
In the weeks following Easter we have
been reading from Acts and from John’s
gospel about the various times,
following the resurrection, that Jesus
appeared to his disciples and followers.

Jesus comes to his disciples to assure
them of the love of God and impart his
peace to them. He comes to give them a
purpose, to go out and share God’s love
and the Good News of the Gospel.
Finally, Jesus comes to empower the
disciples to carry out that purpose.

In all these account we have seen how
the story points us forward to Pentecost;
the time when the disciples received the
Holy Spirit from heaven.

The Holy Spirit is not some force or
power but is a real person. Like Jesus
Christ himself, the Holy Spirit is God in
every respect. He is not ‘third in line’
after the Father and the Son, but is fully
and equally God.

When the Holy Spirit came upon the
disciples it was not just power to do
God’s will, but was in fact God himself.

God the Holy Spirit is the promised gift
to the disciples - and indeed to all God’s
people every where.

This is something truly wonderful, and

is the purpose, the greater outcome, as it
were, of the death of Jesus on the cross.
Jesus died so our sins could be forgiven,
but there is more to it than that. Jesus
died so we could be cleansed of our sins
and made fitting vessels for the Holy
Spirit to come in to our lives.

It is the Holy Spirit who makes our
Christian life dynamic and real; it is
ultimately the Holy Spirit who reassures
us, convinces us, if you like, of God’s
love and peace towards us; it is the Holy
Spirit who guides us in the purpose God
has for our lives, and it is the Holy Spirit
who equips us to carry out that purpose.

The person of the Holy Spirit is not an
optional extra for the Christian life, he is
the vital power of it.

Let it be our prayer that we will be ever
more open, ever more attentive, ever
more ready to submit to his leading in
our lives.

God bless, Karl

Acts 1:4–5
“And while staying with them he ordered them
not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the
promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard
from me; for John baptized with water, but you will
be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days

from now.”

God’s greatest gift to us - His Holy Spirit!
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The Bluebell, or to give it its Latin name,
‘Hyacinthoides non-scripta,’ is a
beautiful flower; so iconic, so enchanting
and delicate, flowering now, in May, with
droopy bell shaped flowers, usually deep
violet in colour, or sometimes white or
pink.

Not being a flower expert, I have had to
have advice on the differences between
the English and Spanish types (thank you
Elisabeth!) I have come to the conclusion
that we indeed have both kinds in our
garden, and some are a mixture of both.

Beautiful in form, valuable to butterflies,
bees and hover-flies, they are a delight to
enjoy, especially if you have the privilege
to visit a Bluebell wood. The Woodland
Trust tells us: “in the language of flowers,
the Bluebell is a symbol of humility,
constancy, gratitude and everlasting
love.” It was thought that if you wore a
wreath of Bluebells you would only be
able to speak the truth.

What a wonderful thought, that the
Bluebell represents humility, constancy
and gratitude, all aspects of our walk with
God, all attitudes that we need to aspire
to and to encourage in ourselves.

To walk in humility with a heart that is
always grateful to our Lord Jesus Christ,
who showers us always with his
everlasting love, is a vital part of our
Christian life.

As we journey through the beautiful
month of May, let us remember this
wonderful truth; that we are loved with
an everlasting love, and what does God
require of us?

Simple this”

“To acts justly, and to love mercy and to
walk humbly with your God.”

Micah 6 v 8.

Su Jones

The Humble Bluebell
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The celebration of Pentecost this month
could be described as a birthday party for
the Church, as we remember the gift of
the Holy Spirit to the first disciples (Acts
2:1-13). What are we celebrating?

God’s Promise:

The disciples obeyed Jesus’ instructions
as they gathered in the Upper Room: ‘Do
not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift
my Father promised’ (1:4). They met
expectantly in prayer for God’s promised
gift. Just as we look forward to birthday
presents, how eager are we to receive
more of the Spirit in our lives?

God’s Power:

‘All of them were filled with the Holy
Spirit’ (4). The disciples needed the
power of the Spirit to be different: not
fearfully gathered behind locked doors,
but energised to make Christ known. The
Spirit can transform our lives into the
likeness of Jesus and give gifts to equip
our witness. Although the disciples’
experience of this power was
overwhelming, it was essentially an
encounter with God’s love. For us, this
can be equally emotional or quiet, but all
are included, and nobody is excluded
from this experience.

God’s Purpose:

The disciples ‘began to speak in other
tongues as the Spirit enabled them.’ (4).
The Spirit empowered their witness, so
that everyone heard them speaking in
their own ‘native language’ (lit: dialect,
v8). We all have a story to tell of God’s
activity in our lives and it’s the Spirit
who translates our words and actions into

a language that those around can
understand! At Pentecost, 3,000 people
were added to the church in one day!
What do we expect of the Spirit in our
day?

‘Let the Church return to Pentecost, and
Pentecost will return to her. The Spirit of
God cannot take possession of believers
beyond their capacity of receiving Him’
(Andrew Murray).

From The Parish Pump

POEM - A BrighterTomorrow

There is much we can do just to brighten
This world of all take and no give,
There's a great deal that we can
contribute, through the everyday lives
that we live.

By supporting one's elderly neighbours
Or through lending a hand in some way
It's by taking a bunch of spring flowers
To someone to brighten their day.

It's by sparing a few precious hours
In the service of those most in need
It's all about setting a standard
And trying to give others a lead

It’s the way that we tend to treat others
And help and aid folks in distress
It’s the care and assistance we offer
That will set us apart from the rest.

The choice that we face is quite simple
The rewards plain for all men to see
‘As you did all of this to my brother
Then’ said Christ, ‘you did it to Me.’

