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ST JOHN THE BAPTIST, ALDFORD &
ST MARY THE VIRGIN, BRUERA

Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted

Stricken, smitten, and afflicted,
see Him dying on the tree!
'Tis the Christ by man rejected;
yes, my soul, 'tis He! 'tis He!
'Tis the long-expected Prophet,
David's Son, yet David's Lord;
By his Son God now has spoken:
'tis the true and faithful Word.

Tell me, ye who hear Him groaning,
was there ever grief like His?
Friends through fear His cause

disowning,
foes insulting His distress;
Many hands were raised to wound Him,
none would interpose to save;
But the deepest stroke that pierced Him
was the stroke that Justice gave.

Ye who think of sin but lightly
nor suppose the evil great
Here may view its nature rightly,
here its guilt may estimate.
Mark the Sacrifice appointed,
see who bears the awful load;
'Tis the Word, the Lord's Anointed,
Son of Man and Son of God.

Here we have a firm foundation;
here the refuge of the lost;
Christ's the Rock of our salvation,
His the name of which we boast.
Lamb of God, for sinners wounded,
sacrifice to cancel guilt!
None shall ever be confounded
who on Him their hope have built.

Thomas Kelly, 1769-1854

Welcome to the May edition of the Parish Newsletter!

This is a bumper edition, with annual reports from the church wardens at St John’s
and St Mary’s, and a fascinating article about Thomas White who brought his
family to Aldford in the 1870’s.

We have just celebrated Easter, when we remember the death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ. It is the resurrection of Jesus that makes the Christian faith unique.
The one who lived and died for us, us took our sins on the cross, also rose from the
dead to die no more; Jesus, is alive! The one we follow, and worship as God’s Son,
is not a mythical hero, not a character from an old storybook, but a real living
person. As the hymn printed below, that we enjoyed and Good Friday, reminds us,
Jesus is the “rock of our Salvation,” “the name of which we boast,” and that no-one
who has put their hope in him will “ever be confounded”. God bless, Karl
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St John’s, Aldford, Warden’s Report 2018/19

There really was only one project which occupied our attention in 2018 which was
the stonework repairs to the “spirelet” on the south-west corner of the tower. Quite
large chunks of sandstone were beginning to flake off owing to corrosion of ironwork
embedded in the spirelet. This was a process not dissimilar to the corrosion of
reinforcing steel within our concrete motorway bridges.

This was an ongoing problem that was only going to get worse and so following
active fundraising, detailed surveys and a tender process, contractors were appointed
in the late summer in the hope and anticipation that work could be completed before
winter.

There were many generous individual private donations to the appeal and grants
were made by the Sally Duchess Fund and the Westminster Foundation which gave
us the confidence to proceed though still relying on our “rainy day” reserve funds to
meet the full cost of £29,000.00.

Concerts in Church were organised with those performing giving their time free of
charge. Thanks are due to Derek Weaver and Steve Worthington in particular for
organising these events and those who came enjoyed the wonderful acoustics of the
Church associated with the music of the City of Chester Brass Band, singing of the
Clwyd Clippers Barbershop Choir and Churton’s own Alyson Thacker.

While it was a shame that the church was not full to the rafters for these concerts
those who attended enjoyed each event and there was good repeat attendance.
Financially too the concerts were successful and sufficient funds raised to avoid
dipping into the reserves.

The success of these concerts and one to come in March 2019 from the City of
Chester Male Voice Choir leads me to believe that we should try to organise future
concerts for more general fundraising though we will probably need to pay the
performers on those occasions.

As we stand now in 2019 the repair works are completed and the scaffolding is down
and can begin trying to restore the worn grass around the base of the tower. We shall
potentially need to repair/replace the duck boarding at the top of the tower walkway
and there is a slipped shingle which will need replacement. Jackdaws continue to
penetrate the wired windows and the drain needs to be cleaned out.

Keeping the churchyard neat and tidy proved a problem over the spring and summer
months despite valiant efforts with the wheeled strimmer by Andrew Ferrier. We
learnt that more frequent cutting was required but time pressures of everyday life
prevented this. We hope to do better in 2019 at least once I am back to full mobility
and can help by wielding a strimmer. First though I need a lesson in fitting the cord
from Steve Worthington so that it feeds out automatically!!
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I spent some time over the early autumn trying to selectively weed some areas of the
churchyard and adding substantial quantities of top soil to try and achieve a more
level surface. More needs to be done but it should be a little easier to use the machine
in 2019.

