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ST JOHNTHE BAPTIST,ALDFORD &
ST MARYTHEVIRGIN, BRUERA

The hour has changed and we have
officially “fallen back” an hour, and, for
a brief moment, the mornings seem a bit
lighter. The weather has definitely
changed and there is a beautiful but
wintery chill in the air.

We look forward to the changing
seasons, and the frosty mornings, and
the cosy warm afternoons by the fire.
Already there is, dare I mention it, a hint
of Christmas in the shops. November is
the month we look forward to a warming
soup for lunch rather than a summer
salad.

In November we don’t only look
forward, but we look back too.

On 11th November, Remembrance Day,
we remember the sacrifice that others
have made for us to make this country
safe and secure. A particularly important
anniversary this year, as we remember
the D-Day landings.

In November, perhaps we try to
remember what carols we had last year
at the Carol Service, and what sweets we
used to make the Christingle oranges for
the children.

Looking back is as important to us as
looking forward. Memories are where
we are rooted. We learn so much from
looking at, and understanding, our past -
both national and personal.

In the Old Testament the Israelites were
constantly looking back over their
history to remember how God had
always looked after them and how God
promised to be their rock and their
refuge.

We too can remember how God loves us
and looks after us. How we can see a
pattern in our lives of how we are
protected by a Loving God.

God bless, Karl

Remember, Remember - there’s so much to remember.

June 6th this year marked the start of the 75th
anniversary of the D-Day Landings and the Battle of
Normandy. As we remember those who gave their
lives in wars around the world later this month, we
particularly remember those who took part in the D-
Day landings and particularly those who never made
it home. Join us at 10:30 AM on Sunday 10th
November at St John’s, Aldford.





Ingredients

8 Granny Smith apples
400g golden caster sugar
1 tsp vinegar
4 tbsp golden syrup

Method

Place the apples in a large bowl, then
cover with boiling water (you may have
to do this in 2 batches). This will remove
the waxy coating and help the caramel to
stick. Dry thoroughly and twist off any
stalks. Push a wooden skewer or lolly
stick into the stalk end of each apple.

Lay out a sheet of baking parchment and
place the apples on this, close to your
stovetop. Tip the sugar into a pan along
with 100ml water and set over a medium
heat. Cook for 5 mins until the sugar
dissolves, then stir in the vinegar and
syrup. Set a sugar thermometer in the pan
and boil to 150C or 'hard crack' stage. If
you don’t have a thermometer you can
test the toffee by pouring a little into a
bowl of cold water. It should harden
instantly and, when removed, be brittle
and easy to break. If you can still squish
the toffee, continue to boil it.

Working quickly and carefully, dip and
twist each apple in the hot toffee until
covered, let any excess drip away, then
place on the baking parchment to harden.
You may have to heat the toffee a little if
the temperature drops and it starts to feel
thick and viscous. Leave the toffee to
cool before eating. Can be made up to
two days in advance, stored in a dry
place.

From BBC Good Food

Sunbeams are Spreading!
Every Friday morning in the Parish Room we
have a brilliant time enjoying crafts, listening
to stories, singing, playing with toys and of
course making new friends. Sunbeams is a
really popular group for children ages 0-7
years old. It's so popular in fact that we are
thinking of expanding and developing it into
a larger Toddler group running hopefully in
Aldford Village Hall.

Before this happens we need to raise funds,
so that we can buy some more equipment.
Our first fund raising event is on Saturday
2nd November and is at Ruth and John
Clarks house, Ford Lane Farmhouse, Lower
lane, 10am-12noon. We’d love to see you
there and enjoy coffee and cake together.

Su Jones



Page 4Page 4

Over the past year we have enjoyed some
amazing Sunday afternoons in Aldford
Village Hall and St. John's Church
putting on our Messy Church. We've
enjoyed baking, painting, sticking,
building, colouring and drawing. We've
sang, danced, played games and listened
to stories. We've enjoyed party teas
together and made new friends. All in all
it's been brilliant.

This school year we are trying something
a bit different. Instead of our monthly
Messy church's we are going to put on a
“Messy Church extravaganza“! This will
be even bigger, better and even more
exciting !

