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ST JOHNTHE BAPTIST,ALDFORD &
ST MARYTHEVIRGIN, BRUERA

Social evening

Many thanks to Emma, Will and family for staying open to
provide us with food and drinks. We had hoped for better
weather but a jolly evening was had despite the chilly rain. It
is good to get together and meet across the Benefice. Look
out for future dates and join in.

Mary Pleavin

The Summer has come!
Welcome to the Holiday edition of the Newsletter!

What a strange summer it’s been so far; amazing heat, terrible downpours, and
gardens growing our of control. It’s such a contrast with last year, when the lawns
were brown and crispy. Summer in England is just one of those things that remain
totally unpredictable; in many ways that’s part of its’ charm.

Summer holidays are a time to rest, a time to take your foot of the pedal and relax.
It’s also a good time to reflect, to think about the year so far, to consider God’s
goodness, and make plans for the next few months.

Some people make lists, some make elaborate mind maps, some make detailed
schedules, others just take it as it comes and let it happen.

Whatever our approach to the future, it’s good to remind ourselves that God is with
us always. Never far from us, God walks with us. He is there to support and
encourage us; he is there to carry us when times are tough. God is with us in our
joys and in our sorrows; when our lives bring forth an abundance of joy, or when
our lives seems like a desert - God never leaves us.

There is, however, so much more to God than a guiding presence. God loves us and
invites us to have a real daily relationship with him. God is “Our Father, in
heaven.” Why not take some time this summer to reflect, to think and to ponder the
great truths about the love of God.

God bless, Karl
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August 9th - Mary Sumner

The Mothers’ Union is now more than 140 years old. It has accomplished a
staggering amount in that time, and nowadays numbers more than four million
members, doing good work in 83 countries. That is a far cry from the modest circle
of prayer for mothers who cared about family life, which is how it all began with a
rector’s wife, Mary Sumner.

Mary was born in late 1828 in Swinton, near Manchester. When she was four, her
family moved to Herefordshire. Mary’s father, Thomas Heywood, was a banker and
historian. Her mother has been described as a woman of “faith, charm and
sympathy” – qualities which Mary certainly inherited. Mrs Heywood also held
informal ‘mothers’ meetings’ at her home, to encourage local women. Those
meetings may well have inspired Mary’s later work.

Mary was educated at home, spoke three foreign languages, and sang well. While in
her late teens, on a visit to Rome she met George Sumner, a son of the Bishop of
Winchester. It was a well-connected family: George’s uncle became Archbishop of
Canterbury, and his second cousin was William Wilberforce. Mary and George
married in July 1848, soon after his ordination. They moved to Old Alresford in
1851 and had three children: Margaret, Louise and George. Mary dedicated herself
to raising her children and supporting her husband’s ministry by providing music and
Bible classes.

When in 1876 Mary’s eldest daughter Margaret, gave birth, Mary was reminded how
difficult she had found the burden of motherhood. Soon she decided to hold a
meeting to which she invited the local women not only of her own class, but also all
the village mothers. Her aim was to find out if women could be brought together to
offer each other prayer and mutual support in their roles as wives and mothers. That
meeting at Old Alresford Rectory was the inaugural meeting of the Mothers’ Union.

For 11 years, the Mothers’ Union was limited to Old Alresford. Then in 1885 the
Bishop of Newcastle invited Mary to address the women churchgoers of the
Portsmouth Church Congress, some 20 miles away. Mary gave a passionate speech
about the poor state of national morality, and the vital need for women to use their
vocation as mothers to change the nation for the better. A number of the women
present went back to their parishes to found mothers’ meetings on Sumner’s pattern.
Soon, the Mothers’ Union spread to the dioceses of Ely, Exeter, Hereford, Lichfield
and Newcastle. By 1892, there were already 60,000 members in 28 dioceses, and by
1900 there were 169,000 members. By the timeMary died in 1921, she had seen MU
cross the seas and become an international organisation of prayer and good purpose.

From www.parishpump.co.uk
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Ride and Stride

On September 14th this annual fund-raising event will take place. Money raised is
shared between the participating church and the Historic Cheshire Churches
Preservation Trust which is a grant aiding body and has helped with building repairs
in the past. Bruera church will be open all day as will many others in Malpas Deanery
so why not have a few hours out visiting them? You don’t have to bike or walk—go
by car and see some wonderful examples of ancient church architecture.

Mary Pleavin

Put St John’s or St Mary’s in the picture!

Budding photographers could be in with a chance of winning £5,000 as part of a new
competition launched by the UK’s leading church insurer.