A dead cherry tree was removed and another cherry tree and the beech tree in the
“new” churchyard were professionally pruned.

Weedkiller was used on the paths and some graves cleared of ivy. Again, we need to
repeat this in 2019.

The terrier and inventory I believe is now up to date and we passed theArchdeacon’s
inspection. Fire extinguishers were all replaced where necessary but we still need to
organise a PAT test for the Vacuum cleaner and kettle and audio system.

Thanks is due to all those who clean, arrange flowers, carry out sidespersons duties
but particularly to DerekWeaver who opens up and closes the church every day.Also
of course to our Verger Steve Worthington but above all to Karl and Su for the
immense efforts and sacrifices that they make in order to minister to Aldford and
Churton and their efforts to develop the ministry to children. We do not know when
the latter work will bear fruit but I remain confident that it will.

I conclude by recording that at long last the handrails have been fitted to the chancel
steps and pulpit. These have met I think with universal approval and have been put
to good use proving just how needed they in fact were. They were dedicated in
memory of Jean Lamont whose generous legacy enabled us to more than cover their
cost.

David Rudd
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St Mary’s, Bruera, Warden’s Report 2018/19

This is the “bricks and mortar” part of my job as Warden. During 2018 we had some
more pointing done in order to make the church building more immune to the
ravages of the British weather. We paid for it with some of the legacy left to us by
the late Dr John Thomas. Unfortunately the stone-mason advised me that there are
areas of the sandstone which it is not possible to restore. Damp has soaked through
over the years and the inner surfaces have flaked off. However, he didn’t think the
church will suffer a complete collapse just yet.

MrAndrew Grass from Saighton has kindly fixed fine netting in the roof of the porch
as a means of stopping the swallows nesting on the ledges. Their droppings have
been a nuisance over the years and I’m sure they will find alternative
accommodation.

Eric Hope has agreed to be the Utilities Officer, taking some of the burden from the
Warden’s role. He will, in future, deal with the annual Fire Extinguisher and PAT
testing as well as light bulbs when they need replacing.

The three gentlemen of the churchyard continue with their stalwart efforts and
maintain the grass. We are very grateful for their loyalty. The occasional Working
Parties have created a pleasant border along the wall and plants and flowers brought
by relatives of persons in the new section are incorporated into the little garden. The
coffee and biscuits served certainly encourage us to dig and weed enthusiastically.

Once again I thank all those people who quietly provide flowers, clean and act as
Sidesmen in Bruera.

Mary Pleavin

Easter Fun at Sunbeams.

We’ve continued to have a fantastic fun time at our ”Sunbeams” group on Friday
mornings, at the Rectory. We always start at 9.30am with a little activity and we've
enjoyed planting little violas for a Mother's Day gift, playing with play doh and
enjoying colouring Easter pictures. We’ve made cards and Easter chicks, we’ve
enjoyed singing together, reading a story and playing party games. On Good Friday
we had a special Easter party and a fun Easter egg hunt, where we searched the
garden to put little foil coloured eggs into our homemade baskets. The group
continues to grow and develop and is a real joy to be part of!

If you would like to know more about Sunbeams please contact Karl or Su Jones on
07837944656.
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Messy Church at St. John’s Aldford.

We've been enjoying lots of fun activities at
Messy Church!We've painted pictures, planted
plants, made cards, coloured spring and Easter
pictures, made Easter chicks, iced biscuits and
cakes, sang songs, played games, leant about
God and enjoyed good fellowship together
over tea and cakes!

Messy Church is for every fourth Sunday of
the month, 3-5pm at Aldford Village Hall.

It's for children of primary school age and we would love to see you!

If you would like to know more please contact Karl or Su Jones on 07837944656.

Why not have a go at making Drop Scones?

Here is Mum's drop scones recipe. Most recipes do not use the rub in method but
Mum always did. She would make these most weekend, and I loved them. She
usually made them for the Village Sale ofWork, for the cake stall, and often for other
events in the village.