Our next Messy Church Extravaganza
will be on Sunday 1st December, 3-5pm
in Aldford hall and yes it will be a
Christmas one!

So tell your friends, come along,
everyone is welcome. There's lots to do

for all children of primary school age. If
you are thinking of coming, just so we
have an idea of numbers, please contact
us at 07837944656 to let us know you are
coming. Looking forward to seeing you
all.

Su Jones

Christmas Messy Church

Annual benefice Memorial Service

Our annual service will be held this year
at 6.30pm on Sunday 3rd November at St
Mary the Virgin, Bruera, and a warm
invitation is extended to all. The quiet
and reflective service offers the
opportunity for prayer and thanksgiving
as we remember loved ones who are no
longer with us, and during the service
there will be an opportunity to light a
candle in their memory for those who
wish to do so.

Personal invitations will be sent to those
bereaved in the past three years, but we
would like to invite all who wish to

remember loved ones, however long ago
their death. While our aim is primarily to
serve and support those who live within
the Benefice, and those with whom we
have had some contact through their
bereavement, we welcome everyone! So
please do mention this service to others
among your family or friends, and invite
them to come along.

If you would like to come along but
require transport, please contact the
Wardens.

Kath Wentel
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All Hallows Eve – or Holy Evening
Modern Halloween celebrations have
their roots with the Celtic peoples of pre-
Christian times. In those long-ago days,
on the last night of October, the Celts
celebrated the Festival of Samhain, or
‘Summer’s End’. The priests, or Druids,
performed ceremonies to thank and
honour the sun. For there was a very
dark side to all this: Samhain also
signalled the onset of winter, a time when
it was feared that unfriendly ghosts,
nature-spirits, and witches roamed the
earth, creating mischief. So the Druid
priests lit great bonfires and performed
magic rites to ward off or appease these
dark supernatural powers.

Then the Romans arrived, and brought
their Harvest Festival which honoured
the Goddess Pomona with gifts of apples
and nuts. The two festivals slowly
merged.

When Christianity arrived still later, it
began to replace the Roman and Druid
religions. 1st November - All Saints’
Day - was dedicated to all Christian
Martyrs and Saints who had died. It was
called ‘All Hallows’ Day’. The evening
before became an evening of prayer and

preparation and was called ‘All Hallows’
Eve’, The Holy Evening, later shortened
to ‘Halloween’.

For many centuries, however, fear of the
supernatural remained strong. During
the Middle Ages, animal costumes and
frightening masks were worn to ward off
the evil spirits of darkness on Halloween.
Magic words and charms were used to
keep away bad luck, and everybody
believed that witches ride about on
broomsticks. Fortune telling was
popular, and predicting the future by the
use of nuts and apples was so popular
that Halloween is still sometimes known
as Nutcrack Night or Snap-Apple Night.

Today, Christians have learned to turn to
prayer instead of charms to overcome the
powers of darkness. And the deeper,
true meaning ofAll Hallows’Eve, should
not be forgotten. As Christians, we all
draw closer to Christ when we remember
and give thanks for our loved ones and
for others who have gone before us
through the gates of death.

From The Parish Pump
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Now I’m too young to remember either
of the two World Wars, but I do take
Remembrance Sunday very seriously. By
the way I do find it disturbing that in my
relatively short life, that I have lived
through 3 conflicts; the Falklands
Conflict and 2 Gulf Wars. I may be too
young to remember but I have always
had a great deal of respect for those who
fought for their nation in either the First
or Second World Wars. I am deeply
grateful for the courage and sacrifice
made by so many for their country, for
their generation, my generation and for
my children’s generation. I am sure that
many of you will feel the same way and
may even have fought yourself of known
someone who died. So Remembrance
Sunday is a day to remember service
personnel and civilians who fought and
gave their lives, it is a day that we must
continue to maintain as a feature of our
civil and religious lives.

