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ST JOHN THE BAPTIST, ALDFORD &
ST MARY THE VIRGIN, BRUERA

Have a very Happy Easter
If Lent is a time of quiet reflection, and it is, then Easter is most definitely a time of
joy and celebration. After the self examination and discipline of the weeks leading
up to Holy Week, Easter opens up to us a time of excitement and hope.

Lent ends with the story of Jesus Christ on the cross; dying the horrible death of a
criminal, and carrying the consequences of our sins. It ends with Jesus buried in the
cold dark tomb, and his disciples being discouraged and defeated. It ends with a
sense of the terrible weight of death and sin.

And then comes Easter! On the third day after the crucifixion, Mary, and other
followers of Jesus, go to the tomb, where they had laid him, to find the stone was
rolled away, and the tomb was empty!

The tomb was empty because Jesus was, and is, alive. Easter is the celebration of
Jesus defeat of death and sin on our behalf. Because of what Jesus did at Easter, we
can know that God will always forgive us our sins if we come to him in repentance
and faith.

God bless, Karl

EASTER SERVICES

Thursday 18th April, 7:30 PM,
Maundy Thursday Service, St Mary’s

Friday 19th Apr, 1:30 PM,
Village Walk and Prayers, Aldford

Friday 19th Apr, 2:00 PM,
Good Friday Meditation, St John’s

Sunday 21st Apr, 10:15 AM,
Joint Easter Day Service, St John’s
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Easter Recipe - Caramelised Gammon

Ingredients

1 Gammon joint
2 tblsp Cider vinegar
2 tblsp Demerera sugar
1 tsp Dry mustard

And vegetables or salad to taste!

Method

Put the Gammon joint in a pan and bring to the boil; simmer for 15minutes to remove
some of the salt. Drain, score the fat.

Mix two tablespoons of Cider vinegar, two tablespoons of Demerara sugar and
1teaspoon of dry mustard.

Spread the sugar mixture over the joint and place in a lidded roasting tin.

Bake for 2 hours at 150C, basting with the sugar mixture occasionally.

Serve hot with your fresh Spring vegetables or cold with a crisp salad.

I used this for sandwiches at a picnic breakfast after our early morning journeys to
Anglesey before the A55 was built. A later start would end in frustrating queues and
fractious children so getting up early was essential. A lay-by overlooking the Menai
Straits always indicated that the holiday had really begun.

Mary Pleavin

Four facts about Easter Eggs

Fact 1. 80 million chocolate Easter eggs are sold each year. This accounts for 10%
of Britain’s annual spending on chocolate!

Fact 2. The tradition of giving eggs at Easter has been traced back to Egyptians,
Persians, Gauls, Greeks and Romans, who saw the egg as a symbol of life.

Fact 3. Medieval Easter eggs were boiled with onions to give them a golden sheen.
Edward I, however, went one better and in 1290 he ordered 450 eggs to be covered
in gold leaf and given as Easter gifts.

Fact 4. In medieval times, a festival of egg throwing was held in church. The priest
would throw a hardboiled egg to one of the choirboys and it would then be tossed
from one boy to another. Whoever held the egg when the clock struck 12 was the
winner.
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Tales from the Village ...

War Memories in Aldford

I was eleven years old when the war broke out: I didn’t realise it would change our
way of life so much. I think the first thing I remember is, they started to build an
army camp down “Radley” behind the Quarry Houses. They had a big search light
and a big gun.

Then the Duke let Eaton Hall to the army for a convalescent care hospital. They built
lots of huts all in front of the “Golden Gates” and almost down to the “Obleisk.” We
had never seen anything like it: the poor men with dreadful injuries all in blue
uniforms.

We were then all given gas masks in cardboard boxes, which didn’t last long, so we
had new ones with waterproof cases!When we had air raids and we were up all night,
the head master, Mr John Thomas, would let us all have a rest; put your head on your
arms on your desks.