I rarely make them as I was never good at doing them although I still have the griddle
she used. Perhaps I will have another go!

Ingredients

4oz (115g) self raising flour
1/4 teaspoon salt
1/2oz (15g) margarine or butter
2oz (50g) sugar
1 egg beaten with 3 tablespoons milk

Method

Mix flour and salt together and rub in margarine or butter. Add the sugar. Add the egg
and milk to make a thick batter. Heat a griddle or heavy based frying pan until
moderately hot, grease well. Drop three spoonful's of mixture onto griddle or pan
keeping them well separated. Cook until underside is golden brown and top is
covered in bubbles. This should take about three minutes. Turn and brown on the
other side. They can be eaten either hot or cold.

Carolyn Bates
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Thomas White

ON THE 22ND OF SEPTEMBER 2018 a service was held in the St John the
Baptist’s Aldford to re-dedicate the grave of Thomas White.

His great grandsons Michael and David Ridley and their cousin Kathleen Hirst, nee
Partington, had noticed the continuing deterioration of his gravestone over the years
so arranged for it to be refaced and then re-placed. Rev Jules Beauchamp took the
service and re-dedicated the head stone in the graveyard afterwards. Although the
number of locals attending was few, the family numbering over twenty, would like
to thank those who did come for their presence including Karl and also those who
were so helpful in preparing the grave and the Hall for the tea which followed and
the excellent organist. I hope that theWHITE rose we planted has survived the winter
and will give pleasure to many for years to come.After the church service on the next
morning it was heartening for me to meet so many congregants who knew my
grandmother, Annie Partington nee White and my mother and father though of
course nobody can remember Thomas White who died in1910.

Thomas White was born in Kent in 1832 and after several years in service as a
footman in houses in Yorkshire and London he came to Aldford where he was the
publican of the Grosvenor Arms, originally named The Talbot, between 1871 and
1891. He married Annie Johnson from Stone in Staffordshire. They had a son who
was a farm labourer in Aldford but died quite young and is buried with his father.
They also had two daughters, Annie, the same name as her mother who married,
Samuel Partington in Aldford Church and eventually moved to Eccleston Ferry
where the Partingtons and their forbears, the Harnotts, had been tenants of the
Grosvenor family working the 80 acre farm and running the Ferry since 1806.

The other White daughter married Teddy Wells, a native of Aldford, but who moved
to Eccleston when he became the Chief Clerk under the Hon Cecil Parker, the agent
for the Eaton Estate, later succeeded by Major Basil Kerr. Mr Wells worked for the
Estate for 64 years. [Incidentally my father, George Ridley, worked for the
Grosvenor Family, latterly Anne Duchess and Lady Mary, for 67 years!]. The Estate
Office in those days was situated in part of The Paddocks, Eccleston.

Annie and Samuel Partington had eight children, three boys and five girls. Two of the
sons, Thomas and Edward [Tom and Ted], can be seen along with their nephew Jim,
Kathleen’s father, in the photos of the Home Guard in the Village Hall.

My mother, Mary, was the seventh of the eight offspring. She married George Ridley
who was a relative newcomer to the Eaton Estate only arriving in 1926 when he was
17. My parents and some of the Partingtons are buried in Eccleston, the older
Partintgons and the Harnotts are buried in Bruera, Eccleston Ferry being in the parish
of Bruera rather than Eccleston, the river being the boundary.
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Although it was a horribly cold day for September, it was a wonderful day enabling
us to gather family and friends from around England and introduce my sons and
grandchildren to part of their history. It was also my aim to help them to appreciate
that LIFE is really very short so we should be grateful for the time which God gives
us on this earth and to be aware of those who have gone before.

I should like to add a word of thanks to my cousin-in-law, Steve Hirst, for the work
he put into researching Thomas White and his subsequent family. Hoping to return
to Aldford and visit Bruera later this year, wishing you all well

David Ridley Cali, Colombia 24th April 2019

Ne’er cast a clout till May be out

This is an English saying with a long and difficult history. In 1855, F. K. Robertson’s
Whitby Gazette published the following rhyme: The wind at North and East, was
never good for man nor beast, so never think to cast a clout, until the month of May
be out.

