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ST JOHNTHE BAPTIST,ALDFORD &
ST MARYTHEVIRGIN, BRUERA

As we approach October and the
countryside starts to take on that
Autumnal look, and our thoughts turn to
harvest and to our harvest celebrations.

For many people, those not so fortunate
as to live in a beautiful rural village,
harvest is something remote, something
that belongs to another age. Food has
become something that just appears on
the shelf of the supermarket without
thought for those who work so hard to
produce it. Let’s take this time to thank
God for, and be grateful to, all those
whose energy and commitment ensures
that there will be food to eat.

Harvest is also, of course, a very
important theme in the Bible; both in the
Old and New Testaments. The idea of
harvest works as a metaphor in several
ways.

First, there is the idea of God’s harvest.
God plants his seed of love in each one
of us. God blesses us, whether we are
good or bad, whether we deserve it or
not, and expects to see fruit in our lives.

God expects a harvest of kindness and
love towards him and towards one
another.

The other kind of harvest is the harvest
of people. When Jesus calls the first
disciples, they are busy fishing. Jesus
calls them and tells them he will make
them “fishers of men.” That is, Jesus
called them and sent them out into the
world to “harvest” those who would
likewise respond to God’s call on their
lives.

God calls, one might say, invites, each
one of us to know and to love him. The
call is to everyone, but, each one of us
has to respond to God’s call personally.

As we remember how we benefit from
the natural harvest around us, let us be
ready to hear God’s voice calling to us,
to love and serve one-another, and to
become part of those “harvested” into
his eternal kingdom.

God bless, Karl

Celebrating a wonderful harvest!
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“We plough the fields and scatter ...”

“We Plough the Fields and Scatter” is a
hymn of German origin commonly
associated with harvest festival. Written
by poet Matthias Claudius, “Wir pflügen
und wir streuen” was published in 1782
and set to music in 1800 attributed to
Johann A. P. Schulz. It was translated
into English by Jane Montgomery
Campbell in 1861. It appears in a
shortened form in the musical Godspell,
as the song, “All Good Gifts”. It is
amongst the most performed of hymns in
the United Kingdom.

Origins

In 1777, Matthias Claudius had become
ill and returned to Christianity after
leaving it in his 20’s. During his illness
he wrote a number of poems. In 1782, a
friend invited him over for dinner and
asked him to bring one of the Christian
poems he had written. Claudius wrote
"We Plough The Fields And Scatter"
based on Psalm 144 for this occasion
with 17 verses. The poem was then
published in “Asinus omnia sua secum
portans” as a peasant's song. From
there, it was published across Germany
in number of hymnbooks. The majority
of these cut down on the original 17
verses with the publishers often
deciding to start with the 3rd verse
which started with “Wir pflügen und wir
streuen” (English: We Plough The
Fields And Scatter).

English Translation

In 1862 in England, Jane Montgomery
Campbell, who was proficient in the
German language, started to translate a

number of German hymns into English.
She translated “Wir pflügen und wir
streuen” into English as “We Plough the
Fields and Scatter”; however, she did
not make a strict translation from the
original German but ensured retention
of the hymn's original focus of giving
thanks to God for the harvest. She
taught the hymn to the children at the
Church of England parish school in
London where her father was the rector.
The hymn was later published in
Charles Bere's Garland of Songs and
Children’s Chorale Book.

Usage

The hymn is predominantly used as a
hymn to give thanks to God for the
harvest and it has also been used in the
United States as a hymn for
Thanksgiving. The hymn has also been
referenced in popular culture. In 1969,
future Poet Laureate of the United
Kingdom, John Betjeman parodied the
hymn as "We spray the fields and
scatter/the poison on the land"
published in Harvest Times as a protest
against modern farming methods and
new planning legislation.

"We Plough The fields and Scatter" has
also had a number of unofficial updated
verses for it. An anonymous revised
first verse which alluded to Betjeman's
parody was published titled "We Plough
the Fields with tractors". This verse,
however, has been criticised as banal as
it would not reference the history of the
harvest.

From en.m.wikipedia.org
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AutumnApple Chutney

My mother-in-law always made this
chutney at this time of year with apples
and onions out of the garden, the family
would all get a jar of it. It was lovely with
cold meats and salad and delicious on a
cheese sandwich.

The ingredients are:
6lb chopped apples, 2lb chopped onions,
1lb grown sugar, mixed spice to taste, salt
to taste, 1 pint of malt vinegar.

Mix all the ingredients in a pan, simmer
for two hours. The taste to see if it is
cooked, leave to cool, then out in jars and
seal. Then enjoy!

Jean Weaver

The Harvest Tradition

Harvest Festival used to be celebrated at
the beginning of the Harvest season on 1st
August and was called Lammas, meaning
'loaf Mass'. Farmers made loaves of bread
from the new wheat crop and gave them
to their local church. They were then used
as the Communion bread during a special
mass thanking God for the harvest. The
custom ended when Henry VIII broke
away from the Catholic Church, and
nowadays we have harvest festivals at the
end of the season.

