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What was it that formed the basis of the
preaching of the early Christians?

Was it the moral or ethical teaching of
Jesus?Was it the call to treat people with
love and respect? Was it an urging to
return to God in obedience? Was it,
even, a call to repentance and faith?

While, in some respects, it certainly
included all of these things, it was,
primarily, not any of them.

What the earliest Christians went around
the Roman world to preach was “the
resurrection of Jesus Christ.”

Christianity is based on solid facts: the
fact that Jesus existed, was born, lived
and died; the fact that Jesus was
scourged and crucified; the fact that he

was taken down from the cross, wrapped
in a shroud and buried in a cave; but
most importantly, the fact that Jesus had
risen from the dead.

It was this miraculous event, the raising
of a person, dead three days, which
enabled the apostles and early Christians
to travel the world proclaiming the Good
News that “Jesus is alive!”

Why good news? Because the
resurrection serves to vindicate Jesus
and his claims.

The resurrection demonstrates that Jesus
was who he said he was: the Son of God.

The resurrection demonstrates that Jesus
could do what he said he could do: lay
down his life and take it up again.

The resurrection proves that Jesus’ death
would achieve what he said it would: the
forgiveness of sinners who come to him
in faith.

But there’s more.

The resurrection is not one single event,
not just a moment in history. It is the
beginning of something bigger and
greater. The resurrection of Jesus is the
beginning of our own resurrection. Our
life hidden in his. His resurrection is the
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As you may be aware the cathedral has
been posting services on a regular basis,
and Jules has been producing services for
Waverton, Aldford and Bruera and
posting them on the Waverton Facebook
page; I will be contributing the
occasional reading or a sermon to this,
and we will try to post a link to the
service on the Aldford and Bruera
Churches website.

In addition this, and to the readings of the
Easter Story, Su and I have been working
on some resources for the children who
attend Sunbeams, and will be sending a
link to them directly (please get in touch
with Su if you feel you should be
included but have not yet received a
link.) Likewise we intend to produce
something similar for the children who
attend the family service; we hope to
send a link out in due course.

I plan to continue to produce the monthly
Parish Newsletter, and would be very

grateful for any submissions. If you
fancy yourself as a writer, now is the
time! The newsletter will only be
distributed digitally, so please check in to
theAldford and Bruera Churches website
to download your copy.

I also hope to continue to try and keep in
touch by telephone, but please do not
hesitate to ring if you need anything or if
we can help you in any way – or if you
just want a chat.

The Aldford and Bruera Churches
website can be found at: https://
aldfordandbruerachurches.wordpress.co
m/.

Karl

Moving online for a season

promise of our resurrection, and is our
inheritance as God’s people.

But there’s even more.

When Jesus ascended to be with his
Father in heaven, he sent the promised
Holy Spirit to be with his people here on
earth.

The Holy Spirit is, like Jesus, the exact
image of God the Father. The Holy Spirit
is God with us.

It is the coming of the Holy Spirit to the
world, in a new and powerful way that
we celebrate at Pentecost (traditionally
referred to as Whitsuntide.)

The Holy Spirit is God with us to help us,
guide us, to equip us for service to one
another and to God.

The Holy Spirit also works in us to bring
about the likeness of Jesus Christ in our
lives.

This is truly amazing, and is part of the
great gift of salvation the Jesus won for
us on the cross.

Another truly wonderful reason for us all
to celebrate.

God bless you all, Karl
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To risk sounding like a smart aleck seven-
year-old, technically speaking you can
only prove things mathematically. If you
need to know that one plus one equals
two, don’t go to a chemistry lab. The
natural sciences only deal with things
that can be observed and measured.
Science has been so successful that it’s
tempting to get carried away, valuing
science above any other kind of
knowledge, but there are other ways of
knowing that are equally important. For
example, art conveys ideas, experiences
or emotions that provoke us to think or
do something in response.

