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Recently I have been reading the Letter
of James, the brother of the Lord Jesus
Christ.

James’ letter is one of the less popular
letters in the New Testament, because it
seems to put the need to do good works
against the idea of salvation by faith
alone.

It seems that James is arguing against
those who say that they are saved by
faith, and suggesting that actually what
is needed is not just faith but good
works. James even goes so far as to say
that Abraham was not saved by his faith,
but by the things he did.

This teaching seems to fly in the face of
the rest of the New Testament, and
especially the teaching of the Apostle
Paul. How do we make sense of the
apparent disagreement?

We need to look at what James is trying
to do.

Throughout James’ letter he is
addressing the inconsistency between
what people in the early church were
saying, and what they were actually
doing. James saw that people were
claiming one thing, but living out
another. This is an important theme in
James’ letter.

Among the claims that James addresses
is the claim that Christians are saved by
faith alone; a very true and scriptural
position. James could see, however, that
those making such a claim were not
living in a manner that supported their
claim to saving faith. They said one
thing, but lived another.

The point James is trying to make is that
real faith, saving faith, is not just a
matter of agreeing to an idea, or
believing the right things. Real faith is
not sterile, it is not just an opinion; real
faith is creative, living and above all
active. Real faith has results, it changes
people, it changes not just the things
they think but the things they do.

James could see that so many people
who claimed to have faith were not
living in a way that demonstrated that
faith to be real. Real faith, saving faith,
James argued, could be seen in the way
it behaved.

Let us thank God that we are indeed
saved by faith alone, but let us also pray
for strength that we may live out our
faith, and that it informs our actions as
much as our attitudes.

God bless, Karl

What matters most?What we believe or what we do?
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Remembering Princess Diana

Lady Diana Spencer – later Princess of
Wales – was born 60 years ago, on 1st
July 1961 at Sandringham in Norfolk.
Twenty years later, on 29th July 1981,
she married Prince Charles at St Paul’s
Cathedral in London. She died in a car
crash in Paris in 1997.

Diana was not an academic child, but
concentrated on art, music and sport. She
was widely admired for her beauty and
style, and during her time as Princess of
Wales achieved a great deal in her charity
work, particularly in the unexpected
areas of AIDS and landmines. Partly
because of this she was believed to have
strong Christian beliefs, but this is not
something she spoke about, though a
special episode of Songs of Praise on the
BBC saw it as the motive for her charity
work.

Her marriage to Charles suffered because
of their obvious incompatibility. They
separated in 1992 and divorced in 1996.

Diana was the first Englishwoman for
more than 300 years to marry the heir to
the throne. She was also the first royal
bride to have a paying job before her
engagement.

From The Parish Pump

General Synod to meet
face-to-face in July

The timetable for what is expected to be
the first full in-person meeting of the
Church of England’s General Synod for a
year and a half has been published.

Synod will meet at Church House,
Westminster, from Friday 9th July to
Tuesday 13th July for what will also be
the final meeting of the current Synod,
ahead of elections later in the summer
and autumn.

In addition to legislation and financial
business, areas for discussion will
include the programme to develop a
Vision and Strategy for the Church of
England in the 2020s.

Pastoral matters will include a
presentation on bereavement and loss in
the pandemic.

There will be a discussion on the role of
the Church in the housing crisis,
following the publication of the report of
the Archbishops' Commission on
Housing, Church and Community.

There will be an update on the new
Racial Justice Commission, coming after
the recent Archbishops’ Anti-Racism
Taskforce.

Synod will also spend time in small
groups reflecting on how members’
engagement with Living in Love and
Faith over the past four years can be
handed on to the new Synod.

From The Parish Pump
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The jazz diet?

According to a new study, the moody
piano blues of jazz may influence you
towards making better dietary choices.
Apparently, a slow jazz melody, played
on piano, can nudge people towards

choosing a healthy meal, and to lingering
over it for longer.

Previous research has shown that
background music can influence
consumer behaviour, but this study at
Aarhus University in Denmark is the first
to link jazz with food choice.

This month should see the start of the
Tokyo Olympics, having been postponed
from last year due to the Coronavirus
pandemic. A number of New Testament
letters refer to Olympic sport including
Hebrews: ‘Therefore, since we are
surrounded by such a great cloud of
witnesses, let us throw off everything
that hinders and the sin that so easily
entangles, and let us run with
perseverance the race marked out for us.
Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author
and perfecter of our faith’ (Hebrews
12:1-2).

