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ST MARYTHEVIRGIN, BRUERA

The Aldford Cockerel

The Cockerel has looked over our village for years;
he’s seen many a smile and quite a few tears.

He’s seen weddings and funerals and christenings too,
from his perch up on high with its beautiful view.

But one night in November when the weather was rough
he thought to himself that he’d just had enough.

The rain and the sleet and the wind and the snow
convinced him that now was the time he should go.

He thought, as a bird, he could probably fly,
well anyway, now was a good time to try.

So he got himself ready and took a great leap
and landed by the hollow tree, in a crumpled old heap.

His one wing was all bent, and impaled on the ground,
but still in one piece when at last he was found.

And now he’s come down from his lofty old perch.
He safe and he’s warm, and he’s inside the Church.

And one of these days, on a Church open day
you’ll see him again, for he’ll be on display.

And if you look up and see our great loss,
well, look up again, for he’s left us a cross.

Derek Weaver

Join us for Morning Prayer on Thursday

Each Thursday morning at 9:00 am, we will be meeting for Morning Prayer, in the
Parish Room, at the Rectory on Green Lake Lane.Why not join us and make a good
start to your day?
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Strawberry Jam.

July is the month for strawberries! Wimbledon is on and the strawberries are the
sweetest they can be. Here is a recipe you can try.

Ingredients

1kg hulled strawberry , 750g jam sugar
juice 1 lemon , small knob of butter

Method

Prepare the strawberries by wiping them with a piece of damp kitchen paper. (Wiping
the strawberries rather than washing them ensures the fruit doesn’t absorb lots of
water – too much water and the jam won’t set easily.) To hull the fruit, use a knife to
cut a cone shape into the strawberry and remove the stem. Cut any large berries in
half.

Put the strawberries in a bowl and gently toss through the sugar. Leave uncovered at
room temperature for 12 hrs or overnight. This process helps the sugar to dissolve,
ensures the fruit doesn’t disintegrate too much and helps to keep its vibrant colour.

Before starting the jam, put 2 saucers in the freezer. Tip the strawberry mixture into
a preserving pan with the lemon juice. Set over a low heat and cook very gently. If
any sugar remains on the sides of the pan, dip a pastry brush in hot water and brush
the sugar away.

When you can no longer feel any grains of sugar remaining, turn up the heat to start
bubbling the jam and bringing it to the boil. (The sugar must be completely dissolved
before increasing the heat, otherwise it will be difficult for the jam to set, and it may
contain crystallised lumps of
sugar.)

Boil hard for 5-10 mins until the
jam has reached 105C on a
preserving or digital
thermometer, then turn off the
heat. If you don’t have a
thermometer, spoon a little jam
onto one of the cold saucers.
Leave for 30 secs, then push
with your finger; if the jam
wrinkles and doesn’t flood to fill
the gap, it is ready. If not, turn
the heat back on and boil for 2
mins more, then turn off the heat
and do the wrinkle test again.
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Children’s Work at Aldford and Bruera

We’ve had a fantastic few months at both Sunbeams
and Messy Church.

Sunbeams our Friday morning singing and
storytime group has really grown recently and we
are nearly up to capacity, numbers wise. Also
perhaps more importantly the group has grown
together, with the children and adults alike forming
really great friendships.

We have enjoyed learning about colours, enjoying
fantastic stories like the Hungry Caterpillar and the Tiger who came to tea and last
Friday we had our ownAldford seaside with sand and water to play in and of course
ice cream cones to enjoy.

Messy Church too have seen some great afternoons and lots of craft activities and
cooking activities have been prepared and enjoyed by everyone who has come.

It has been fantastic in both groups to enjoy getting to know local families inAldford,
Saighton, Christleton,Waverton and the surrounding areas.

Both Messy Church and Sunbeams is open to all and you'll be met with a warm
welcome, we’d love you to come along!

If you want more information contact Su and Karl Jones 07837944656

Repeat until ready.

