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ST JOHNTHE BAPTIST,ALDFORD &
ST MARYTHEVIRGIN, BRUERA

Over the last few months you would be
forgiven for thinking that there was
nothing for the clergy to do. The
churches are closed, and Sunday is
“off.”

These months have, however, been very
busy indeed. Su’s article below
mentions all the work we’ve been doing
to produce videos for the Sunbeams and
Family Service (with another video
coming out next week.) I have also
produced a series of Reflections on the
Lord’s Prayer, several written
reflections, and of course, the newsletter
has continued online; not to mention the
weekly services produced and uploaded
by our Rector, Jules.

But now it’s time to start thinking about
how we are going to reopen the church,
and how we are going to arrange
ourselves so as to be able to meet safely
without the concern of passing on any
infection.

The government has just issued its
guidance with regard to reopening
places of worship, so the Church of
England will be producing theirs shortly.

Since we have a quiet church with a
modest congregation, the risk here is
limited.

We will of course have to take some
simple but sensible precautions to
enable hand sanitisation, and social
distancing. It looks as though, in the first
instance, we will not be able to sing, and
will have to think very carefully about
celebrating Holy Communion.

While we will make every effort to be
safe, if you are concerned please feel
free to stay home until things are more
settled. It is still uncertain as whether or
not there will be a second wave of
infection, and it would be well to be
careful.

In the meantime, God is with you!
Nearer to you than your slightest breath,
and whether or not you feel able to come
to the church, you can always approach
God in prayer, with worship and
thanksgiving.

God bless, Karl

Preparing to reopen our churches!
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I love listening to Radio 4, and during
this season maybe I’ve had time to listen
to a bit more.

My favourites, like the food programme
have continued throughout, also Any
Questions and Any Answers - and of
course, the many Coronavirus update
podcasts etc.

At the moment they are having a series
called ‘Rethink.’ People have written
essays to put down their ideas about how
the world should change after the
Coronavirus pandemic.

They have been interesting and thought
provoking. Karl and I have often, over
our morning coffee, let our conversation
drift to what things will look like after, or
when, this is all over.

Some things, I think, will revert back
straight away - some things will look
different. Certainly, we have all got used
to sanitising our hands and social
distancing - an idea that was not even in
our minds in January.

It’s definitely a season to re-think and
reflect.

Our children’s work; “Sunbeams”, our
little children’s group that used to meet
on a Friday morning, our family service
once a month in the church, and of course
Messy Church Sunday afternoon
sessions have all had to stop physically
and have had to be thought about in a
different way.

At first we were tentative; how do you
record something? Make something look
lively, fun and fresh? How to overcome

technical challenges when filming; lip
syncing, controlling the light, and - the
biggy - how do you look even a little bit
relaxed when being recorded?

I have to admit the last one is always a
challenge, and I’ve found, you just have
to throw yourself into the experience.

As Boris Johnson has said that services
can start again in July (Jules and Karl
will give details in due course,) it seems
like a good time to reflect on what we’ve
acheived and experienced.

I think, our conclusion is, that we have
loved doing the online sessions. In
Sunbeams, we have had a fantastic time
of reading stories, singing together and
making creative crafts. Our WhatsApp
group have shared their journeys through
these months. The mums have posted
wonderful photos of their little ones with
their home-made crafts, We shared our
tears, our joys and plenty of cooking tips.

The Family Service video, too, has been
wonderfully supported by our young
families. The children have sent video
messages online, handwritten prayers

Rethink and Reflect - Children’s work during lockdown
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and connected by showing photos, and
telling us how things are going. I can say
with all sincerity that God has blessed us
amazingly throughout these difficult and
trying months.

We’ve got to know each other better,
shared our struggles, enjoyed being
creative together and produced little
videos, not CBBC-worthy, but still
watchable.

We can praise God as we continue this
adventure. We can thank him that church
has continued, even with our beautiful
building shut. We can rethink, reflect and
go forward with new skills, new
friendships and new excitement, as we
look forward to being able to meet up
again soon.

If you’d like to see what we’ve been
doing check out the Sunbeams and
Family Service pages on the website.

Su Jones

The ACT Alliance, a network of 135
faith-based actors and churches operating
in 120 countries, has called attention to
the gendered dimension of Covid-19. It
is urging that the international
community, including churches and

religious organisations, should take this
into account.

