
Bible Reading From Matthew 25:14-30

The Master and The Lazy Servant
“At that time the Kingdom of heaven will be like this. Once there was a
man who was about to go on a journey; he called his servants and put
them in charge of his property.
“After a long time the master of those servants came back and settled
accounts with them. The servant who had received five thousand coins
came in and handed over the other five thousand. ‘You gave me five
thousand coins, sir,’ he said. ‘Look! Here are another five thousand
that I have earned.’ ‘Well done, you good and faithful servant!’ said his
master. ‘You have been faithful in managing small amounts, so I will put
you in charge of large amounts. Come on in and share my happiness!’
“Then the servant who had been given two thousand coins came in and
said, ‘You gave me two thousand coins, sir. Look! Here are another
two thousand that I have earned.’ ‘Well done, you good and faithful
servant!’ said his master. ‘You have been faithful in managing small
amounts, so I will put you in charge of large amounts. Come on in and
share my happiness!’
“Then the servant who had received one thousand coins came in and
said, ‘Sir, I know you are a hard man; you reap harvests where you did
not sow, and you gather crops where you did not scatter seed. I was
afraid, so I went off and hid your money in the ground. Look! Here is
what belongs to you.’
“‘You bad and lazy servant!’ his master said. ‘You knew, did you, that I
reap harvests where I did not sow, and gather crops where I did not
scatter seed? Well, then, you should have deposited my money in the
bank, and I would have received it all back with interest when I returned.
Now, take the money away from him and give it to the one who has ten
thousand coins.
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