
Wishing you a very Happy Christmas!

The second edition of the Parish Newsletter for St John’s and St Mary’s, falls at
such a wonderful time; a time when we look forward to Christmas and to
celebrating the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. It’s a time for family, friends, and for
fun. Christmas is an opportunity to heal past wounds, and get in touch with those
that we haven’t seen for a while. A chance to join together in love as we rejoice in
the declaration of God’s love for us.

There is a lot happening around the parishes; opportunities to celebrate, both in
church, and around the villages. Take time in this busy festive season to remember
Jesus! One way would be to join us at the Christingle
Service, in aid of the Children’s Society.

“Celebrate 50 years of our Christingle and show a
child they are not alone this Christmas. For 50 years
Christingle collections have helped us work with more
than a million children and young people, but a million
more are living with serious problems in their lives
today.

“For a young person who has never experienced the
joy of Christmas your Christingle event and donation
can make a real difference and give them someone to turn to.

“Right now in Britain there are children and young people who feel scared, unloved
and unable to cope. The Children’s Society works with these young people, step by
step, for as long as it takes. We listen. We support. We act.

“There are no simple answers so we work with others to tackle complex problems.
Only together can we make a difference to the lives of children now and in the
future. Because no child should feel alone.”

So join with us to support this amazing charity as we hold
our Christmas Eve Christingle service at St. John's,
Aldford, at 4:00 PM. Come along to this magical service,
everyone welcome! God Bless you all! Karl
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“It's beginning to look a lot like Christmas”

What a wonderful festive time we had at the Aldford Village Fair on Saturday 17th
November. I think everyone would agree we thoroughly enjoyed the fantastic stalls
and wonderful refreshments. It was great to have Father Christmas and Mother
Christmas in their magical grotto and of course the team of elves that were helping.
It was a lovely 2 hours and great to see so many people there.

Thank you to everyone who made the event a truly special one.

We were able to raise over £740 to go towards the work of the church in the village.
Thank you everyone!

Karl & Su

Children's Work at St John’s and St. Mary's

We've had a really great month with our children’s work.

Starting with a special Autumn Sunbeams, we enjoyed Autumn crafts, story-time,
singing time and gingerbread cookies. Sunbeams is a little song-time and story-time
group we run in the holidays for children 0-7 years old. It's a fantastic way for local
mums, dads and grandparents to get to know each other. Our next Sunbeams is a
Christmas special on Saturday 22nd December, 9.30- 11am. Come along, all
welcome. For further details contact Su Jones 07837944656

Messy Church has been a real joy this year and we have just had our Christmas
Messy Church, Part 1, on Sunday, 25th November in Aldford Village Hall. We
enjoyed an array of festive fun Christmas crafts, special story-time and songs and a
wonderful party tea. Messy Church is a free family event and all are welcome.

There is Christmas Messy Church, Part 2, on Sunday 16th December, in Aldford
Village Hall. 3-5pm. Come dressed as nativity characters and take part in our
Christmas sing along.

Thank you to everyone who has made this year a special year and has helped the
children's work to blossom and flourish. It's been a real privilege to be part of this
fantastic team.

Su

Christmas is Coming...
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Advent

Cease the rushing, stop the panic
Put aside the frenzy of preparation
It wasn’t meant to be like this.

In this, the season of advent, watch and wait
With wondrous expectation.

For the joy is in the waiting and quiet preparation.
A time of awe filled contemplation
To prepare the heart in readiness

For the greatest gift that ever was or ever will be.
Take time to look inside yourself

And empty out those grudges and resentments
That robs the soul of peace.

Take that first step towards forgiveness
Mend those broken friendships

And share the heart of Christmas with those you love.
And so as Mary waited for her baby with humble acceptance

So we wait for our Saviour with certain hope.
Keep watch, the time is near,

Can’t you feel the love in the air?
Hush, be still, listen.

A baby’s cry pierces the darkness,
Amother weeps exhausted tears of joy
A star reflects the light of the world.

Emmanuel. God is with us.

A recipe for the Christmas fair

This is a recipe for a Light Bun Loaf. This was my Grandmothers recipe, she would
weigh all the ingredients and when I came home from school we would mix it then
cook it in the oven.At this time of year it would be made for the Church sale, and I
still make it today.

Ingredients

4oz margarine, 4oz castor sugar, 8oz self-raising flour
4oz mixed fruit, 2ox glacé cherries, 1 egg, 2 tbsp milk

Method

Mix all the ingredients together and cook for 60 minutes at approximately 150
degrees.

Jean
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There But Not There

November, of course, saw the 100th anniversary of the end ofWorldWar I. There was
a special act of remembrance at St John’s, which was extremely well attended. This
year we hosted fourteen silhouettes as part of the “There But Not There”
commemoration.

“There But Not There” aims to place a representative figure for as many as possible
of the names on local war memorials, around the country, into their place of worship,
their school, their workplace or wherever their absence was keenly felt. These
transparent silhouettes were be back within their communities for Remembrance
2018, the centenary commemoration of the end of the 1914-1918 First World War.

“There But Not There” will be the defining centenary commemoration of the end of
the 1914-1918 war, installed where the men and women came from across the
country, back in the communities they left behind.

We would like to say a very big ‘Thank you!’ to

The Aldford Village Fête Committee

for funding the purchase of the
‘There But Not There’ Silhouettes.

Also to:

Abbey Gate College, Aldford Bowling Club,
Aldford Snooker Club, Aldford Village Hall,

Churton War Memorial Committee,
& Rosebuds and Stooges

From the registers ...

