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ST MARY THE VIRGIN, BRUERA

Happy new Year!
Welcome to the first edition of the Parish Newsletter for 2019. I hope you had a
wonderful Christmas, and are looking forward to a new year of exciting
possibilities.

We all enjoy Christmas; lights, food, presents, carols and the crib. But, once
Christmas is over, when we pack away all the decorations, and tidy up, there is
always the danger that as the last character, the little baby Jesus, goes back into the
box with the other crib characters, we somehow, at the same time, pack away the
real Jesus, into a closet at the back of our minds. We are done with him for another
year.

This is, of course, to fail to understand the enormity of what we are celebrating at
this time. God himself, in all his wonder and glory, in all his power and majesty, in
his infinite greatness, became a human being, to live and to die for each one of us.
Jesus, Emmanuel, God with us; living to die on the cross for our sins.

This is not something that we think
about for a season, this is a reality that
should overlook our whole lives. It calls
us to a true, full hearted commitment, to
Jesus – not a passing interest, as the
flavour of the season.

Christmas offers the start of a
relationship, a relationship with God, in
Jesus, who knows and loves you more
deeply than you can imagine. Why not
make it your aim this year, to allow this
time of celebration be to the beginning
of a deeper, fuller, more satisfying
relationship with Jesus?

God bless!

Karl

His Unfailing Presence
Another year I enter
Its history unknown;
Oh, how my feet would tremble
To tread its paths alone!
But I have heard a whisper,
I know I shall be blest;
“My presence shall go with thee,
And I will give thee rest.”
What will the New Year bring me?
I may not, must not know;
Will it be love and rapture,
Or loneliness and woe?
Hush! Hush! I hear His whisper;
I surely shall be blest;
“My presence shall go with thee,
And I will give thee rest.”

Anonymous
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Ingredients

1 picked over turkey carcass
300g leftover stuffing
2 celery stalks, chopped
2 carrots, peeled and sliced
1 onion, peeled and diced
2 bay leaves
1 tablespoon poultry seasoning
1 teaspoon ground sage

1L water
1.5L chicken stock
salt and freshly ground black pepper,
to taste
300g long-grain white rice
300g frozen garden peas

Method

Prep:20min › Cook:1hr25min › Ready in:1hr45min

1. Place the turkey carcass in a large, deep pot, and add the stuffing, celery, carrots,
onion, bay leaves, poultry seasoning, sage, water and chicken stock. Pour in
additional water if needed to cover. Bring to the boil over medium-high heat; reduce
heat to medium, and simmer for about 1 hour, skimming off any foam. Remove the
carcass and any bones. Pick any meat off and return to the pot, discarding bones and
skin.

2. Season to taste with salt and pepper. Stir in the rice and return to the boil over
medium-high heat. Lower heat to medium, and simmer 15 minutes. Stir in the peas,
and continue to simmer until rice is tender, about 10 minutes more.Adjust seasonings
to taste.

From http://allrecipes.co.uk web site

Left over Roast Turkey Soup

This recipe calls for a turkey carcass - perfect for making scrumptious leftovers after
Christmas. Serves ten.,

New Years Resolutions

Someone once said ...

“New Year’s Resolutions are like friends. They are easier to make than to keep.”

“A New Year’s Resolution usually goes in one year and out the next.”

Jonathan Edwards, an eighteenth century theologian, wrote

Resolution One: I will live for God.
Resolution Two: If no one else does, I still will.
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Counting Your Blessings

As you look forward to the year ahead, look back too and say thank you to God for
all the blessings he gave you last year. These very simple ideas help you do that with
young children.

Blessing stars ...

Write on the back of star-shaped gift tags to remind you of some of the blessings of
last year – family, friends, health, time together – then hang them somewhere visible;
perhaps even create a mini 'tree' to hang them on by collecting twigs and standing
them up in a plant pot.

Thank you for food ...

Even if you don’t normally ‘say grace’ before a meal, why not try this simple prayer
at a mealtime: For this food, and for each other, and for every gift and blessing, we
thank you, God. Amen.

Make a blessings table mat ...

Decorate a piece of A4 card or paper with things that remind you of the good things
in your family’s life. This is a great activity to do with a small child while they wait
for the meal to start.

If you want to keep it for more than one meal, you’ll need to laminate it.

Your child can use it as a table mat for the special meal – a reminder to everyone of
all the things to be thankful for.

Decorate a blessings jar ...

Take an old jam jar or other container, and make sure it’s nice and clean.

Decorate the outside with pictures, photos, handprints, stickers – everything that
reminds you of the good things in your family’s life.

If you use PVA glue you can add an extra layer of glue at the end to varnish.

Put the decorated jar somewhere you’ll see it throughout the year, and keep some
sticky notes and a pen close by.

Whenever something good happens, jot it down and put the sticky note in the jar.

If you’re having a tough day, or feeling down, get the papers out of the jar and read
through them to remind you of the good things.

From the Church of England Web Site
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Puzzle Page
The weeks after Christmas are known in the church calendar as Epiphany. It is the
time when we recall the stories of Jesus’ self revelation to the world. This word
square is based on the story from John 2:1-12 (ESV), which tells of Jesus’ first
miracle, or ‘sign’ as John calls it, at the wedding at Cana.

Can you find all the words below? They can be up, down, diagonal or even reversed.
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“It's the most wonderful time of the year! “

What a fantastic time we've had this Christmas time!

St. John the Baptist church, Aldford has been really busy this last month hosting,
concerts, nativities and carol services.