Use a spoon to skim any scum that has risen to the surface and discard this. Do this
only once at the end, rather than constantly during the boiling stage, to reduce
wastage.

Add a knob of butter, if you like, to the finished jam, and stir in to melt. This will help
to dissolve any remaining scum that you haven’t managed to spoon off the top. Leave
the jam to settle for 15 mins – this will ensure that the fruit stays suspended in the
mixture and doesn’t all float to the top of the jam jar. Meanwhile, sterilise your jars.

Ladle into warm jars, filling to just below the rim. Place a wax disc on top of the jam
(this prevents mildew forming), then cover with a lid or a cellophane circle and
elastic band. Pop on a label (include the date), plus a pretty fabric top, if you like. The
jam can be stored for up to 1 year in a cool, dry place. Refrigerate after opening.

From James Martin, BBC good food.
Photo by Fadya Azhary, downloaded from www.unsplash.com (Edited)
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Cheshire Agricultural Chaplaincy

Have you heard of the CheshireAgricultural Chaplaincy? They are a group of people
whose aim is to support members of the farming community through bad times. One
way we could all help would be to buy British produce - Red Tractor logo - or even
really locally grown. It may be a little more expensive, but is surely worth it if fewer
air miles are needed and our own producers are supported. We may have to eat
‘seasonally;’ do we really need raspberries at Christmas? Many British soft fruit
growers use poly-tunnels so the season is extended already.

Aldford Long Ago!

When I was quite young we had what we called “Aldford Wakes.” It was always
around the 9th July, on the Saturday. We all had new dresses and new shoes. We
marched around the village behind a brass band and a big banner. We had a service
in church and then we marched to the Grosvenor Arms. We all had tea in the big
dining room. There was a fair in the field opposite the pub, and the brass band played
for dancing on the pub lawn, till very late at night. Then we had to walk home down
the lower lanes; very very tired but very happy. Everyone decorated the graves. It
was a lovely sight to see them all cared for.

Ethel Cummins

Mary Pleavin

The Village Fête needs your help!

The fête at Aldford is a wonderful event that has taken place in the village for
many years. It was another great success this year, with wonderful weather and
better than ever attendance. Thank you to everyone who worked so hard to put
on a brilliant occasion, and thank you to everyone who came along to support.

As the fête grows, and more people attend, there is more and more work to do to
make it happen, and if the fête is to carry on as a special part of our village life
we need more help.

The village fête committee is looking for more support, in particular to share the
administration. If you have computer or design skills, or if you are good with
paper work, filling in forms and dealing with emails - then please consider if you
may be able to give some time to help out.

If you can help then please contact Phil Cummins on 01244 620334, or join us at
the AGM at the Village Hall on Tuesday 30th July at 7:45 pm.
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Bear Grylls and his Christian Faith

1. Bear on his 'conversion' moment

"I remember praying a simple prayer up a tree one evening and saying, 'God, if you're
like I knew you as a kid, would you be that friend again?' And it was no more
complicated than that. And actually the amazing thing is that all God asks is that we
sort of open the door and He'll do the rest. So often we kinda hide behind our
yearning for love and acceptance with loads of complicated theological questions,
and actually once that's stripped away what we really are is just somebody who wants
to have that relationship with your Father."

(From an interview with Relevant magazine.)

2. Bear on personal faith

"Faith is personal if it's to be real. And I think things that are personal are sometimes
hard to talk about. And I think Brits are especially bad at that. But I've definitely
learned over my life through a lot of difficult times — whether it's military stuff or
losing people on big expeditions on high mountains — I've definitely learned it takes
a proud man to say he never needs any help. I'm not that man. I do need some help
sometimes. And my faith has been that to me. It's been a real quiet strength and a real
glue to our family, as well. For me to be able to climb big mountains with a person I
feel has made these mountains is a huge privilege."