Women are afforded fewer rights than
men worldwide, and although the disease
itself might cause higher mortality
amongst men, it is clear that the social
impacts of Covid-19 will impact women
the most. Women living in poverty do not
have the ability to take time off work, do
not have adequate access to housing to
self-isolate, and cannot stockpile
provisions.

Poor women, girls and vulnerable groups
are least likely to be able to access
healthcare and treatment. The situation
will be critical for women migrant
workers, women on the move and those
living in refugee camps or slums.

Daniela Varano, Communications
Officer at ACT Alliance said: "Domestic
violence cases have risen dramatically as
women and girls across most countries
have been quarantined, often with their
abusers. It is crucial that all governments
put in place affirmative actions and
inclusive policies that level the playing
field.”

ACT Alliance, together with its
members, has launched a Global Appeal
to support the most marginalised
communities during this crisis.

From The Parish Pump

Christian Aid’s concern for
women during Covid-19

Over nine weeks of the lockdown we
have been publishing a weekly
Reflection on The Lord’s Prayer,
available on the website.

If you are unable to access these online,
and would like to have a copy on a DVD,
please speak to Karl and let him know.
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How many times have we all said we
wanted to have the time to learn a new
skill, complete a half-abandoned task or
just do a job more thoroughly than usual?
Well, this was the time! No excuses.
Nothing in the diary. No meetings to
attend. No people to meet.

The first to be tackled was the garden. I
can’t believe it was March, still in the
grip of nightly frost when this began.
Never had my garden been so prepared
for the summer season. Beds were dug
out and ground elder removed. The
vegetable plot was dug over and made
ready. As they popped their heads above
ground level unsuspecting weeds were
consigned to the compost bins. Seeds
were sown and nurtured in a warm
incubator. On the media we were
encouraged to take exercise, walk for an
hour each day—no need with a garden. I
didn’t go through the gate for many
weeks.

On wet, cold days I sorted through
cupboards. What an opportunity for
reminiscing. I have boxes of greetings
cards to my parents. Some home-made
Mothering Sunday ones from my brother
and me to Mum.And the ones to me from
my children. Throw them away? Never.
Sympathy cards galore. Time to sit and
think about those people, many of them
also dead now. My wedding gift tags with
the item written on them (how organised
was that?) and many of the things still in
regular use, prompting me to look back
and be grateful for friends.

The garden sheds did not escape this
flurry of domesticity either and a skip
took away a load of unwanted stuff.

It was also a good time to learn a new
skill. I acquired a tricycle! Never very
safe on a bike this was to be my
contribution to the reduction of car use.
At first it was remarkably tricky; who
would think that? On day three I ventured
out onto Platts Lane at 6.30am and
pedalled along for a few hundred yards.
The next day I went as far as Bruera with
Sarah keeping a watch behind me on her
bike. She declared me to be safe to cycle.
Now I regularly travel to the church or
Aldford Village Store. I have to
remember not to fill the basket too much;
there are hills to climb.

Amongst all this activity I have found
time to read many books. The sunshine
was certainly most welcome and I didn’t
have to feel guilty sitting in the garden.

Have I missed things? Technology has
given me Skype and Zoom
conversations. Jules and Karl have kept
me on track with their services and
reflections. Emma has kept my larder
adequately full. My children have made
sure I’m well. Click and collect and mail
order have provided goods. However, I
missed being with like minded people. I
look forward to a time when we can be
together in communion with one another.
And give thanks for deliverance.

Mary Pleavin

What did you do in the lockdown, Mummy?
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Poetry Corner

When Bob and I went to Canada we
joined the Creative Writing group and
thoroughly enjoyed it. One of the classes
was about poetry and we had a go at
various genre. Below are a couple I did
but I can't remember what type they are
called.

Minke whales are seen to port
Now we see a stormy petrol
Overhead we see those ghastly cormorants
Ports ahead for shore excursions
Quebec calls us to explore

Carolyn Bates

August
Becomes
Colder
Deadens
Earth's
Fortunes
Golden
Hours
Inject
Joyful
Kisses
Laughter
Mingled
Now
Porcupine
Quills
Resounding
Squeals
Take Us
Various
Ways
Canada
Your
Zenith

Carolyn Bates

St Sofa’s

We worship at St Sofa’s now
Since Covid came to stay
We don’t dress up or do our hair
But still we come to pray!

Our Vicar is a clever chap
A Zoom with his IT
And so we sit down ev’ry week
And meet up virtually!

