s left..
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over into Wales, becoming the only
international tram line in Britain - on a
par with that of Basle in Switzerland,
which has branches running into
neighbouring France and Germany. Or
Istanbul, which once had trams running
in both Europe andAsia. But it was not to
be; 15th February, 1930 saw the last
operational day of Chester Corporation
Tramways and very little survives.
However, near the station some rails
remain in the former forecourt of the old
tram depot, now rebuilt as the
appropriately named Tramways student
accommodation for the University. And
an iron bracket which once supported the
overhead wire in Eastgate Street now
supports the swinging sign of the Chester
Grosvenor Hotel.

Michael Spencer

Bruera coffee Morning

The sun beamed down. The cars rolled
into the field. The distanced tables filled.
Cakes were eaten and coffee drunk.
People met strangers and old friends
greeted one another for the first time in
many months. All the churches of the
Benefice were represented as well as
some from other areas. Raffle tickets
were purchased and prizes won. All
made for a most enjoyable morning and
a sum of £435:00 to Bruera church.

THANK-YOU TOALLWHO
CONTRIBUTED.

Mary Pleavin

Want a coffee?

Drinking three cups of coffee a day is
good for you. A recent study has found
that it can cut your chance of dying from
chronic liver disease by up to half.

On average, coffee drinkers seem to have
a 21 per cent reduced risk of developing
chronic liver disease, and a 49 per cent
reduced risk of death from the condition.
Researchers found that the optimum
intake for health is three or four cups a
day.

The results apply to all kinds of coffee,
whether instant, ground, or decaf
versions, although the instant is slightly
less effective. This may be due to the
lower levels in instant coffee of the liver-
protecting chemicals kahweol and
cafestol.

The study at the universities of
Southampton and Edinburgh studied
almost half a million Britons for a
decade, to assess the link between coffee
intake and health. The findings were
published in the journal BMC Public
Health.

From The Parish Pump

Truly way out!

40 years ago, on 25th August 1981, the
US space probe Voyager 2 reached
Saturn and sent back images and data. It
travelled to Uranus (1986) and Neptune
(1989) before reaching interstellar space
in 2018. 43 years after launching, it is
more than 11.8 billion miles from earth,
but remains operational.

From The Parish Pump
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These six words sum up a year in which
many things we valued became
impossible. Some we found we could
easily do without, but others were vital
things like friendship, community, and
touch. Their gradual restoration provides
an opportunity to reflect, re-evaluate, and
reset.

How can we make sure, in doing so, that
we grow in wisdom? The Bible is a good
place to turn for help. It contains some
books and passages that explore how
wisdom relates to the good life.
Nowadays, ‘wisdom’ is often used
interchangeably either with knowledge
or intellectual insight. I may ask a
colleague for their wisdom on the
benefits of new software. Or a school
leaver may decide to study philosophy to
gain wisdom from history’s greatest
thinkers. But wisdom in the Bible is
about practical wisdom. It is even used of
those engaged in crafts (Exodus 31:3).

Honing the practical skill needed to live
the good life is what the book of Proverbs
is all about. Indeed, the book covers an
amazing array of down-to-earth matters,
including work, sex, relationships, debt,
business, charity, and poverty. In doing
so it presents wisdom, often personified
as a woman, as the pragmatic art of good
decision-making and living well.

Despite this apparently earthbound
emphasis, wisdom is presented in
Proverbs as an attribute of God. Hence
the book’s repeated insistence that ‘the
fear of the LORD is the beginning of
wisdom’. This fear is not about terror but
about awe, which means living life
humbly and openly before a God to

whom all human beings are accountable.
Living this way is, in fact, the antidote to
terror and anxiety. For the person who
fears the Lord ‘rests content, untouched
by trouble’ (Proverbs 19:23).

Because of this and many other benefits
to the fear of the Lord, Proverbs insists,
the wise do better in life than the foolish.
Yet most of us know wise people who
suffer and foolish people who prosper – a
problem addressed in Ecclesiastes and
Job (see the next instalments in this
series). In the meantime, Proverbs’
practical wisdom serves to highlight a
wonderful truth: God is Lord of all the
practicalities of ordinary everyday life.

From The Parish Pump

The good life put on hold

The Queen onYork Minster

York Minster is to mark the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee next year with a statue
of the monarch, placed in a niche high on
its medieval west front.

The figure of the queen will be slightly
larger than life, and she will be holding
the historic symbols of monarchy: the orb
and sceptre. She will be the first British
monarch to have reigned for 70 years.

The statue will be the centre point of a
makeover of the open space in front of
the Minster, where a new Queen
Elizabeth Square is to be created. More
details are expected in the autumn.

From The Parish Pump
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From Isaiah 42: ‘Here is my servant,
whom I uphold…A bruised reed he will
not break, and a smouldering wick he
will not snuff out. In faithfulness he will
bring forth justice; he will not falter or be
discouraged till he establishes justice on
earth. In his teaching the islands will put
their hope.’

I often hear people say: “I just want
justice” or “why can’t I get justice?” It is
usually a plea for help before a legal case
or a complaint about the outcome later.

For some people caught up in the law
justice is the last thing they really want.
They are seeking retribution, a solution
to their problems or they just want to win.
Justice means putting their problem is
someone else’s hands to sort it out.

Justice can mean different things. For
some Christians it means a redistribution
of resources and a levelling out of
inequalities. Certainly, a society that
treats one group of people differently
because of their background is unjust.
For others justice does not necessarily
mean a levelling out or fairness.