Parish Pixels is a new national photography competition for Anglican Churches in
England, Wales and Scotland, launched by Ecclesiastical Insurance. The insurer is
calling on budding photographers to capture the essence of their church in a single
snapshot. Churches will need to submit a single photograph and a one-sentence
caption to accompany it. The image can be of people, places, features, artefacts or
anything that highlights the uniqueness of the church or its importance to its local
community.

Ecclesiastical will showcase some of the best entries on its website and social media
channels. A panel of judges, which will include representatives from the regions, will
select eight winners from across the UK who will each receive a prize of £1,500 for
their church.

Following this, the public will be given the chance to vote for their favourite image
before Ecclesiastical and church representatives select an overall winner. The overall
winner will receive a £5,000 prize for the church.

Michael Angell, Church Operations Director at Ecclesiastical explained the thinking
behind this year’s competition: “There are so many unique and fascinating items,
stories and people at our churches and we really wanted to find a way to highlight
these. We are all aware of the extraordinary items that can be found in the UK’s
cathedrals, and places like St Paul’s andWestminsterAbbey naturally attract tourists.
But, there are hidden treasures that are much closer to our own homes. We hope that
Parish Pixels helps highlight some of these and encourages people to visit their local
church.”

The competition opened in June, and churches must submit their entries by 31st
October 2019. More information at: www.ecclesiastical.com/parishpixels

From www.parishpump.co.uk
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Children’s Pages
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Children’s Pages
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Puzzle Page
The following word puzzle is based on a passage from Hebrews 11, where the author
reminds us of the great heroes of our faith. Can you find all the words below? They
can be up, down, diagonal or even reversed.
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For your diary ...

Friday 2nd Aug, 9:30 to 11:00 AM, SUMMER HOLIDAY Sunbeams

A children’s singing, story time and craft group in Aldford. We will meet each
Wednesday & Friday morning from 9:30 to 11:00 AM, in the Parish Room at the
Rectory. (Friday’s are now fully booked but places are available on theWednesdays.)

Friday 9th Aug, 2:00 to 4:00 PM Silver & Gold, Susan Craig (Laughter)

Saturday 10th Aug, 7:00 PM, Whist

Wednesday 14th Aug, 9:30 to 11:00 AM, SUMMER HOLIDAY Sunbeams

Friday 16th Aug, 9:30 to 11:00 AM, SUMMER HOLIDAY Sunbeams

Monday 19th Aug, 7:30 PM, Bingo

Join us for a great evening of Bingo. This evening will be in aid of Clatterbridge.

Wednesday 21st Aug, 9:30 to 11:00 AM, SUMMER HOLIDAY Sunbeams

Friday 23rd Aug, 9:30 to 11:00 AM, SUMMER HOLIDAY Sunbeams

Friday 23rd Aug, 2:00 to 4:00 PM Silver & Gold, Gill Adlington (Artist)

Saturday 24th Aug, 7:00 PM, Whist

Wednesday 28th Aug, 9:30 to 11:00 AM, SUMMER HOLIDAY Sunbeams

The village fête committee is looking for more support, in particular to share the
administration. If you have computer or design skills, or if you are good with
paper work, filling in forms and dealing with emails - then please consider if you
may be able to give some time to help out.

If you can help then please contact Phil Cummins on 01244 620334.

There will be no Messy Church on the Fourth Sunday in August.

Let’s all take time to enjoy the Summer break.

We will make an announcement in September

concerning the future programme for Messy Church
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Rector: Revd Julian Beauchamp,Waverton Tel: 01244 336668
Associate Minister: Revd Karl Jones,Aldford Tel: 01244 620403

St John’s and St Mary’sWebsite:
https://aldfordandbruerachurches.wordpress.com

St John’s, Aldford

First Sunday 10:15 AM
Holy Communion (BCP)

Second Sunday 10:15 AM
Family Service

Third Sunday 10:15 AM
Holy Communion

Fourth Sunday 10:15 AM
Holy Communion

Fifth Sunday 10:15 AM
Family Service

St Mary’s, Bruera

First Sunday 11:00 AM
Holy Communion (Even months)
Family Service (Odd months)

Second Sunday 6:30 PM
Holy Communion

Third Sunday 6:30 PM
Evensong

Fourth Sunday 6:30 PM
Holy Communion

Fifth Sunday 6:30 PM
Evensong

Service Pattern

Looking ahead ...

The Rural Deanery of Malpas

Deanery Songs of Praise
Serve the Lord with gladness!

Come into his presence with singing!
Psalm 100:2

Sunday 15th September 2019
At 6:30 pm

At St John the Baptist, Aldford

Do come and join us as we worship together as a Deanery family.
Tea and Coffee, Cake and Biscuits will be served

in the Church after the service.