The Christian life is compared to a long-
distance race, but despite the struggles
and obstacles, there is a great crowd of
witnesses cheering us on. We have a
heavenly Father who loves us and a
Saviour who has run the race before us. If
we keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, He will
enable us to finish the race.

During the 1992 Barcelona Olympics,
the British athlete Derek Redmond was
running in the semi-finals of the 400
metres. About 250 metres from the finish
his hamstring tore. He fell to the ground
in pain and stretcher bearers came over to
him. However, Redmond was determined
to finish the race and so he started
hopping toward the finishing line.
Suddenly Jim Redmond, Derek's father,

ran out of the stands towards him. “You
don't have to do this,” he told his son.
“Yes, I do,” said Derek, to which his
father said, “We're going to finish this
together.” They completed the lap with
Derek leaning on his father's shoulder. As
they crossed the finish line, the spectators
rose to give Derek a standing ovation.
Although he didn’t win an Olympic
medal, Derek Redmond finished the race
with his father at his side. Let’s not forget
the encouragement we have to finish the
race!

Olympic Gold

For your diary!

COFFEE MORNING
AT ROSE COTTAGE,

PLATTS LANE. CH3 9AN.

SATURDAY, JULY 17TH
At 10.30am.

COFFEEAND CAKE £3.00
PROCEEDS FOR
BRUERACHURCH

RAFFLE
COMEAND JOIN IN WITH THE CHAT.

BRINGAGARDEN CHAIR.
Mary Pleavin
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The Church of England's Chief
Education Officer, the Revd Canon Nigel
Genders, has been commenting on the
recently updated guidance for the Church
of England’s collective worship in
schools.

“One of the most rewarding parts of my
role is the opportunity to visit schools
across the country and join in
inspirational and uplifting collective
worship, led by children and young
people.

“This Spring the Church of England
published updated guidance for
collective worship in schools. This is
mainly a resource for Church of England
schools, but one which can be helpful to
all schools.

“State schools in England are required to
provide a daily act of collective worship
which is ‘wholly or mainly of a broadly
Christian character’. Although there is
scope for schools to apply for an
exemption to that depending on their
particular circumstances, very few
overall seem to do so

“That’s perhaps not surprising as schools
tell us that, whatever the legal
obligations, daily collective worship has
proved a powerful tool in bringing pupils
together. For Church of England schools
that means Christian worship and that
will remain the case.

“The guidance builds on the Church of
England’s Vision for Education, which is
to be ‘deeply Christian’ while ‘serving
the common good.’ In collective worship
terms, this means opening the rich
traditions and modern expressions of

Christian worship to people of all faith
backgrounds in a way which does not
presume a particular starting point, so is
invitational and inclusive as well as
inspiring.

“Children can expect the worship they
encounter in a Church school to be
formational; to enable pupils and adults
to consider big questions about who we
are and why we do what we do. It should
call us to action, to thinking and behaving
differently. We suggested that schools
take care that pupils and adults do not
feel ‘compelled to sing strongly
confessional lyrics’. But it became clear
that the word ‘confessional’ had been
misunderstood - one rather over-the-top
newspaper column even tried to claim
that this meant we were ‘purging’ hymns
of Christian content. Far from it.

“Christians often speak about
‘confessing’ their personal faith in God.
The use of ‘confessional’ here was
simply meant to recognise that whilst
most will enjoy singing their heart out,
schools should not insist that everyone
must join in and should take care with
what is appropriate, depending on their
context.

“So, for example, insisting all pupils sing
‘All to Jesus, I surrender’ in a school
where the majority of pupils are devout
followers of another faith, as is the case
in some of our Church school, might
seem unnecessarily exclusive when there
are lots of other inspirational Christian
content to choose from.We have changed
the wording of the guidance to make this
clear.

How collective worship is the heartbeat of Church of England Schools
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“Parents value this approach, as it
encourages thinking differently, and
reflecting the behaviour and actions of
individuals and communities.
Inspirational collective worship should
lead pupils to become courageous
advocates of causes and encourage them
to think searchingly about their faith,
beliefs and/or philosophical convictions.

“We want pupils to leave school with an
understanding of Christianity having
encountered Jesus Christ through
worship in a way that enhances their
lives, whatever their faith standpoint.

