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ST JOHNTHE BAPTIST,ALDFORD &
ST MARYTHEVIRGIN, BRUERA

‘Fear not: for behold I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all
people.’ Luke 2:10

Advent starts on the fourth Sunday
before Christmas. The word ‘Advent’ is
from the Latin word ‘adventus’meaning
‘coming’. Sometimes called ‘Little
Lent’, it’s a time to prepare our hearts
for the future Second Coming, as well as
the birth of Christ.

We celebrate the season with advent
calendars, candles and evergreen
wreaths - symbolising Christ as Light of
the world, bringing new and everlasting
life.

Here are seven simple tips to help you
experience and share the joy of Advent!

1. Connect with your inner child: Think
back to the time when you were a child,
on the simple things that made you
happy at Christmas. Focus only on the
good and feel the joy of Christmas come
flooding back!

2. Keep it simple: This year, go for gifts
and cards that share the meaning of the
season, shop early and stay within your
budget.

3. Be people focused: Remember the
story of Mary and Martha – keep meals
simple and allow yourself time and

space to focus on enjoying the company
of your guests.

4. Make Room for Jesus: Take some
time at the beginning of each day to read
your Bible, meditate on Scripture and
pray. Focus on giving thanks to God for
His gift of Christ to the world and for all
He has done for us.

5. Me Time: God wants us to prosper in
body, soul and spirit, so try to eat
healthy, don’t overindulge, take time for
long walks and enjoy the good and
simple things in life!

6. Wear a smile and share the Joy!
Finally, being joyful is a choice, it’s not
about your circumstances. So, decide to
be thankful this season. Wear a smile,
act and talk positively, do small things
with great love, be on the lookout for
opportunities to do good to people. Give
to the homeless, visit the sick, or take
gifts to lonely neighbours.

If people ask you about your joy, don’t
be afraid to share your faith. Simply
explain to them that ‘Christ lives in my
heart, and He can live in yours too.’

From :

The Parish Pump

Experience the Joy of Advent!
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My Very First Christmas at Aldford
School, 1932

We were all very excited, because we
were going on a coach to Eaton Hall for
a party. We sat at round tables to have tea
and when we had finished we all went in
two’s to this big hall, and the largest
Christmas tree we had ever seen was all
lit with fairy lights. All around the tree,
on tables, were all the “Christmas
Presents.” You were allowed to pick
which one you wanted. I picked a lovely
china doll. We all came home on the
coach, and Chester was all lit up; we had
never seen anything like it before.

Ethel Cummins

Suffering with a guilty conscience

When I was very young, I was told that if
I was naughty, Father Christmas would
only bring a bag of coal for Christmas.
One year, I came in to the lounge to see a
large green canvas bag beside the tree.
Immediately my guilty conscience got
the better of me and I burst into tears,
naturally assuming that my faults had
found me out, and that it was just coal for
me that year. After a few moments all
turned out well - I discovered that it was
a great big bag of building blocks - and
there were a lot more presents besides. It
turned out to be, I remember, a very
Happy Christmas.

Karl Jones

“And he shall be called...”

Christmas is such a special time for
Children and it is a privilege indeed to be
a part of their wonder as nativities are
practised and performed. This is a true
story:

The Hall was dim, the lights were low
Tiny angels singing kind of

sweet and slow.
Mary and the donkey came

to the cardboard stable
Joseph found the baby

under a nearby table.
Away in a Manger, No crib for a bed,
Mary four and breathless,

turned and lisping said
"Look at the lovely baby,

wrapped so tight and firm,
What shall we call him Joseph?"

Joseph began to squirm!
Breathing very heavy,

he tried to remember his line.
Turning to little Mary shouted

“How about Shane.”

Ruth Clarke

ANot So Angelic Gabriel

My earliest memory of Christmas in
Aldford was going round to Granny's
with my Dad. One Christmas I went in
my brand new pedal car my Dad had
made for me. Other memories are of the
WI Christmas parties for all the village
children. As you can imagine plenty of
food and fun and games.

One year there was even a snowball fight
between Mum and some of the boys. They
were quite surprised she could aim so well.

Christmas Memories are best shared
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There was of course the Nativity plays
put on by the Sunday School. How Keith
Wynne managed to get us all to learn our
parts was a wonder in its self.

One year I remember I was the Angel
Gabriel and Joseph was played by, well
let's say he lives in the village and is the
same age as me. If you can imagine the
scene. Joseph was supposed to be asleep.
He had his back to the congregation and
I appeared to him to bring him glad
tidings of great joy.

I was dressed in a long dress, with long
sleeves that came to a point I had wings
which came above my head and reached
down past my knees. I also had a gold
cake board for my halo. As a number of
you will have guessed this outfit was
made by my Dad. I also held an artificial
lily in my hand.