(From an interview with NPR's All Things Considered radio programme)

3. Bear on the radical Jesus

"The journey's been that faith has been the wildest ride. And Jesus, the heart of the
Christian faith is the wildest, most radical guy you'd ever come across. He was
always hanging around with the prostitutes and the tax collectors and having parties
and banquets, and I found myself drawn to that character, not the kind of fluff that we
like to box as religion."

(From an interview with CBN's The 700 club)

4. Bear on drawing strength from God

"My faith isn't very churchy, it's a pretty personal, intimate thing and has been a huge
source of strength in moments of life and death. At the heart of Christianity is the
belief that we are loved and held and forgiven, and I try not to complicate my faith
beyond that."

(From an interview with the Daily Telegraph)

Bear Grylls is a popular explorer and survival expert who regularly appears on TV; what he is not
well know for is that he is a Christian.



Page 6Page 6

Puzzle Page
The following word puzzle is based on a passage from Luke 10, where Jesus tells the
parable of The Good Samaritan. Can you find all the words below? They can be up,
down, diagonal or even reversed.
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For your diary ...

Friday 5th Jul, 9:30 to 11:00 AM, Sunbeams

Achildren’s singing, story time and craft group inAldford. We will meet each Friday
morning from 9:30 to 11:00 AM, in the Parish Room at the Rectory. Mums, dad,
grandparents and carers are all welcome, but due to space limitations you will need
to speak to Su Jones (01244 620403) to book a place.

Friday 12th Jul, 9:30 to 11:00 AM, Sunbeams

Friday 12th Jul, 2:00 to 4:00 PM, Silver & Gold, The Cymau Choir

Saturday 13th Jul, 7:00 PM, Whist

Friday 19th Jul, 9:30 to 11:00 AM, Sunbeams

Monday 22nd Jul, 7:30 PM, Bingo

Join us for a great evening of Bingo. This evening will be in aid of the Village Hall.

Friday 26th Jul, 9:30 to 11:00 AM, Sunbeams

Saturday 27th Jul, 7:00 PM, Whist.

Sunday 28th Jul, 3:00 to 5:00 PM, Messy Church

You are welcome to join us for Messy Church, a fun packed afternoon, of crafts,
singing, games, and a party tea, on the FOURTH Sunday of each month, from
3:00pm to 5:00pm at Aldford Village Hall and St John the Baptist Church. This is a
free event for children of primary school age. We would love to see you there. For
more details contact Karl & Su Jones on 07837 944656.
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Rector: Revd Julian Beauchamp,Waverton Tel: 01244 336668
Associate Minister: Revd Karl Jones,Aldford Tel: 01244 620403

St John’s and St Mary’sWebsite:
https://aldfordandbruerachurches.wordpress.com

St John’s, Aldford

First Sunday 10:15 AM
Holy Communion (BCP)

Second Sunday 10:15 AM
Family Service

Third Sunday 10:15 AM
Holy Communion

Fourth Sunday 10:15 AM
Holy Communion

Fifth Sunday 10:15 AM
Family Service

St Mary’s, Bruera

First Sunday 11:00 AM
Holy Communion (Even months)
Family Service (Odd months)

Second Sunday 6:30 PM
Holy Communion

Third Sunday 6:30 PM
Evensong

Fourth Sunday 6:30 PM
Holy Communion

Fifth Sunday 6:30 PM
Evensong

Service Pattern

Notices

Benefice Social

There is to be an informal social evening at the Aldford Village Store on
Wednesday 17th July from 6:30 PM. Emma and her team will be on hand to provide
food and drinks at your own cost. All members of the Benefice are welcome, not
just those who go to church. Let’s hope for a warm and sunny evening.

Mary Pleavin

Bruera church building and churchyard maintenance

Every five years an architect inspects the church and makes recommendations for
maintenance. That has recently been done. Join us in a working party on
Wednesday 17th July at 9:30 AM to do some of the simpler jobs.

Mary Pleavin