Since at least the early 15th century ‘clout’ has been used to mean a fragment of cloth or
clothing. It’s here that the saying took on two meanings rather than just the original. The new
meaning was a reminder not to be too quick to shuck the warmer winter clothes before cooler
days during the month of May were most likely over. That being said, English farm-workers
working the fields in their winter clothes throughout the month of May could suffer from heat
exhaustion if they kept all their winter layers on until the end of May! The flowering of the
hawthorne (May) tree was a more reliable guide to the state of the weather. This means that
the original meaning goes back even further than the 15th century and indeed, it can be traced
back to the 12th century. During Medieval times in Brittany, a man proposed to his beloved
by leaving a hawthorne (also known as a Mayflower) branch at the door of his beloved on the
first of May. By leaving the branch at the door she accepted his proposal.

Traditionally, it was taboo to bring hawthorne into the house in Medieval England because it
was feared it would bring death with it. This is because the hawthorne blossom has a
distinctive fragrance and in medieval times, the blossom was said to carry the ‘stench of
death’. (This is due to the trimethylene that the flowers give off as they deteriorate.) The
exception to that rule was during May-Day celebrations (for one day only) when it was
permitted to bring flowers into the house for decoration. No marriages were allowed during
the month of May and it was cons≠idered unlucky to marry in the hawthorne month since
most people during Medieval times rarely bathed, June was usually one of the months in
which most people had baths. The exception to the rule, of course, would be those who lived
in castles.

It would make sense for the general population to keep at least some (but not all) of their
winter clothes on until they could bathe and be fresh for any wedding celebrations coming up
during the month of June.

https://idiomation.wordpress.com/2010/03/30/never-cast-a-clout-until-may-is-out/
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From the life of mother Teresa

An Indian admirer of Mother Teresa once gifted her with her own personal “calling
card.”

He was a businessman, so perhaps he intended a bit of whimsy in offering such a
worldly item to a woman who had renounced wealth to serve the poor. But Teresa
liked the card so much that she had copies made and regularly handed them out to
people for the rest of her life.

Written on the small yellow cards were lessons Mother Teresa had learned from the
Church, her prayer life, and her ministry to the poor. It was a lovely, uncomplicated
prayer that she summed up in five steps, called The Simple Path:

The fruit of silence is PRAYER; the fruit of prayer is FAITH;

the fruit of faith is LOVE;

the fruit of love is SERVICE; the fruit of service is PEACE.

From first to last, the spirituality that inspired Mother Teresa and her sisters was
cantered on Jesus Christ. It was he whom they heard in silent prayer, he who
sustained their faith, he whom they lovingly served, and he who gifted them with the
peace that passes all understanding. As Teresa once said, speaking on behalf of the
entire order, “My vocation is to belong to Jesus, to cleave to Jesus. The work is the
fruit of my love and my love is expressed in my work. . . . Prayer in action is love in
action.” The Missionaries of Charity, in other words, aspired to be “contemplatives
in the heart of the world,” disciplined through prayer to recognise Christ in every
person they encountered.

Teresa and her sisters were under no illusion that serving Christ in the poor and the
marginalised would be easy. But they were also convinced that the more they
sacrificed, the more they eased the pain of Christ in all his distressing disguises. The
occasional heartache and more or less permanent physical weariness they took on in
the service of others, they believed, was well worth it.

Mother Teresa once expressed this point in a parable so simple that it might have
served as a Sunday school lesson, but so powerful that it was wise counsel to her
sisters.

“There is a story of a little robin,” Teresa told them. “He saw Jesus on the cross, saw
the crown of thorns. The bird flew around and around until he found a way to remove
a thorn, and in removing the thorn stuck himself. Each of us should be that bird.”

From “Mother Teresa” Love in Action”
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/mother-teresa-love-in-action/
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Across
3. The place where Jesus was crucified (7)

5. The name of the final week leading up to Easter (7)
7. The name of the day on which Jesus washed his disciples feet (6,8)

10. The name of the final Sunday before Easter (4)
13. The name of the disciple who denied knowing Jesus (5)

Down
1. The name of the Roman Governor who condemned Jesus (6)
2. The description of the day on which Jesus was crucified (4,6)
4. The shout of the crowd on when Jesus rode into Jerusalem (7)
6. The name of the disciple who betrayed Jesus (5)
8. The place where Jesus' body was placed (4)
9. Something the women took to the tomb to anoint Jesus' body (6)
11. The name of one of the women who found the empty tomb (4)
12. The name of the weeks leading up to Easter (4)

Puzzle Page
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During May the church remembers the times at which Jesus reveals himself to his
disciples, as having risen from the dead. The following word puzzle is based on a
passage from John 20:19-29, which tells us about one such appearance.. Can you find
all the words below? They can be up, down, diagonal or even reversed.