At the start of the harvest, communities
would appoint a strong and respected
man of the village as their 'Lord of the
Harvest'. He would be responsible for
negotiating the harvest wages and
organising the fieldworkers.

The end of the harvest was celebrated
with a big meal called a Harvest Supper,
eaten on Michaelmas Day. The 'Lord of
the Harvest' sat at the head of the table. A
goose stuffed with apples was eaten
along with a variety of vegetables. Goose
Fairs were and still are held in English
towns at this time of year.

From projectbritain.com

Thanksgiving

For each new morning with its light,
For rest and shelter of the night,
For health and food,
For love and friends,
For everything Thy goodness sends.

Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803–1882)

Thanksgiving Prayer

Thank you for the harvest
When fruit and berries grow.
Thank you for the ripening corn
Planted long ago.

Thank you for the autumn
And a warm and sunny day.
Thank you for the harvest
And crops to store away.

Thank you for the sugar beet
And fields of new mown hay
To feed the cows and horses
When winter comes to stay

Brenda Williams
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…We also remember St Francis of Assisi (4th October)

This month we rememberWilliamTyndale (6th October)
Tyndale was an outstanding English
scholar, translator and martyr of the
Reformation.

William Tyndale (c. 1494 - 6th October
1536) was born near Gloucester, and
studied at Oxford and Cambridge. He
could speak seven languages, and was
proficient in ancient Hebrew and Greek.
As a priest, his abilities would have taken
him a long way, but by 1523 Tyndale’s
only desire was to translate the Bible, so
that English men and women could read
it for themselves. It became his life’s
passion.

For Tyndale had rediscovered a vital
doctrine that the Church had been
ignoring: that of justification by faith. He
had found it when reading Erasmus's
Greek edition of the New Testament. In
fact, his life’s work was well summed up
in some words of his mentor, Erasmus:
“Christ desires His mysteries to be
published abroad as widely as possible. I
would that [the Gospels and the epistles
of Paul] were translated into all
languages, of all Christian people, and
that they might be read and known.”

Tyndale’s translation was the first Bible
to be published in English, the first to
draw directly from Hebrew and Greek
texts, and the first English translation to
take advantage of the printing press.

It was to cost him his life. For Tyndale’s
work was seen as a direct challenge to the
power of both the Roman Catholic
Church and the laws of England in
maintaining the Church’s position.When
the authorities had tried to stop his
translation, Tyndale fled to Hamburg,
Wittenberg, Cologne, and finally to the
Lutheran city of Worms. It was there, in
1525, his New Testament emerged. It was
quickly smuggled into England, and
King Henry VIII, Cardinal Wolsey, and
others, were furious.

Tyndale moved on to Antwerp, where for
nine more years he continued his work.
Then in May 1535 he was betrayed,
arrested, and jailed in a castle near
Brussels. Tied to the stake for
strangulation and burning, his dying
prayer was that the King of England’s
eyes would be opened. Sure enough, two
years later King Henry authorised the
Great Bible for the Church of England,
which relied largely on Tyndale’s work.

Not only that, but in 1611, the 54 scholars
who produced the King James Bible
drew very heavily from Tyndale. Even
today we honour him: in 2002, Tyndale
was placed at number 26 in the BBC’s
poll of 100 Greatest Britons.

From The Parish Pump

Francis longed, prayed and worked for a
life of simplicity – a lifestyle without
luxury or privileges. For the Franciscan
brothers this meant no private
possessions at all. Francis saw that many
poor people without these things,

actually seemed to live happier and more
fulfilling lives than the ambitious rich.
He spoke of a simple life not shaped by
money or power but by love and mutual
concern.

From The Parish Pump
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A new direction for Messy Church

Today food packaging is covered with
printed information.. What do some of
these food warnings mean?

“USE BY”

This is ridiculous and unbelievable- no
self respecting wrinkly would leave a
box of Fondant Fancies uneaten for more
than a quarter of an hour after it arrived
in their house. All wrinklies are engaged
in a never ending mission to ensure the
world's cakes and biscuits are consumed
safely before their sell by dates.

“DISPLAY UNTIL”

How confusing. When you buy it do you
have to display it prominently? Or put it
on a revolving plinth or will an ordinary
plate do? And when friends call do you
show it to them and tell them “I'm sorry
but I can't allow you to eat any of this
lovely cake at the moment. I'm only
allowed to display it until the date
shown!”

Submitted by Ruth Clarke

Suzy and Su wish to say a big “ThankYou!”
to everyone for all their fantastic support for
the MacMillan Coffee Morning. The
morning was so well attended, with many
lovely cakes and fabulous prizes - with a
special thanks to Scissor Psychologist for
their generous prize. It’s great to have the
support of local businesses. Thank you also
to Silver & Gold for a very generous

donation and to those from Saighton who,
rather than running a second coffee morning,
generously came to support us and brought a
donation with them.