Our Parish Church stands empty
With praise she does not ring;
But still her people gather round
To pray, and praise, and sing!

The virus is a nasty thing
Yet it has helped us see
The church is NOT a building
But folk like you and me!

By Nigel and Carol Beeton

From “The Parish Magazine of Norley,
Crowton and Kingsley”

Do you fancy yourself as a creative
writer?We are always in need of material
of the Parish Newsletter: it could be a
reflective article, some news, something
numerous, or perhaps even a poem.

If this interests you please write your
piece and drop it off at The Rectory, on
Green Lake Lane in Aldford, or email it
to karljones37@sky.com.

Who know, this could be the start of a
whole new interest. We would love to
hear from you.
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Puzzle Page

ACROSS
1 ‘I pray that out of his glorious — he
may strengthen you with power
through his Spirit in your inner being’
(Ephesians 3:16) (6)

4 ‘Saul’s father Kish and — father Ner
were sons of Abiel’ (1 Samuel 14:51)
(6)

7 ‘Praise the Lord, O my — ’ (Psalm
103:1) (4)

8 See 5 Down
9 Laws (1 Kings 11:33) (8)

13 ‘Who of you by worrying can — a
single hour to his life?’ (Luke 12:25)
(3)

16 Artistry (Exodus 31:5) (13)
17 ‘Your young men will see visions,
your — men will dream dreams’
(Acts 2:17) (3)

19 How David described his Lord
(Psalm 19:14) (8)

24 ‘If this city is built and its — —
restored, you will be left with nothing
in Trans-Euphrates’ (Ezra 4:16) (5,3)

25 ‘The holy Scriptures, which are able
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Puzzle Page

to make you — for salvation through
faith in Christ Jesus’ (2 Timothy
3:15) (4)

26 Intended destination of arrows
(Lamentations 3:12) (6)

27 Eve hit (anag.) (6)

DOWN
1 ‘For I am gentle and humble in heart,
and you will find — for your souls’
(Matthew 11:29) (4)

2 Where Peter was when he denied
Christ three times (Luke 22:55) (9)

3 Remarkable early 20th-century
Indian evangelist, a convert from
Hinduism, — Sundar Singh (5)

4 ‘Now the king had put the officer on
whose — — leaned in charge of the
gate’ (2 Kings 7:17) (3,2)

5 and 8 Across The Lover describes
this facial feature of the Beloved
thus: ‘Your — is like the tower of
Lebanon looking towards — ’ (Song
of Songs 7:4) (4,8)

6 ‘Stand firm then, with the belt of truth
buckled — your waist’ (Ephesians
6:14) (5)

10 Trout (anag.) (5)
11 Easily frightened (1 Thessalonians
5:14) (5)

12 The ability to perceive (Ecclesiastes
10:3) (5)

13 One of the clans descended from
Benjamin (Numbers 26:38) (9)

14 “It is one of the Twelve,” he replied,
“one who— bread into the bowl with
me”’ (Mark 14:20) (4)

15 Resound (Zephaniah 2:14) (4)
18 Traditional seat of the Dalai Lama (5)
20 Precise (John 4:53) (5)
21 Build (Ezekiel 4:2) (5)
22 Beat harshly (Acts 22:25) (4)
23 Darius, who succeeded Belshazzar as
king of the Babylonians, was one
(Daniel 5:31) (4)

ANSWERS

ACROSS:1,Riches.4,Abner’s.7,Soul.
8,Damascus.9,Statutes.13,Add.16,
Craftsmanship.17,Old.19,Redeemer.
24,Wallsare.25,Wise.26,Target.27,
Thieve.
DOWN:1,Rest.2,Courtyard.3,Sadhu.
4,Armhe.5,Nose.6,Round.10,Tutor.
11,Timid.12,Sense.13,Ashbelite.14,
Dips.15,Echo.18,Lhasa.20,Exact.21,
Erect.22,Flog.23,Mede.

SODUKU Challenge

If you’ve crushed the crossword why not
have a go at the SUDOKU challenge
below.
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Children’s Page

Can you find solve the word square? Look very carefully to see if you can find the
word listed below. Good luck!
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Children’s Page
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Children’s Page
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Children’s Page
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Rector: Revd Julian Beauchamp,Waverton Tel: 01244 336668
Associate Minister: Revd Karl Jones,Aldford Tel: 01244 620403

St John’s and St Mary’sWebsite:
https://aldfordandbruerachurches.wordpress.com

Colouring Page