Puzzle Page

I am a word that begins with the letter I. If you add the letterA to me, I become a new
word with a different meaning, but that sounds exactly the same. What word am I?

Find the answer on page 12
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For your diary ...

Looking Ahead ...

Friday 3rd May 9:30 to 11:00 AM, Sunbeams

Achildren’s singing, story time and craft group inAldford. We will meet each Friday
morning from 9:30 to 11:00 AM, in the Parish Room at the Rectory. Mums, dad,
grandparents and carers are all welcome, but due to space limitations you will need
to speak to Su Jones (01244 620403) to book a place.

Saturday 4th May, 7:00 PM, Whist in Aldford village hall

Friday 10th May, 9:30 to 11:00 AM, Sunbeams

Friday 10th May 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM, Silver and Gold trip away

Friday 17th May, 9:30 to 11:00 AM, Sunbeams

Saturday 18th May, 7:00 PM, Whist in the village hall

Friday 24th May, 9:30 to 11:00 AM, Sunbeams

Friday 24th May 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM, Silver and Gold

A group for fun and fellowship, meeting in Aldford Village Hall. This afternoon we
welcome our speaker GrahamWeaver from the Cycle Charity.

Sunday 26th May, 3:00 to 5:00 PM, Messy Church

You are welcome to join us for Messy Church, a fun packed afternoon, of crafts,
singing, games, and a party tea, on the FOURTH Sunday of each month, from
3:00pm to 5:00pm at Aldford Village Hall and St John the Baptist Church. This is a
free event for children of primary school age. We would love to see you there. For
more details contact Karl & Su Jones on 07837 944656.

Monday 27th May, 7:30 PM, Bingo in aid of the Aldford Bowls Club.

Thursday 30th May, 7:30 PM, Ascension Day Service, St John’s

Friday 31st May, 9:30 to 11:00 AM, Sunbeams

Don’t forget to keep Saturday 22nd June clear in your diary. Why? Because that is
the day of the Aldford Village Fete. It promises to be a wonderful occasion, with live
music from The Bombshell Beaus. Other attractions include; Total Wipeout,
Inflatable Assault Course, Segways, Umbrella Gold Game, Classic Cars and Bikes,
Pony Rides, Coconut Shy, Tombola, Cake Stall, BBQ, Refreshment Tent, Face
Painting, Wood Carver, and a Grand Raffle … and much more. Why would you want
to risk missing all that?
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Rector: Revd Julian Beauchamp, Waverton Tel: 01244 336668
Associate Minister: Revd Karl Jones, Aldford Tel: 01244 620403

St John’s and St Mary’s Website:
https://aldfordandbruerachurches.wordpress.com

St John’s, Aldford

First Sunday 10:15 AM
Holy Communion (BCP)

Second Sunday 10:15 AM
Family Service

Third Sunday 10:15 AM
Holy Communion

Fourth Sunday 10:15 AM
Holy Communion

Fifth Sunday 10:15 AM
Family Service

St Mary’s, Bruera

First Sunday 11:00 AM
Holy Communion (Even months)
Family Service (Odd months)

Second Sunday 6:30 PM
Holy Communion

Third Sunday 6:30 PM
Evensong

Fourth Sunday 6:30 PM
Holy Communion

Fifth Sunday 6:30 PM
Evensong

Service Pattern

And Finally ...++++

The word that begins with the letter I, and becomes a new word with a different
meaning, but that sounds exactly the same, when adding an A is ‘Aisle.’

You are invited to a

Coffee Morning at Rose Cottage
Platts Lane. CH3 9AN

Saturday, May 18th at 10.30am
Coffee and Cake, £3:00

There will be a raffle. Proceeds for St Mary’s, Bruera
Come and join in with the chat. If sunny, bring a garden chair!