Well as, I said, I appeared to Joseph and
he began pulling faces at me. So I with a
smile whispered that if he didn't stop I
would hit him with my lily. Not very
angelic. Of course he started to laugh
quietly and his shoulders were shaking.
How we managed to get though the scene
and finish the play I really do not know.

However that was not quite the end of the
story. When we were receiving our
prizes/gifts at the end Eric Jones, the
rector, commented that he had never seen
a red haired Angel before and my Mum
said I looked far from angelic.

I remember with great affection our
Sunday School and Nativity plays. We
did not have the latest "must have" but
we had wonderful times.

Carolyn Bates

How Times Have Changed

I can remember as a small child having a
small stocking tied on to the bedpost,
with an apple, orange, banana and small
gift.

In 1956 Arthur and I married and moved
into Crabtree Cottage further down the
lane from where I live now. Paul arrived
in 1959, and Mark followed in 1964, and
of course we soon knew about Father
Christmas.

One Christmas we had a really heavy
snowstorm, the drifts blocked the lane
and were higher than the front door, no
mobile phones in those days, and no way
of Arthur letting his workplace know, so
what did he do? He dug the lane out to
the main road in order to get his vehicle
out and make it to work.

Another Christmas I can remember; the
boys having a tape recorder playing
Bohemian Rhapsody over and over
again, how it lasted till New Year I will
never know.

Christmas of 1969 we moved into our
present home on, of all days, Christmas
Eve!

I am sure we are all looking forward to
this Christmas, the the Carols Service,
Christingle and of course the Midnight
Communion.

With my best wishes to all.

Betty Dunning
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It is the Moravians whom we have to
thank for bringing us the Christingle.
Especially one Moravian clergyman:
John de Watteville.

On 20th December, 1747, John de
Watteville was taking a children’s service
in his Moravian church in Marienborn,
Germany. He led the children in some
hymns, and read out verses which the
children themselves had written to
celebrate the birth of Jesus. Then he
explained to the children that true
happiness only comes through knowing
Jesus. Jesus, said John de Watteville,
“has kindled in each little heart a flame
which keeps burning to their joy and our
happiness”.

John de Watteville then went on to
illustrate that ‘flame’. He gave each
child a little lighted wax candle, tied
around with a red ribbon. He ended his
service with a little prayer: “Lord Jesus,
kindle a flame in these children’s hearts,
that theirs like Thine become”.

The visual aid was a great success with
the children; for the Marienborn Diary
for that day concludes: “hereupon the
children went full of joy with their
lighted candles to their rooms and so
went glad and happy to bed”.

The candle and red ribbon were
remembered the following year, and the
following after that…. The years came
and went, and as the Moravians began to
travel beyond Germany, so they took the
custom with them: to Labrador, to
Pennsylvania, to Tibet and Suriname, to
the Caribbean and South Africa. In each
country the Christians adapted it for their
own use.

No one knows for certain when the word
‘Christingle’was first used with regard to
the custom. No one even knows where
the word ‘Christingle’ comes from.
Some people say it is from the old Saxon
word ‘ingle’ (fire), meaning ‘Christ-fire
or light’. Another theory is that it derives
from the German ‘engel’ (angel),
meaning ‘Christ-angel’.

In any event, the symbolism of
Christingle gradually developed, until
today the Moravians in the British
Province use an orange, representing the
world, with a lighted candle to represent
Christ, the Light of the World. Nuts,
raisins and sweets on cocktail sticks
around the candle represent God’s
bounty and goodness in providing the
fruits of the earth. Red paper, forming a
frill around the base of the candle,
reminds us of the blood of Christ shed for
all people on the cross at Calvary.

In Moravian churches, the Christingle
Service is usually held on the Sunday
before Christmas or on Christmas Eve.
The website for the Moravian Church
says: “We are glad that the Moravian
Church has been able to make this
contribution to the wider Christian
world.”

Join us at our
Christingle Service
at St John’s, Aldford

at 4:00 PM
on Tuesday 24th
December.
We’d love

to see you there!

The Origin of the Christingle
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It has been suggested that the well known
Christmas Song, “The Twelve Days of
Christmas,” is really a message coded
with Christian symbolism. Some people
claim it related to a time when Roman
Catholics could not be open about their
faith. While this is unlikely, since there is
nothing ‘hidden’ in the the song that
would not have been totally acceptable to
everyone at the time, it does give an
interesting way of looking at the gifts.
See what you think.

The partridge in a pear tree was Jesus
Christ.