“Around one million children attend
Church of England schools which shows
that parents and pupils clearly welcome
what is on offer. Collective worship is at
the heart of this, and we are committed to
providing this in a way which is
accessible to all.”

From The Parish Pump

Reflected Faith - the spaces
between

Most of us have been in situations where
we are not in control, and we don’t know
how to feel or how to react to our
situation. We need help.

The most valuable gift you can have at
those times – is time itself. Time to be
‘listened to’. Really listened to. But it is
not easy to find someone who will
‘actively listen’ to you.

Think of the last time you were in the
reverse position with a friend or a
colleague, and they were talking to
you. How easily do you recall what they
actually said? Most of us are so busy

getting our replies ready for when the
person has finished speaking, that we
don’t clearly hear their punch line.

With God it is different. We can take
everything to Him; all our worries and
cares and failures and faults. And He
listens.

He doesn’t necessarily jump in with an
instant, easy solution, but rather He
promises to always guide us, if we ask
Him, through life’s challenges, and He
promises to never leave us. He often
speaks to us through his written word, the
Bible.

This last year, when many of us have
been communicating with others by
phone or Zoom, we get nervous if it all
goes quiet. We feel the need to ‘nudge’
the other person, to make sure they are
still there. Silence is not a natural state
for many of us – and yet it is in the quiet
we can hear ourselves and God most
clearly.

So, when we talk with God, our
conversation should not be rushed and
one-sided. We need to give space to our
silence before Him, to wait and listen for
Him to speak to us.

From The Parish Pump
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Puzzle Page

ACROSS
1 Sent out three times on a
reconnaissance mission from Noah’s
ark (Genesis 8:8–12) (4)

3 ‘The vilest — who truly believes,
that moment from Jesus a pardon
receives’ (8)

9 Described by the 19th-century MP
Sir Wilfred Lawson as ‘the Devil in
solution’ (7)

10 ‘Whoever — his life for my sake will
find it’ (Matthew 10:39) (5)

11 King of Gezer (Joshua 10:33) (5)
12 Gideon’s home town (Judges 6:11)
(6)

14 The area under the jurisdiction of a
primate, for example, Canterbury,
York (13)

17 To him God promised that David
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Puzzle Page

would be king (1 Chronicles 11:3) (6)
19 A descendant of Aaron who was not
allowed to offer food to God
(Leviticus 21:20) (5)

22 ‘If any of you — wisdom, he should
ask God’ (James 1:5) (5)

23 I gain me (anag.) (7)
24 Relating to the armed forces (1
Chronicles 5:18) (8)

25 Title given to 2 Down (abbrev.) (4)

DOWN
1 Greek coins (Acts 19:19) (8)
2 Church of England incumbent (5)
4 What Epaphroditus was to Paul
(Philippians 2:25) (6-7)

5 Mother of David’s sixth son (2
Samuel 3:5) (5)

6 ‘We are hard pressed on every side,
but not crushed; perplexed, but not in
— ’ (2 Corinthians 4:8) (7)

7 It destroys treasures on earth
(Matthew 6:19) (4)

8 It threatened Paul in Jerusalem (Acts
21:35) (3,3)

13 Well-known Reference Bible that
espoused dispensationalism (8)

15 Where the choir sits in a parish
church (7)

16 Real do (anag.) (6)
18 ‘Martha, Martha... you are worried
and — about many things’ (Luke
10:41) (5)

20 ‘One man considers one day more
sacred than another; another man

considers every day — ’ (Romans
14:5) (5)

21 A place with twelve springs and 70
palm trees where the Israelites
camped (Exodus 15:27) (4)

ANSWERS

SUDOKU

ACROSS:1,Dove.3,Offender.9,Alcohol.10,
Loses.11,Horam.12,Ophrah.14,Archbishopric.
17,Samuel.19,Dwarf.22,Lacks.23,Imagine.24,
Military.25,Revd.

DOWN:1,Drachmas.2,Vicar.4,Fellow-soldier.
5,Eglah.6,Despair.7,Rust.8,Themob.13,
Scofield.15,Chancel.16,Ordeal.18,Upset.20,
Alike.21,Elim.
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Children’s Page
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Rector: Revd Julian Beauchamp,Waverton Tel: 01244 336668
Associate Minister: Revd Karl Jones,Aldford Tel: 01244 620403

St John’s and St Mary’sWebsite:
https://aldfordandbruerachurches.wordpress.com

Colouring Page