The morning raised a fabulous £615 towards
the work ofMacMillan. Thank you!

Suzy Griffiths & Su Jones

From this Autumn we are going to start a
new pattern for the Messy Church.
Instead on meeting every month, we are
going to meet for special Messy Church
celebrations at Christmas, Easter and
during the Summer. The next Messy
Church, the Christmas Special will take
place on Sunday 1st December from 3:00

to 5:00 pm inAldford Village Hall and St
John’s Church. This is going to be a super
occasion, and will kick off the Christmas
season in style. This is for children of
primary school age.We would love to see
you there.

Su Jones

A little girl was struggling with her first term at school. “I'm just wasting my time,”
she sobbed to her mother. “I can't read, I can't write, and they won't let me talk!”

From The Parish Pump

The following extracts are from a favourite book
“A Guide to growing Old Disgracefully”.

A wonderful morning at Aldford
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Puzzle Page

The following word puzzle is based on a
passage from Luke 18 where Jesus tells
the parable of the Pharisee and the Tax
Collector. Can you find all the words
below? They can be up, down, diagonal
or even reversed.

“But the tax collector, standing far off,
would not even lift up his eyes to heaven,
but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be
merciful to me, a sinner!’ I tell you, this
man went down to his house justified,
rather than the other.” Luke 18:13, 14
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For your diary ...

Thursday 3rd Oct, 9:00 AM
Saighton School Harvest Festival at St
John’s, Aldford

Saturday 5th Oct, 7:00 PM,Whist

Sunday 6th Oct, 11:00 AM
Harvest Festival at St Mary’s, Bruera

Sunday 6th Oct, 4:00 PM
Harvest Festival at St John’s, Aldford
Followed by a “bring-and-share” harvest
tea.

Monday 7th Oct, 9:30 AM
Abbey Gate College Harvest Festival at
St John’s, Aldford.

Monday 14th Oct, 7:30 PM, Bingo
Join us for a great evening of Bingo.
This evening will be in aid of St John’s
Church.

Thursday 17th Oct, 7:00 PM
Benefice Social Evening at the
Grosvenor Arms in Aldford

Saturday 19th Oct, 7:00 PM,Whist

Friday 25th Oct, 7:00 PM
Quiz Night at the Burley Hall, Waverton

Saturday 2nd Nov, 7:00 PM,Whist

Sunday 3rd Nov, 6:30 PM
There will be a, All Souls service of
Remembrance in St Mary’s, Bruera.

Monday 11th Nov, 10:45 AM
Abbey Gate College Remembrance
Service.

Sunday 10th Nov, 10:15 AM
Remembrance Service at St John’s,
Aldford.

Monday 11th Nov, 7:30 PM, Bingo
Join us for a great evening of Bingo.
This evening will be in aid of the Village
Hall.

Friday 15th Nov, 10:30 AM - 12:30 PM
Coffee Morning at The Grange Farm.

Saturday 16th Nov, 7:00 PM,Whist

Saturday 23rd Nov, 2:00 to 4:00 PM
St John’s Christmas Fair in the Village
Hall, Aldford.

Saturday 30th Nov, 7:00 PM,Whist
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Rector: Revd Julian Beauchamp,Waverton Tel: 01244 336668
Associate Minister: Revd Karl Jones,Aldford Tel: 01244 620403

St John’s and St Mary’sWebsite:
https://aldfordandbruerachurches.wordpress.com

St John’s,Aldford

First Sunday 10:15 AM
Holy Communion (BCP)

Second Sunday 10:15 AM
Family Service

Third Sunday 10:15 AM
Holy Communion

Fourth Sunday 10:15 AM
Holy Communion

Fifth Sunday 10:15 AM
Morning Worship

St Mary’s, Bruera

First Sunday 11:00 AM
Holy Communion (Even months)
Family Service (Odd months)

Second Sunday 6:30 PM
Holy Communion

Third Sunday 6:30 PM
Evensong

Fourth Sunday 6:30 PM
Holy Communion

Fifth Sunday 6:30 PM
Evensong

Service Pattern

Special Events

Over twenty-five different churches and
organisations are participating in this
month long celebration of the Bible,
providing over seventy events that you
can attend – most of them are FREE of
charge. You can explore some history,
eat some cake, learn about languages, or
create a picture. There is so much going
on it is hard to describe it all. If you are
healthy enough to walk around the city,
or in hospital for a few days, there is an
activity you can join in with.

Throughout the whole month of October
churches will be opening their doors and

inviting you to come and discover the
amazing stories and teaching found
within the Bible.

There is a full programme at the back of
the church in St John’s, which can be
downloaded in PDF form from:
http://biblematters.org.uk

The Chester Bible Festival 2019