Two turtle doves were the Old and New
Testaments Three French hens stood for
faith, hope and love. The four calling
birds were the four gospels of Matthew,
Mark, Luke & John. The five golden rings
recalled the Torah or Law, the first five
books of the Old Testament.

The six geese a-laying stood for the six
days of creation. Seven swans a-
swimming represented the sevenfold gifts
of the Holy Spirit - Prophesy, Serving,
Teaching, Exhortation, Contribution,
Leadership, and Mercy. The eight maids
a-milking were the eight beatitudes. Nine
ladies dancing were the nine fruits of the
Holy Spirit-Love, Joy, Peace, Patience,
Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness,
Gentleness, and Self Control. The ten
lords a-leaping were the ten
commandments.

The eleven pipers piping stood for the
eleven faithful disciples. The twelve
drummers drumming symbolised the
twelve points of belief in the Apostles'
Creed.

Huge thanks to all who contributed to the
amazing £500 raised at the recent coffee
morning held at Fred and Jane’s home. It
was a most enjoyable event and gave an
opportunity for Bruera to increase its
network of supporters.

Mary Plevin

Thank you also to those who came along
to the coffee morning at Ruth and John
Clarke’s house, in aid of the children’s
work, in Aldford and Bruera parishes.
Your support and generosity raised a
fantastic £325+. Thank you Ruth and
John for hosting this lovely morning.

The generosity of people living in the
parishes of Aldford and Bruera, and their
visitors, is overwhelming, The Aldford
Christmas Fair also raised a staggering
£820+. Thank you all so much for your
kindness and support.

Karl Jones

Twelve Day of Christmas Revealed Thank you for your support!
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Children’s Page
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Puzzle Page

The following word puzzle is based on a
passage from Luke 2 where Jesus’ birth is
announced to the shepherds. Can you
find all the words below? They can be up,
down, diagonal or even reversed.

“Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace among those with whom he is
pleased!”

Luke 2:14.
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For your diary ...

Sunday 1st Dec, 3:00 to 5:00 PM,
You are welcome to join us for a Special
Christmas Messy Church, a fun packed
afternoon, of crafts, singing, games, and
a party tea, from 3:00pm to 5:00pm at
Aldford Village Hall and St John the
Baptist Church. This is a free event for
children of primary school age. We
would love to see you there. For more
details contact Karl & Su Jones on
07837 944656.

Friday 6th Dec, 1:00 PM
Silver & Gold Christmas Carols & Party

Monday 9th Dec, 7:30 PM, Bingo
Join us for a great evening of Bingo.
This evening will be in aid of Rosebuds
and Stooges.

Tuesday 10th Dec, 1:00 PM
Abbey Gate College Juniors and Infants
Nativity

Thursday 12th Dec, 5:00 PM
Abbey Gate College Juniors and Infants
Nativity

Saturday 14th Dec, 7:00 PM,Whist

Sunday 15th Dec, 6:30 PM
Carol Service at St John’s, Aldford

Monday 16th Dec, 6:00 PM
Carol Singing around the village

Thursday 19th Dec, 1:30 PM
Saighton Primary School Carol Service

Saturday 21st Dec, 7:00 PM
Rosebud & Stooges Christmas evening
in the village hall; carols round the tree,
a visit from Santa, Grand Hamper Draw,
and the usual fun and games All for free.

Tuesday 24th Dec, 4:00 PM
Christingle at St John’s, Aldford

Tuesday 24th Dec, 11:30 PM
Christmas Eve Communion Service at St
John’s, Aldford

Wednesday 25th Dec, 10:30 AM
Christmas Day Service at St Mary’s,
Bruera
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Rector: Revd Julian Beauchamp,Waverton Tel: 01244 336668
Associate Minister: Revd Karl Jones,Aldford Tel: 01244 620403

St John’s and St Mary’sWebsite:
https://aldfordandbruerachurches.wordpress.com

St John’s,Aldford

First Sunday 10:15 AM
Holy Communion (BCP)

Second Sunday 10:15 AM
Family Service

Third Sunday 10:15 AM
Holy Communion

Fourth Sunday 10:15 AM
Holy Communion

Fifth Sunday 10:15 AM
Morning Worship

St Mary’s, Bruera

First Sunday 11:00 AM
Holy Communion (Even months)
Family Service (Odd months)

Second Sunday 6:30 PM
Holy Communion

Third Sunday 6:30 PM
Evensong

Fourth Sunday 6:30 PM
Holy Communion

Fifth Sunday 6:30 PM
Evensong

Service Pattern

Church & Community Carol Singing

Church & Community Carol Singing
6:00 pm Monday 16th December 2019

Meet at St John's Church
Join us as we walk around the village and sing.

We will end up at the village square and the village shop for a cuppa.