During November we welcomed Carl and Holly to St Mary’s where their lovely son,
Jack, was baptised. It was a fantastic occasion, and very well attended. We were also
very pleased to have a guest organist, Roger Wilkinson, who treated us to some
wonderful music at that service.

We also welcomed Chris and Lisa to St John’s, for the baptism of their daughter
Olivia. It was great to have this lovely family with us.

Sadly, November also saw the funerals of Kathleen Dawson and Sheila Thomas, and
the burial of ashes of Michael Gleave, and May Whyborn. We continue to hold their
families in our thoughts and prayers.

Last Month ...
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This word square is based on the Christmas story from Luke 2:21-21 (ESV), which
tells of the the announcement of Jesus’ birth to the shepherds. Can you find all the
words below? They can be up, down, diagonal or even reversed.

Puzzle Page



Page 6

Matinee of Abbey Gate College Christmas Nativity

OnWednesday 5th December there will be the first of two Nativity presentations. At
2:00 PM the foundation and infant children will be performing their nativity. Local
residents are welcome.

Abbey Gate Nativity

On Thursday 6th December, taking place at 6:00 PM, the foundation and infant
children will be performing their nativity for parents and other guests.

Silver and Gold Carol Service

On Friday 7th December at 1:00 PM there will be a Silver and Gold carol service at
St John's, followed by a party in the village hall. Children fromAbbey Gate College
will be singing carols.

Abbey Gate College Choir

On Friday 7th December at 7:30 PM there will be a concert by The Abbey Gate
College Choir at St John the Baptist, Aldford. Both junior and senior school choirs
sing Christmas carols and anthems. Money raised will go toward the urgent repairs
of the church tower. (Tickets £10:00 includes a glass of wine.)

Santa Stroll around Aldford

On Wednesday 12th December at around 9:15 AM, the staff and children of Abbey
Gate College will once again take part in a Santa Stroll around the village in aid of
our House Charity. The event was well supported by residents and businesses in
Aldford last year.
Carols in Saighton Village Hall

Join us in Friday 14th December at 6:00 PM for a time of carols singing.

This month...
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Rosebuds and Stooges Christmas Party

Keep you calendar clear on Saturday 15th December, 7:00 PM, for the amazing
Rosebuds and Stooges Christmas Party, at Aldford Village Hall. A very wonderful
evening! Great fun for everyone. A special time for children. Everyone welcome!

Carol Service

There will be a benefice Carol Service on Sunday 16th December at 6:30PM, at St
Mary the Virgin, Bruera. This will be a wonderful opportunity to prepare for
Christmas in worship and word.

Carol Singing in Aldford

On the evening of Monday 17th December, meeting at St John’s, Aldford, at
6:00 PM, we will walk around the village singing carols, ending up at the new
Village Store.

Saighton School Carols Service

Meeting at St John’s, Aldford, on Friday 21st December, at 1:30 PM, Saighton
School will be celebrating Christmas before the children break up for their Christmas
holiday.

Christmas Sunbeams

Join us on Saturday 22nd December, 9:30 to 11:00 AM, for Christmas crafts, stories
and singing, at the Parish Room, Green Lake Lane. All children, 0-7, are welcome!

Christingle Service in aid of the Children’s Society

On Monday 24th December, at 4:00 PM, there will be a Christingle service at St
John’s, Aldford. This is the 50th Anniversary of the Christingle service, and a
wonderful chance for all the family to celebrate Christmas together. Money raised
will go toward the Children’s Society. This is a popular event, come in plenty of time
to be sure of a seat.

Midnight Communion

Join us on Monday 24th at 11:30 Pm at St John’s, Aldford, to celebrate the first Holy
Communion of Christmas. Everyone is very welcome.

Christmas Day

There will be a service of Holy Communion on Christmas Day at 10:30AM St Mary
the Virgin, Bruera.

This month...
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Rector: Revd Julian Beauchamp, Waverton Tel: 01244 336668
Assistant Priest: Revd Karl Jones, Aldford Tel: 01244 620403

St John’s Website: https://stjohnsaldford.wordpress.com
St Mary’s Website: https://stmarysbruera.wordpress.com

St John’s, Aldford

First Sunday 10:15 AM
Holy Communion (BCP)

Second Sunday 10:15 AM
Family Service

Third Sunday 10:15 AM
Holy Communion

Fourth Sunday 10:15 AM
Family Communion

Fifth Sunday 10:15 AM
Family Service

St Mary’s, Bruera

First Sunday 11:00 AM
Holy Communion (Even months)
Family Service (Odd months)

Second Sunday 6:30 PM
Holy Communion

Third Sunday 6:30 PM
Evensong

Fourth Sunday 6:30 PM
Holy Communion

Fifth Sunday 6:30 PM
Evensong

Service Pattern

“Thou shalt not be overcome” was said full clearly…he said not “thou shalt not
be tempested, thou shalt not be travailed, thou shalt not be dis-eased”, but he said

“Thou shalt not be overcome.

Julian of Norwich.

Kneelers

Some of you may remember patiently stitching kneelers for the cathedral’s
millennium celebrations. They have recently changed the chairs in the nave and no
longer use them. As a result people have been encouraged to reclaim their own
work so Bruera now has two beautiful items. One was made by a group organised
by Pricilla Huxley and the other, in memory of Neville and Rachel Davies-Colley,
by Marjorie Jones.

Mary

Odds and Ends ...++++