In fact, to find answers to any of the
really important questions about meaning
and purpose that affect us throughout our
lives, we always have to go beyond
science. Some scientific data might help
define the question, for example a farmer
facing a drought would probably like to
know some details about the current
weather patterns and the availability of
seeds for more hardy crops before she
can start asking “What is the point of
trying to grow anything at all?” But in the
end, she is asking a deeper question – and
so are the rest of us when we go through
any significant experience in life.

So rather than asking “Can science prove
God exists?”, what about: “Are the
findings of science compatible with the
existence of a purposeful Creator?” For
many scientists today, the answer to the
second question is yes. They have
investigated the Bible’s descriptions of
the life, death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ, and found that they make sense.
They have discovered that they can

interact with God – especially in prayer –
and that this faith has changed their lives.

Professor Christine Done, an
Astrophysicist at Durham University,
writes, “for me the more we know about
the vast, yet intricate and beautiful
Universe we live in, the bigger and more
awe-inspiring is the God who made it
all.”(Thinking About: The Big Bang,
https: / /www.cis .org.uk/resources/
thinking/)

Some go even further, making statements
like this: “the way the universe exhibits
an ordered structure, which is open to
science to investigate, points to a mind
behind it.” (Revd Dr Rodney Holder,
Astrophysicist, in Longing, Waiting,
Believing(BRF, 2014)

The question “Can Science Prove God
Exists?” turns out to be a category error –
trying to use science to answer a non-
scientific question. On the other hand,
many scientists think there is enough
evidence from a wide range of sources to
warrant belief in God.

From The Parish Pump

Can science prove God exists?



Page 4Page 4

The national commemoration events to
mark VE Day 75 will be scaled back due
to the ongoing spread of coronavirus.

In line with the latest expert medical and
scientific advice from Public Health
England and guidance on mass
gatherings, the UK Government has
announced plans to mark the 75th
anniversary of the end of the Second
World War in Europe will be changed.

As part of the new plans the veterans’
procession down the Mall and the events
in St James’s Park will no longer go
ahead.

This is in order to protect the health and
wellbeing of the Second World War
generation and members of the public.

The UK Government and the Devolved
Administrations are working on new

plans to ensure the public can still thank
the Second World War generation on VE
Day in May and provide the fitting tribute
they deserve.

The Government wants to ensure that the
British public have the opportunity to
thank the Second World War generation.
The revised plans on how the nation can
mark the occasion will be made public in
due course. Events in Scotland to mark
75 years since VE Day on 8 May, which
included a parade and concert in
Edinburgh, are also being rescheduled,
owing to the coronavirus outbreak.

In Wales, postponed events include a
drumhead service and military parade in
Cardiff Bay and a National Service of
Thanksgiving at Llandaff Cathedral.

From www.gov.uk

VE Day (20th May) celebrations cancelled



Page 5Page 5

Pentecost took place on the well-
established Jewish festival of Firstfruits,
which was observed at the beginning of
the wheat harvest. It was seven weeks
after Easter, or 50 days including Easter.

A feast day to celebrate the country’s
wheat harvest does not sound exactly
world-changing, but that year, it became
one of the most important days in world
history. For Pentecost was the day that
Jesus sent the Holy Spirit – the day the
Church was born.

Jesus had told His disciples that
something big was going to happen, and
that they were to wait for it in Jerusalem,
instead of returning to Galilee. Jesus had
plans for His disciples, but He knew they
could not do the work themselves. They
would need His help.

And so, they waited in Jerusalem, praying
together with His other followers, for
many days. And then on that fateful
morning there was suddenly the sound as
of a mighty rushing wind. Tongues of
flame flickered on their heads, and they
began to praise God in many tongues, to
the astonishment of those who heard
them. The curse of Babel (Genesis 11: 1-
9) was dramatically reversed that
morning.

That morning the Holy Spirit came to
indwell the disciples and followers of
Jesus. The Church was born. The
Christians were suddenly full of life and
power, utterly different from their former
fearful selves. The change in them was
permanent.

Peter gave the first ever sermon of the
Christian Church that morning,
proclaiming Jesus was the Messiah. His
boldness in the face of possible death was
in marked contrast to the man who had
denied Jesus 50 days before. And 3,000
people responded, were converted, and
were baptised. How’s that for fast church
growth!