We had a lot of incendiaries, they set fire to all the out-buildings at the Grosvenor
Arms, and the old Rectory had the bombs all round it and the old shooting range was
set on fire. They made the tithe-barn by the telephone into a place for collecting
paper, tins, glass and conkers. We spent hours with little trucks collecting round the
village.

Then everything started to be rationed, even sweets, then clothes. We even had to
have coupons for shoes. I was working in a local shop by now and still remember
having to count all the coupons for all food, soap, sweets and tea, with Mr Joe Smith
the Post-Master. He was a very big man with a watch and chain. We had just finished
sorting them all out, and he sneezed, and they went everywhere, and I could not
laugh!

Ethel Cummins

Messy Church

Messy Church has been fantastic since Christmas!

We've had some lovely groups that have really enjoyed the fun packed afternoon. We
have been belting thankful to God about the season of Winter and about the animals
who live in cold climates. The groups have enjoyed making lots of fab crafts, having
fun in our singing time in the church and of course enjoyed a delicious party tea!

If you are interested we'd love you to come along. it's always on the 4th Sunday of
the month in Aldford village hall at 3-5pm.

Su Jones
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The Sun is still shining at Sunbeams…

What a fantastic start we've had to our weekly Sunbeams group which meets on a
Friday morning in the parish Room in Aldford. The group is already booked up and
has a waiting list.

Each Friday we start at 9.30am with several welcome activities and when every one
has arrived we have a fun session of singing followed by a story-time. Last Friday
we enjoyed the story of Mr Wolf’s fantastic pancakes after which we made a paper
frying pan and pancake and enjoyed a delicious pancake with a variety of toppings
for a snack.

Sunbeams is a privilege to run, it's has a fantastic group of mums and little ones.

We have lots of plans for the future like a teddy bears picnic, a little sports day in the
summer and of course as I write this we are raising funds this Friday for Comic
relief!

If you want to be put on the waiting list contact Su Jones on 07837944656.

Su Jones

Sadly, March saw the funerals, at St John’s, Aldford, of Jane Parker and Ella West.
We hold their families in our prayers, seeking that God’s comfort will be with them.

We also had the opportunities to welcome the families of Felix Gornall and Harry
Sweeney, on the occasion of their baptisms, again at St John’s, Aldford. We pray that
God will bless these families as they grow together in the Lord.

From the parish register ...
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Puzzle Page
During April the church celebrates Easter, when we tell, once again, the story of
Jesus’ death on the cross and wonderful resurrection. The story can be read in John’s
Gospel chapters 19 onwards. The following word puzzle is based on a passage for
the John 20. Can you find all the words below? They can be up, down, diagonal or
even reversed.
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For your diary ...Easter Thoughts ...

Easter Feeling

The Easter feeling does not end.
It signals a new beginning,
Of nature, spring, and brand new life,
And friendship, peace, and giving.
The spirit of Easter is all about
Hope, love, and joyful living.

Author unknown

There is a green hill

There is a green hill far away,
Beyond the city wall,
Where the dear Lord was crucified,
Who died to save us all.

We may not know, we can not tell,
What pains he had to bear;
We believe it was for us
He hung and suffered there.

He died that we might be forgiven;
He died to make us good,
That we might go to heaven,
Saved by His precious blood.

There was no other good enough
To pay the price of sin,
He only could unlock the gate,
Of heaven and let us in.

O dearly, dearly, He has loved,
We must love Him too,
Trust in His redeeming blood,
And try His works to do.

Cecil Frances Alexander 1818-1895

Can you decode the following cryptogram related to Easter?

U hf yms dskwddsbyulv hvn yms cuzs... hvqlvs pml cursk
hvn iscusrsk uv Fs pucc vsrsd nus.

You can find the
answer on the
back page!