Abbey Gate college infant and junior school and Saighton primary school have
treated us to some absolutely fantastic singing and it's been a real privilege to enjoy
the various events.

On the 5th and 6th December we were treated to an amazing nativity production by
Abbey Gate and on the 7th December in the afternoon the Infants and Juniors helped
the Silver and Gold group with their carol service and them entertained us with some
wonderful singing at the Silver and Gold Christmas party. We were thrilled in the
evening of the 7th with some tremendous singing at theAbbey Gate College concert,
which was in aid of the restoration of the church tower. It was a truly fantastic concert
and it raised over £1000 which was wonderful. A really big thank you to all those
involved in making the event come together.

On the 13th December, we had a fully packed church to watch the wonderful concert
performed by Saighton Primary school. We enjoyed fantastic singing and dancing
and a superb rendition of the “Twelve Days of Christmas”! On Friday 21st December
the school term ended by once again packing the church and having a Christmas
Carol service, getting everyone ready for the Christmas holidays. The children sang
beautifully and a special thank you goes to the two superb soloists.

It's been a real privilege to be a part of, and to experience, these events. A big thank
you to everyone at Abbey Gate College and Saighton Primary School.

Karl

Carol Singing.

On a chilly evening we had great fun around the village singing carols.

Accompanied by the superb trumpet playing of Jules we treated the village to a
medley of Christmas carols. We were supported by the village who braved the cold
and opened their doors to listen. This festive occasion was finished by gathering in
the courtyard by the shops and singing. We were treated to mugs of hot mulled wine,
cups of tea and warm mince pies by Emma and Will at Lily's coffee shop.

What an evening, who can't feel festive after that! Thank you everyone!

Karl

Last Month ...
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Carols Around the Christmas Tree. Saighton Village Hall.

In this festive season Saighton Village Hall celebrated with Carols Around the
Christmas Tree. The outside Christmas tree was decorated but because of the very
cold night it was held in the hall. The hall tables were decorated with fresh greenery
and decorations plus crackers of course. The carols were sung in good voice with a
tombola and a children’s tub that was thoroughly enjoyed. Tea, coffee, juice was
provided with Christmas Fare giving a real Christmas atmosphere. This was a free
event for the village as a thank you from monies given by the Eaton Estate Charity
Open Days. A collection of £114 then divided between the Salvation Army and the
Homeless. The evening was arranged by Chrissie Taylor and Joan Sorenson working
together with Saighton Village Hall Committee.

Christine

Joint Carol Service

We held our joint Aldford and Bruera service of Nine Lessons and Carols in Bruera
church on December 16th.

The nave was lit by many candles and looked quite magical, if a little dark. The lights
went up on a cheerful congregation from both parishes who listened to the story of
the first Christmas and sang robustly many carols, ably accompanied by Kath
Stockton. A retiring collecting for Chester Aid to the Homeless raised £144.80.
Thank-you.

Mary

Children's Work at Aldford and Bruera.

We've just had a super Christmas Messy Church. Held inAldford Village Hall and St
John’s church we had a wonderful few hours of Christmas crafts, Carol singing, the
Christmas game and a fantastic Christmas party. It's been a real joy to organise,
prepare and run these messy church events this year. It's given the church a brilliant
opportunity to meet new families and to serve the community. We hope in the new
year to expand this event and continue to run it on the fourth Sunday of the month at
3-5pm in Aldford. Come along and enjoy !

The church was packed for our annual Christingle service, held on Christmas Eve.
This magical service really did get us ready for all the excitement of Christmas Day.
The children sang “Away in A Manger” beautifully, while holding their lit
Christingles, and we had superb help to tell the Christmas story with card holding,
and brilliant sound effects by the congregation - what an occassion!

Su
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Rector: Revd Julian Beauchamp, Waverton Tel: 01244 336668
Associate Minister: Revd Karl Jones, Aldford Tel: 01244 620403

St John’s Website: https://stjohnsaldford.wordpress.com
St Mary’s Website: https://stmarysbruera.wordpress.com

St John’s, Aldford

First Sunday 10:15 AM
Holy Communion (BCP)

Second Sunday 10:15 AM
Family Service

Third Sunday 10:15 AM
Holy Communion

Fourth Sunday 10:15 AM
Family Communion

Fifth Sunday 10:15 AM
Family Service

St Mary’s, Bruera

First Sunday 11:00 AM
Holy Communion (Even months)
Family Service (Odd months)

Second Sunday 6:30 PM
Holy Communion

Third Sunday 6:30 PM
Evensong

Fourth Sunday 6:30 PM
Holy Communion

Fifth Sunday 6:30 PM
Evensong

Service Pattern

Odds and Ends ...++++

Parish Council Websites

Did you that the Parish Councils of Aldford and Saigthon, and Churton have web
sites with lots of useful information about activities and events in this area. Their
addresses are: http://www.aldfordandsaightonpc.co.uk/NewsNotices.html and
http://www.churtonparishcouncil.co.uk/NewsNotices.html respectively.

Chester 10K 2019
If you would like take part in the Chester 10K, on Sunday 10th March, from 9:30
AM to 12:30 PM, in aid The Hospice of the Good Shepherd please contact the
fundraising office on 01244 851811 or email fundraising@hospicegs.com for more
details. This is the second outing for the Chester 10K, which proved it’s appeal by
selling out in just two weeks in 2018. Organised by the same race organisers as the
MBNA Chester Marathon and Essar Chester Half Marathon, the fast course starts
near the iconic Northgate Arena and finishes outside the historic Victorian town
hall and Medieval Cathedral.All finishers will receive a tech T-shirt, bespoke medal
and goody bag.


