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ST JOHNTHE BAPTIST,ALDFORD &
ST MARYTHEVIRGIN, BRUERA

This Sunday is Palm Sunday, which
means that we are about the enter the
final week of Lent; Passion week. It is a
time to reflect on the suffering of the
Lord Jesus Christ, and his final supreme
act of love in giving his life, as an
offering for sin, on our behalf. It is a
time when Christians all over the world,
while acknowledging JESUS’ terrible
suffering, nevertheless rejoice in the
outcome of that suffering, namely the
forgiveness of our sins, and a new
relationship with God.

Of course, as we approach Easter this
year, we do so within another context of
struggle and suffering all around us. The
Covid-19 outbreak has caused no end of
suffering, and sadly, a very heavy loss of
life - and we have not yet reached the
peak of it.

This year, while remembering Jesus’
sacrifice for us, let us also remember all
those around us who are also making
sacrifices for the good of the community.
We are, indeed, all being asked to
sacrifice our usual life-style for the
greater good of one another, but lets also
remember all those around us who are
working so hard to keep the community
going and meet everyones needs.

Close to home, we must acknowledge

Will and Emma at the Village Store, and
their army of helpers, who have been
working all hours to get provisions for
the shop, and to make up and deliver
telephone orders to those who have to
stay at home. Thank you!

Looking further afield, we all realise the
amazing strain that all the doctors,
nurses and support workers in the NHS
are facing. They have to continue
working, under very difficult conditions,
to treat, support and restore to health,
those great numbers of people
increasingly in their care. Not only that,
but they are in the front line of dealing
with those facing the end of their lives,
and supporting grieving relatives. We
need to remember and pray for them
with immense gratitude.

Let’s not make their lives any more
difficult; stay home, stay safe, save lives
- and protect our NHS.

To this end, you may notice the
newsletter is a little longer, with a few
more puzzles and children’s pages to
help keep you busy while staying at
home. Keep the grey matter working.

May God bless you all, and keep you
safely at this unusual and difficult time.

Karl

An Easter unlike any other
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Three years after the Russian Revolution
of 1917, a great anti-God rally was
arranged in Kiev. The powerful orator
Bukharin was sent from Moscow, and for
an hour he demolished the Christian faith
with argument, abuse and ridicule. At the
end there was silence.

Then a man rose and asked to speak. He
was a priest of the Russian Orthodox
Church. He went and stood next to
Bukharin. Facing the people, he raised
his arms and spoke just three triumphant
words: ‘Christ is risen!’

At once the entire assembly rose to their
feet and gave the joyful response, ‘He is
risen indeed!’ It was a devastating
moment for an atheist politician, who had
no answer to give to this ancient Easter
liturgy. He had not realised he was
simply too late: how can you convince
people who have already experienced
God, that He does not exist?

From The Parish Pump

Palm waving

It was Palm Sunday, but five-year-old
Jamie stayed at home with mum because
of a bad cold. When his father and sisters
returned, they were carrying several palm
fronds. His sister explained: “People held
them over Jesus' head as He walked by.”

“That’s not fair!” Jamie protested. “The
one Sunday I don't go, and He shows
up!”

Jesus came to earth,
To show us how to live,
How to put others first,
How to love and how to give.

Then He set about His work,
That God sent Him to do;
He took our punishment on Himself;
He made us clean and new.

He could have saved Himself,
Calling angels from above,
But He chose to pay our price for sin;
He paid it out of love.

Our Lord died on Good Friday,
But the cross did not destroy
His resurrection on Easter morn
That fills our hearts with joy.

Now we know our earthly death,
Like His, is just a rest.
We'll be forever with Him
In heaven, where life is best.

So we live our lives for Jesus,
Think of Him in all we do.
Thank you Saviour; Thank you Lord.
Help us love like you!

By Joanna Fuchs

Faith versus politics Easter Joy
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Chester Cathedral and churches in
hundreds of parishes across our region
are now closed to all forms of worship,
including private prayer and reflection,
weddings, and baptisms. Funerals can
continue under strict guidelines set out by
the Church of England.

Stay Home, Save Lives

The decision is part of a series of
stringent measures announced by the
Prime Minister to stem the spread of
Coronavirus and save lives. In Chester,
the Cathedral and Abbey have kept a
rhythm of prayer and openness to God
alive for centuries.Even though the
Cathedral will be closed to the public the
clergy will still maintain a pattern of
daily prayer, praying for the needs of the
nation and our world at this time.