By Colin Hammacott

From The Parish Pump

Pentecost
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Church of England backs VaccinAid
campaign to ‘Give the World a Shot’ to
help defeat Covid-19

The Church of England is supporting the
‘VaccinAid’ campaign which aims to
help fund the biggest vaccination drive in
history.

Led by UNICEF UK, with the online
fundraising platform Crowdfunder, the
campaign offers people a practical way to
give thanks for their Covid-19
vaccination, by making a voluntary
donation to help pay for jabs for others
around the world.

It aims to help fund almost two billion
Covid-19 vaccines for health workers
and the most high-risk and vulnerable
people on our planet. The money raised
will also help UNICEF provide tests and
treatments to people in 190 countries
around the world through the global
COVAX initiative.

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin
Welby, is encouraging people and
congregations both to donate, and also to
spread the word in their community, as a
practical demonstration of Jesus’s
command to love our neighbour.

VaccinAid is being supported by other
faith groups, businesses, celebrities and
the NHS.

Using the Crowdfunder platform,
individual donations can be given, or

communities - including parishes - can
sign-up to fundraise together.

Local churches are being encouraged to
join the campaign, with resources
available to download for free on the
AChurchNearYou.com Resource Hub to
share on social media, newsletters or
notice boards.

The recently launched campaign has
been developed in just a few weeks
following a meeting convened by
Archbishop Justin with faith leaders,
Government and NGOs to discuss how
people in the UK could do something
practical in response to the real sense of
gratitude they have felt as they and their
loved-ones receive their vaccines.

Archbishop Justin said: “The Covid-19
crisis has had a profound impact on
people here and around the world, but
vaccines offer the hope of a brighter
future. I’m delighted that churches and
other faith groups in the UK are
supporting the VaccinAid campaign.

“There is no better way to show our deep
gratitude for the gifts of science and
medicine than making sure vulnerable
people around the world are also given a
shot.

For more information on the campaign
go to www.vaccinaid.org to donate or
begin fundraising.

From The Parish Pump

Church of England backsVaccinAid campaign
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Crossword Solution

With the tongue we praise our Lord and
Father, and with it we curse human
beings, who have been made in God’s
likeness. Out of the same mouth come
praise and cursing. My brothers and
sisters, this should not be. (James 3 v 9-
10)

I wonder what St James would say about
emails! He had plenty to say about how
what we say can cause lots of damage.
He wrote that the tongue is a like a spark
which starts a forest fire. It is easy to say
a thoughtless thing or inadvertently
spread gossip or speculation.

Emails are a great way of
communicating. You can send a message
to someone in the same parish or across
the world almost instantly. Lawyers
always ask, “have you got evidence in
writing?” Telephone calls or face to face
conservations are still evidence but it is
difficult to prove what was said.
Conversations are recorded so you can
see the chain of who said what and when.
Emails are quick and free.

Emails can, however, easily be harmful.
You can accidentally send a personal or
private message to the wrong person or
even worse copy it to lots of people. It is
also difficult to judge the tone of an
email, whether it is light-hearted or
serious, cross or joyful. When are on the
telephone or speaking face to face it is
easier to tell whether the speaker is
feeling angry or light-hearted.

Sometimes we need a break. Emails are
good but many people find you can never
get away from them and constantly check
for business messages while at home or

on leave. Perhaps we should not send
emails when we are tired, or in a bad
mood. Some discussions are better face
to face, and always double check who
you are sending it to or copying to.

From The Parish Pump

Emails - a blessing or a problem?
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Puzzle Page

Across

1 Sense of right and wrong (1
Corinthians 8:7) (10)

7 Coming (John 11:17) (7)

8 ‘All I have is — , and all you have
is mine’ (John 17:10) (5)

10 Smarten (Acts 9:34) (4)

11 Hold back (Job 9:13) (8)

13 Member of the Society of Friends
(6)

15 At ague (anag.) (6)

17 Citizen of the Greek capital (8)

18 So be it (Galatians 6:18) (4)

21 Twentieth-century poet and
dramatist who wrote Murder in
the Cathedral, T.S. — (5)

22 Empowers (Philippians 3:21) (7)

23 Imposing (1 Samuel 9:2) (10)

Down
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Puzzle Page

1 Healed (Luke 7:21) (5)

2 Central space in a church (4)

3 Co-founder of Spring Harvest and
General Secretary of the
Evangelical Alliance 1983–97,
Clive — (6)

4 Moses killed one when he saw him
beating a Hebrew labourer
(Exodus 2:12) (8)

5 Bravery (Acts 4:13) (7)

6 It interrupted Paul and Silas
singing hymns in a Philippian jail

(Acts 16:26) (10)

9 T ransgression (Psalm 36:1)
(10)

12 Irish province in which Dublin is
situated (8)

14 Same hit (anag.) (7)

16 ‘The Spirit of God was hovering
over the — ’ (Genesis 1:2) (6)

19 Author of the immortal stories of
Winnie the Pooh, A.A. — (5)

20 Cab (4)

Easy Sudoku Slightly Harder Sudoku

The children had been grouped together
around the minister to pose for the annual
Sunday School photograph, and the minister
was smiling encouragement.

"Just think how nice it will be to look at it
when you are all grown up,” he said. “You
could point to each other and say: 'There's

Jennifer; hope she’s made it as a solicitor,' or
'That's Michael, hope he’s made it as a
doctor.'"

A small voice at the back rang out, "And
there's the minister – hope he made it to
heaven...”

From The Parish Pump
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Children’s Page

Can you find solve the word square? Look very carefully to see if you can find the
word listed below. Good luck!
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Rector: Revd Julian Beauchamp,Waverton Tel: 01244 336668
Associate Minister: Revd Karl Jones,Aldford Tel: 01244 620403

St John’s and St Mary’sWebsite:
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