But, what is peace? Generally, we think
of peace as being the absence of noise,
warfare, terrorism; all those sounds and
events that disturb our lives. The absence
of these things allows us to carry on with
our lives as normal. Peace is not easily
achieved, especially when we think of all
the current conflict in our world or all the
noise we are constantly surrounded by. I
know that the only opportunity that I
have for any peace and quiet in my life
are when the rest of the family are out of
the house and I am at home on my own.
But for many, peace is unobtainable,
either peace in terms of the absence of
war and terror, or peace in terms of
silence, or peace in terms of the absence
of inner turmoil. How many of us find
that when we do have quietness in our

homes that it is then that the inner turmoil
of our lives becomes frightening and
disturbing? It is in the silence of the day
or night that our inner turmoil comes to
the surface. How many of us leave the
Radio or TV on even when we are not
paying them any attention? Often the
lonely or bereaved will feel the need to
do this just to provide a distraction or
some company.

Yet into this world of violence and inner
turmoil, Jesus came to bring us peace. A
radical understanding of peace, which
nevertheless is also deeply disturbing.
The peace which Jesus offers us builds
upon the Biblical concept of “Shalom”.
This is not so much about the absence of
certain factors, not about being empty or
devoid of trouble, but it is rather about
the presence of goodwill, the presence of
love, of the encouragement of
relationships which build reconciliation
and unity, the presence of a spirituality
which leads to harmony. Biblical peace is
about the presence of well-being and of
wholeness.

So in Christian terms we can see that
peace is not simply absence, but
presence, not simply passive, but active.
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus
proclaimed the peacemakers as blessed,
in so far as they were not just to be about
preventing warfare or stopping fighting,
but should have an active role in
promoting reconciliation and the kind of
communities of relationship which build
for peace, engender harmony and
establish trust.

The peace which Christ offers us also
concerns inner transformation and

Reflections for Remembrance Sunday
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renewal. This cannot be a simple
wallpapering over of the painful cracks in
our lives. That which is wrong, bad or
sinful, must be healed and restored. This
process may involve exposing the crack
in our lives, the painful places being laid
bare, that which is sick and diseased
being removed and then healed and
renewed. It can be a painful process to
know the healing and wholeness which
Christ can bring to our lives.

I must offer you a health warning at this
point to all those who dislike going to the
dentists. Just think of something pleasant
and happy for the next few moments! A
dentist will not just fill a decayed tooth,
first they will drill out the bad and root
out the diseased part. Something which I
am sure we all look forward to every time
we go to the dentists! When the dead is
removed, a process which can be
uncomfortable and even painful, then the
whole can be filled and sealed, replacing
the diseased or decayed part of the tooth
with something new.

Finally, then, Christ offers us a peace
which can be painful to achieve and Jesus
also calls us as his disciples to be
peacemakers ourselves. I find it ironic,
however, that the United States has called
a missile “The Peacemaker”. I’m not
saying that we must all join a Greenham
Common-esque peace movement, but
that we must be about building up
relationships and a spirituality which
engenders peace, not just the absence of
war, violence, noise or inner turmoil, but
which brings about the presence of love,
harmony, well-being, healing and
wholeness. This can be achieved in and
through Jesus Christ.

So may each of us know and experience
the Peace of Christ in out hearts and may
we also actively promote the Peace of
Christ in the hearts and lives of people in
our communities.

In the Name of Christ our Saviour, Amen

Revd Stuart Ansell
From: http://www.parishwindow.co.uk

There But NotThere

During the week leading up to the Remembrance
Service on Sunday 10th at 10:30 AM at St John’s, in
Aldford, the “There But Not There” silhouettes will
be placed in the pews.

These are to remember those young men from the
parishes of St John’s, Aldford and St Mary’s,
Bruera, who gave their lives in the First and Second
World Wars.

The presence of these silhouettes makes the point
that these young men were noticeable by their
absence. The sacrifices they made, and the sacrifices
endured by their families, must not go unnoticed.
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Children’s Page
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Puzzle Page

The following word puzzle is based on a
passage from Luke 19 where Jesus visits
the tax collector, Zacchaeus. Can you
find all the words below? They can be up,
down, diagonal or even reversed.