Prayer has been offered at Chester
Cathedral, and in hundreds of parish
churches across the county for many
centuries, and it will continue. In the
coming days Chester Cathedral and the
Diocese of Chester will seek ways in
which they can reach out to people
through prayer, social media and through
serving communities in the City of
Chester and across the diocese at large.

Regular updates will be published on the
Cathedral website and Diocese of
Chester website.

Commenting on the decision, The Very
Revd Dr Tim Stratford, Dean of Chester
said: “At this challenging time for the
whole human race we know how
important it is to pray to our loving
Father who created and gave us life.
All we know about God tells us that we

should love and care for one another. In
these unprecedented days that means
limiting our contact with others for a
season to cut transmission of a
deadly virus. It is with regret that we
must close Chester Cathedral to
individuals who would otherwise want to
come here for prayer and reflection. We
hope you will join your prayers with ours
from home. In the mean time we will
ensure that you can join with the prayers
of the community that lives here on
the internet at chestercathedral.com/
stream.”

Church buildings across the Diocese of
Chester will open again as soon as they
are advised that this would be of public
benefit.

From the Chester Cathedral Website

Service Streaming fromWaverton

You need not resort to the Cathedral, of
course, to see streamed services on the
internet. Our very own Rector, Revd.
Jules Beauchamp, has been streaming a
service over the last couple of Sundays. It
is available on the St Peter’s, Waverton,
Facebook page. The address is:

www.stpeterswaverton.org.uk/new/

From the archives

Some of you may have heard or Dr
Martyn Lloyd-Jones, one of the greatest
British (Welsh actually!) preachers of the
twentieth century. His wonderful
sermons, recorded as early as the
nineteen-fiftees, are available at the MLJ
Trust website at www.mljtrust.org. They
are well worth listening to.

Cathedral Closure, 24 March 2020
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On 11th March 2020, the World Health
Organisation (WHO) declared the
coronavirus to be a global pandemic.
Since its outbreak in January in Wuhan,
China, the world has been slowly
engulfed by fear of this invisible but
deadly threat.

As the virus has spread, so have the
efforts of our Governments to slow the
virus. Countries are on lock down, and
hundreds of millions of people have been
told to stay at home. Normal life has shut
down for most of us. Businesses, schools,
industries, restaurants, sports, theatres
and even churches have all been shut.

Every community must now deal with
the crisis, in one way or another.

We members of St John’s and St Mary’s
wish to express our deep concern and
sympathy for all who live in our
community at this time. We want you to
know that we have committed to praying
for you, and that we are looking into
ways of showing our care and regard for
you. This is especially true if you are
among the elderly and most vulnerable in
our community.

If there was ever a time to turn to God in
prayer and supplication, this is it. So, we
invite you to join us in praying for:

• Our Government and local authorities
who bear the responsibility of
confronting this challenge. They cannot
afford to get their response wrong.

• WHO and all health professionals who
are working to safeguard our public
health.

• Industry leaders who must take huge
decisions to confront this challenge to
our economy.

• The leaders of our local community,
who provide care and guidance for those
they lead.

• Finally, let us pray for ourselves and
our loved ones, for courage and
endurance at this most demanding of
times.

Christianity is based on hope in a God
that does not fail us. We are the Easter
People, and know that even in the worst
circumstances, God is with us and will
hear our prayers. He will answer us.

As Easter approaches, this is a time to let
the light of Christ shine His healing rays
throughout the world, and throughout our
community.

May the Lord, our Chief Shepherd and
our Refuge, grant mercy and grace upon
the nations of the world in this time of
trouble and distress.

Coronavirus - A global pandemic and an opportunity to pray!
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When the current health crisis is over
things may be a little different. Many
business will have closed, some people
may be struggling to find work. That will
be a wonderful opportunity to ‘be more
Melanesian.” Read John and Ruth’s
article below to see what I mean. [Ed]

When you're in self isolation
Memories come to the fore.
We live in a quiet village
But visitors come to our door
And tell us of faraway places
But teach us a great deal more.