I enjoyed BBC’s drama Time recently. It
is set in a prison and stars Sean Bean and
Stephen Graham. It is about a teacher
who killed a cyclist while driving a car
when he was drunk. It is bleak and
sometimes has violent scenes, but it is a
brilliant series and tremendously well
written and acted. It raises questions
about how we treat offenders, and how
we as Christians should support
chaplaincies and others who work in
prison.

It is also about whether forgiveness and

redemption. I have a lot of admiration for
people of faith who work in prisons. A
just society punishes offenders and
protects society, but we need to do more
to rehabilitate prisoners. It is amazing
when you hear of prisoners who discover
some talent or ability that they can then
go on to develop.

The passage talks of establishing justice
on the earth. As Christians we need to be
part of that by prayerfully upholding
everyone people who administer justice
and those on the receiving end.

From The Parish Pump

Justice

This Newsletter is a convenient way to let
the residents of Aldford, Bruera and
Saighton know what is happening in your
local church community. If you live in
Platts Lane, Chapel Lane or Saighton
village and would be happy to receive it
electronically just send a message to
marypleavin01@gmail.com and I will
forward it to you each month.

Mary Pleavin
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Puzzle Page

Across
1 Of Moses (6)
4 ‘You have been weighed on the— and
found wanting’
(Daniel 5:27) (6)

7 Where Jesus performed the first of
his miraculous signs (John 2:11) (4)

8 Roman emperor who ordered all the
Jews to leave Rome (Acts 18:2) (8)

9 Member of a conservative Jewish
party in the Sanhedrin which
believed there was no resurrection
(Acts 23:8) (8)

13 South London Mission (1,1,1)
16 Sure of one’s own ability
(2 Corinthians 11:17) (4-9)

17 ‘At this the man’s face fell. He went
away — , because he had great
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Puzzle Page

wealth’ (Mark 10:22) (3)
19 Airs used (anag.) (8)
24 ‘The Lord is my — , I shall not be in
want’ (Psalm 23:1) (8)

25 ‘He has sent me to — up the broken-
hearted’ (Isaiah 61:1) (4)

26 At or towards the rear of a ship (6)
27 Cross-carrying evangelist and world
traveller, — Blessitt (6)

Down
1 Ridicule (Luke 18:32) (4)
2 Encased in strapped-on light shoes
(Song of Songs 7:1) (9)

3 Cambridge Inter-Collegiate Christian
Union (1,1,1,1,1)

4 ‘Father, give me my — of your
estate’ (Luke 15:12) (5)

5 Assistant (4)
6 On a par (John 5:18) (5)
10 Credo (anag.) (5)
11 Beaten with a rod (5)
12 The fourth of Job’s ‘comforters’, who
deferred making his contribution
because of his junior status
(Job 32:6) (5)

13 Chosen as a temple attendant, he was
described by Ezra as ‘a capable man’
(Ezra 8:18) (9)

14 ‘Do not store up for yourselves
treasures on earth, where — and rust
destroy’ (Matthew 6:19) (4)

15 Employs (4)
18 Associated with penitence for sins,
along with sackcloth (Matthew
11:21) (5)

20 Association of South-East Asian
Nations (1,1,1,1,1)

21 Sub-continent to which Baptist
missionary pioneer William Carey
devoted his life (5)

22 Recess at east end of a church (4)
23 One of the nine sons of Beriah (1
Chronicles 8:15) (4)

Solution

ACROSS
1Mosaic;4Scales;7Cana;8
Claudius;9Sadducee;13SLM;16Self-
confident;17Sad;19Radiuses;24
Shepherd;25Bind;26Astern;27Arthur
DOWN
1Mock;2Sandalled;3CICCU;4
Share;5Aide;6Equal;10Décor;11
Caned;12Elihu;13Sherebiah;14
Moth;15Uses;18Ashes;20ASEAN;21
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Children’s Page
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Children’s Page
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Rector: Revd Julian Beauchamp,Waverton Tel: 01244 336668
Associate Minister: Revd Karl Jones,Aldford Tel: 01244 620403

St John’s and St Mary’sWebsite:
https://aldfordandbruerachurches.wordpress.com

Colouring Page

St John’s,Aldford

First Sunday 10:15 AM
Holy Communion (BCP)

Second Sunday 10:15 AM
Family Service

Third Sunday 10:15 AM
Holy Communion

Fourth Sunday 10:15 AM
Holy Communion

Fifth Sunday 10:15 AM
Morning Worship

St Mary’s, Bruera

First Sunday 11:00 AM
Holy Communion (Even months)
Family Service (Odd months)

Second Sunday 6:30 PM
Holy Communion

Third Sunday 6:30 PM
Evensong

Fourth Sunday 6:30 PM
Holy Communion (BCP)

Fifth Sunday 6:30 PM
Evensong

Service Pattern

Saighton Church of England Primary
School is looking for 3 Foundation
Governors.

The governing body has a strategic role
developing policy in consultation with
the staff of the school, approving these
policies and monitoring their
implementation. Foundation Governors
are included on church school governing
boards specifically in order to maintain
and develop the Christian foundation of
the school.

It is a vital Christian ministry, involving
time, energy and a willingness to
become involved in the life of the school
on a regular basis. For this reason, they
must be practising Christians regularly
attending a local church.

For more information, please visit
Diocese of Chester | The Role of
Governors (anglican.org), or contact:

Revd Jules Beauchamp,

email jules@stpeterswaverton.org.uk,
or phone 01244 336668.

Could you be a School Governor?