Of course, Pentecost was not the first
time the Holy Spirit had acted in this
world. All through the Old Testament
there are accounts of how God’s Spirit
guided people and strengthened them.
But now, because of Christ’s death and
resurrection, He could INDWELL them.
From now on, every Christian could have
the confidence that Jesus was with them
constantly, through the indwelling of His
Holy Spirit.

From The Parish Pump

Pentecost - the coming of the Holy Spirit

Mothers’ Union knows that these are
very difficult times for families.

“We know that our work and experience
in re-building communities and
supporting family life is going to be more
important than ever once the threat of

COVID-19 subsides. Our members will
be ready and be some of the first in line
to support those around them.” Until
then, it welcomes people to stay
connected with MU on social media.
More details at: https://www.mothersunion.org/get-
involved/our-response-covid-19

Mothers Union
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Puzzle Page

ACROSS
1 ‘Therefore let us — passing
judgment on one another’ (Romans
14:13) (4)

3 ‘I — — these persons here present’
(Marriage service) (4,4)

9 According to a prearranged timetable
(Numbers 28:3) (7)

10 Group of eight (5)

11 The cell into which the Philippian
jailer put Paul and Silas (Acts 16:24)
(5)

12 — Taylor, pioneer missionary to
China (6)

14 Otherwise known as the Eucharist,
Breaking of Bread, the Lord’s Table
(4,9)
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Puzzle Page

17 ‘So that after I have preached to
others, I — will not be disqualified
for the prize’ (1 Corinthians 9:27) (6)

19 Attend to (3,2)
22 Approximately (Acts 4:4) (5)
23 Tea rite (anag.) (7)
24 Rule of sovereign (8)
25 Test (anag.) (4)

DOWN
1 The name of the street where Judas
lived in Damascus and where Saul of
Tarsus stayed (Acts 9:11) (8)

2 ‘The playing of the merry — , sweet
singing in the choir’ (5)

4 ‘We have been saying that — — was
credited to him as righteous’
(Romans 4:9) (8,5)

5 Dr Martyn — Jones, famous for his
ministry at Westminster Chapel (5)

6 Port at which Paul landed on his way
to Rome (Acts 28:13) (7)

7 Observe (Ruth 3:4) (4)
8 Minister of religion (6)
13 ‘I am — of this man’s blood. It is
your responsibility’ (Matthew 27:24)
(8)

15 ‘Greater love has no one than this,
that he — — his life for his friends’
(John 15:13) (3,4)

16 Archbishop who calculated that the
world began in 4004BC (6)

18 ‘No one can — the kingdom of God
unless he is born of water and the
Spirit’ (John 3:5) (5)

20 Establish by law (5)

21 Product of Gilead noted for its
healing properties (Jeremiah 46:11)
(4)

ANSWERS

SODUKU Challenge

If you’ve crushed the crossword why not
have a go at the SUDOKU challenge
below.

If you would like some more FREE Bible
based puzzles you can find some at
https://biblepuzzles.com/index.php.

ACROSS:1,Stop.3,Callupon.9,
Regular.10,Octet.11,Inner.12,Hudson.
14,HolyCommunion.17,Myself.19,See
to.22,About.23,Iterate.24,Monarchy.
25,Stet.
DOWN:1,Straight.2,Organ.4,
Abraham’sfaith.5,Lloyd.6,Puteoli.7,
Note.8,Cleric.13,Innocent.15,Lay
down.16,Ussher.18,Enter.20,Enact.
21,Balm.
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Children’s Page

Can you find solve the word square? Look very carefully to see if you can find the
word listed below. Good luck!
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Children’s Page
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Children’s Page
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Children’s Page
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Rector: Revd Julian Beauchamp,Waverton Tel: 01244 336668
Associate Minister: Revd Karl Jones,Aldford Tel: 01244 620403

St John’s and St Mary’sWebsite:
https://aldfordandbruerachurches.wordpress.com

Colouring Page