“And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation
has come to this house, since he also is a
son of Abraham. For the Son of Man
came to seek and to save the lost.”

Luke 19:9–10.
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For your diary ...

Saturday 2nd Nov, 10:00 AM to 12 Noon
Coffee Morning at John and Ruth
Clarkes house.

Saturday 2nd Nov, 7:00 PM,Whist

Sunday 3rd Nov, 6:30 PM
There will be a, All Souls service of
Remembrance in St Mary’s, Bruera.

Monday 11th Nov, 10:45 AM
Abbey Gate College Remembrance
Service.

Sunday 10th Nov, 10:30 AM
Remembrance Service at St John’s,
Aldford. Join us to remember those who
gave their lives in service of their
country.

Monday 11th Nov, 7:30 PM, Bingo
Join us for a great evening of Bingo.
This evening will be in aid of the Village
Hall.

Friday 15th Nov, 10:30 AM - 12:30 PM
Coffee Morning at The Grange Farm.

Saturday 16th Nov, 7:00 PM,Whist

Saturday 23rd Nov, 2:00 to 4:00 PM
St John’s Christmas Fair in the Village
Hall, Aldford.

Friday 29th Nov, 2:00 PM
Silver & Gold Christmas Club Day

Saturday 30th Nov, 7:00 PM,Whist

Sunday 1st Dec, 3:00 to 5:00 PM,
You are welcome to join us for a Special
Christmas Messy Church, a fun packed
afternoon, of crafts, singing, games, and
a party tea, from 3:00pm to 5:00pm at
Aldford Village Hall and St John the
Baptist Church. This is a free event for
children of primary school age. We

would love to see you there. For more
details contact Karl & Su Jones on
07837 944656.

Friday 6th Dec, 1:00 PM
Silver & Gold Christmas Carols & Party

Monday 9th Dec, 7:30 PM, Bingo
Join us for a great evening of Bingo.
This evening will be in aid of Rosebuds
and Stooges.

Tuesday 10th Dec, 1:00 PM
Abbey Gate College Juniors and Infants
Nativity

Thursday 12th Dec, 5:00 PM
Abbey Gate College Juniors and Infants
Nativity

Saturday 14th Dec, 7:00 PM,Whist

Sunday 15th Dec, 6:30 PM
Carol Service at St John’s, Aldford

Monday 16th Dec, 6:00 PM
Carol Singing around the village

Thursday 19th Dec, 1:30 PM
Saighton Primary School Carol Service

Saturday 21st Dec, 7:00 PM
Rosebud & Stooges Christmas evening
in the village hall; carols round the tree,
a visit from Santa, Grand Hamper Draw,
and the usual fun and games All for free.

Tuesday 24th Dec, 4:00 PM
Christingle at St John’s, Aldford

Tuesday 24th Dec, 11:30 PM
Christmas Eve Communion Service at St
John’s, Aldford

Wednesday 25th Dec, 10:30 AM
Christmas Day Service at St Mary’s,
Bruera
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Rector: Revd Julian Beauchamp,Waverton Tel: 01244 336668
Associate Minister: Revd Karl Jones,Aldford Tel: 01244 620403

St John’s and St Mary’sWebsite:
https://aldfordandbruerachurches.wordpress.com

St John’s,Aldford

First Sunday 10:15 AM
Holy Communion (BCP)

Second Sunday 10:15 AM
Family Service

Third Sunday 10:15 AM
Holy Communion

Fourth Sunday 10:15 AM
Holy Communion

Fifth Sunday 10:15 AM
Morning Worship

St Mary’s, Bruera

First Sunday 11:00 AM
Holy Communion (Even months)
Family Service (Odd months)

Second Sunday 6:30 PM
Holy Communion

Third Sunday 6:30 PM
Evensong

Fourth Sunday 6:30 PM
Holy Communion

Fifth Sunday 6:30 PM
Evensong

Service Pattern

Church & Community Carol Singing

Church & Community Carol Singing
6:00 pm Monday 16th December 2019

Meet at St John's Church
Join us as we walk around the village and sing.

We will end up at the village square and the village shop for a cuppa.