When Melanesian Bishops, visited the
Chester Diocese on their way to the
Lambeth Conference, we were pleased to
be asked to put up The Bishop of Banks
and Torres and his wife, as they visited
the Malpas Deanery. We took them out
and about to experience "New Things",
Escalators, Public Transport,

Departments Stores, etc.(T J Hughes was
so exciting), we learned to sing hymns in
the Melanesian way and had deep
conversations over meals. They came
from a country where they had limited
possessions , a boat arrived twice a year
with post etc. but if you had , you shared
and if you had not, you received. He
asked if I had a brief case to go to the
conference and his wife needed a coat to
keep warm.. It was not a "borrow", it was
a gift for their culture has no word for
borrow or lend..... How marvellous!
They could not understand why we need
a Welfare State and we struggled to
explain the concept of that and the
meaning of the word poor . Their faith
was wonderful and we learned so much
from them. They live a simple life,
transport is walking or boats, but they
are blessed in a community of love and
friendship.

Ruth and John Clarke

Be more Melanesian!

Crises bring out the best in people. What
has become immediately apparent over
the last few weeks is that the reserves of
kindness, generosity and love for each
other are often far deeper than we could
have imagined.

One of the challenges of this specific
crisis is how inactive and intangible our
help and selflessness must be. We can’t
lean in, lend a hand and be present in the
ways we would normally try to. Distance
is a form of kindness and yet feels very
unnatural. We have huge admiration for
those in the NHS or other critical services
who are on the physical frontline treating

patients and at greater risk of exposure to
the virus, but for most of us there is a
sense of helplessness as the most
beneficial thing we can do is wash our
hands and sit on the sofa.

And we must pray. Pray for medical
professionals, and government decision
makers. Pray for those who are already
isolated and concerned about cutting off
vital connections. Pray for people who
are at greater risk of more significant
consequences of becoming infected. Pray
for miracles. And pray for the witness of
the church of Jesus Christ.

from https://www.eauk.org

Caring for each other in a crisis
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Puzzle Page

ACROSS
1 Relating to the whole universe (6)
4 The disciple who made the remark in
8 Across (John 20:24) (6)

8 ‘Unless I see the nail marks — —
hands, I will not believe it’
(John 20:25) (2,3)

9 He urged King Jehoiakim not to burn
the scroll containing Jeremiah’s
message
(Jeremiah 36:25) (7)

10 Baptist minister and controversial
founder of America’s Moral
Majority, Jerry — (7)
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Puzzle Page

11 ‘Look, here is — . Why shouldn’t I
be baptised?’ (Acts 8:36) (5)

12 Repossessed (Genesis 14:16) (9)
17 Port from which Paul sailed on his
last journey to Rome (Acts 27:3–4)
(5)

19 ‘Moses was not aware that his face
was — because he had spoken with
the Lord’
(Exodus 34:29) (7)

21 Roonwit, C.S. Lewis’s half-man,
half-horse (7)

22 Grill (Luke 24:42) (5)
23 ‘The lot fell to Matthias; so he was
added to the — apostles’ (Acts 1:26)
(6)

24 ‘I was sick and you looked after me,
I was in — and you came to visit me’
(Matthew 25:36) (6)

DOWN

1 Coastal rockfaces (Psalm 141:6) (6)

2 Academic (1 Corinthians 1:20) (7)

3 Publish (Daniel 6:26) (5)

5 For example, the Crusades (4,3)

6 11 Across is certainly this (5)

7 He reps (anag.) (6)

9 Liberator (Psalm 18:2) (9)

13 Man who asked the question in 11
Across was in charge of all her
treasury (Acts 8:27) (7)

14 They must be ‘worthy of respect,
sincere, not indulging in much wine’
(1 Timothy 3:8) (7)

15 The human mind or soul (6)

16 ‘O Lord, while precious children
starve, the tools of war increase; their
bread is — ’ (Graham Kendrick) (6)

18 ‘We played the flute for you, and you
did not — ’ (Matthew 11:17) (5)

20 Bared (anag.) (5)

ANSWERS

SODUKU Challenge

If you’ve crushed the crossword why not
have a go at the SUDOKU challenge
below.

ACROSS:1,Cosmic.4,Thomas.8,In
his.9,Delaiah.10,Falwell.11,Water.
12,Recovered.17,Sidon.19,Radiant.
21,Centaur.22,Broil.23,Eleven.24,
Prison.
DOWN:1,Cliffs.2,Scholar.3,Issue.5,
Holywar.6,Moist.7,Sphere.9,
Deliverer.13,Candace.14,Deacons.15,
Psyche.16,Stolen.18,Dance.20,Debar.
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Children’s Page

Can you find solve the word square? Look very carefully to see if you can find the
word listed below. Good luck!
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Children’s Page
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Children’s Page
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Children’s Page

Children’s Page



Colouring Page