Easter Jokes…

Q. What do you get if you pour hot water
down a rabbit hole?

A. Hot cross bunnies

Q. What do you call a rabbit with fleas?
A. Bugs Bunny!

Q. Why shouldn’t you tell an Easter egg a
joke?

A. It might crack up!

Q. How did the soggy Easter Bunny dry
himself?

A. With a hare-dryer!

Q. Why did the Easter Bunny cross the
road?

A. Because the chicken had his Easter eggs!

Q. What did the rabbit say to the carrot?
A. It’s been nice gnawing you!

Q. How did the Easter Bunny rate the Easter
parade?

A. He said it was eggs-cellent!

Q. How does the Easter Bunny travel?
A. By hare-plane!

Q. How does the Easter Bunny stay fit?
A. Eggs-ercise and hare-robics.

Q. Why did the Easter egg hide?
A. He was a little chicken!
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For your diary ...

Monday 1st Apr, 7:00 PM, Lent Study at the Parish Room, the Rectory

Join us for seven weeks of study as we reflect on the Mystery of God. We will meet
at 7:00 PM for refreshments, and have an informal study from 7:30 to 8:30 PM.
Everyone welcome!

Monday 1st Apr, 7:30 PM, Bingo

Join us for a great evening of Bingo. This evening will be in aid of the Village Hall.

Friday 5th Apr, 9:30 to 11:00 AM, Sunbeams

Achildren’s singing, story time and craft group inAldford. We will meet each Friday
morning from 9:30 to 11:00 AM, in the Parish Room at the Rectory. Mums, dad,
grandparents and carers are all welcome, but due to space limitations you will need
to speak to Su Jones (01244 620403) to book a place. THEME: Easter Story / Easter
Party

Saturday 6th Apr, 7:00 PM, Whist

Thursday 18th Apr, 1:30 PM, Saighton School Easter Service, St John’s

Thursday 18th April, 7:30 PM, Maundy Thursday Service, St Mary’s

Friday 19th Apr, 1:30 PM, Village Walk and Prayers

Friday 19th Apr, 2:00 PM, Good Friday Meditation, St John’s

Saturday 20th Apr, 7:00 PM, Whist

Sunday 21st Apr, 10:15 AM, Joint Easter Day Service, St John’s

Sunday 28th Apr, 3:00 to 5:00 PM, Messy Church

You are welcome to join us for Messy Church, a fun packed afternoon, of crafts,
singing, games, and a party tea, on the FOURTH Sunday of each month, from
3:00pm to 5:00pm at Aldford Village Hall and St John the Baptist Church. This is a
free event for children of primary school age. We would love to see you there. For
more details contact Karl & Su Jones on 07837 944656.

Monday 29th Apr, 7:30 PM, Bingo

Join us for a great evening of Bingo. This evening will be in aid of Silver and Gold.
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Rector: Revd Julian Beauchamp, Waverton Tel: 01244 336668
Associate Minister: Revd Karl Jones, Aldford Tel: 01244 620403

St John’s and St Mary’s Website:
https://aldfordandbruerachurches.wordpress.com

St John’s, Aldford

First Sunday 10:15 AM
Holy Communion (BCP)

Second Sunday 10:15 AM
Family Service

Third Sunday 10:15 AM
Holy Communion

Fourth Sunday 10:15 AM
Family Communion

Fifth Sunday 10:15 AM
Family Service

St Mary’s, Bruera

First Sunday 11:00 AM
Holy Communion (Even months)
Family Service (Odd months)

Second Sunday 6:30 PM
Holy Communion

Third Sunday 6:30 PM
Evensong

Fourth Sunday 6:30 PM
Holy Communion

Fifth Sunday 6:30 PM
Evensong

Service Pattern

Typing errors from Church magazines ...++++

Answer to cryptogram puzzle on page 6.
"I am the Resurrection and the Life...

Anyone who lives and believes in Me will never die."

Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to get rid of those things not
worth keeping around the house. Bring your husbands.

At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be “What Is Hell?” Come
early and listen to our choir practice.

Weight Watchers will meet at 7 PM at the First Presbyterian Church. Please use
large double door at the side entrance.

The eighth-graders will be presenting Shakespeare's Hamlet in the Church
basement Friday at 7 PM .. The congregation is invited to attend this tragedy.

Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help.


